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Amendment 1
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the 40th anniversary of the 
Commission’s Competition Report and the 
contribution the Reports have made to 
building the single market and delivering 
improved choice for consumers;

1. Welcomes the 40th anniversary of the 
Commission’s Competition Report and the 
contribution the Reports have made to 
building the single market, delivering 
improved choice for consumers and 
stimulating the Union’s economic growth;

Or. lt

Amendment 2
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Points out that the temporary 
framework for state aid was very useful in 
supporting economic recovery; 
encourages the Commission to continue 
applying state aid rules in a pragmatic 
manner while ensuring that competition 
distortions are limited to a minimum;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Andreas Schwab

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Notes that also consumers often 
cannot comprehend decisions taken by the 
Commission relating to the fining of 
cartels; calls therefore on the Commission 
to incorporate the basis for calculating 
fines, along with new fining principles, 
into Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2003 
of 16 December 2002 on the 
implementation of the rules on 
competition laid down in Articles 81 and 
82 of the Treaty1;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market and 
offering real choice to consumers;

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market and 
offering real choice to consumers; deems 
that competition policy should contribute 
to promoting and enforcing open 
standards and interoperability in order to 
prevent technological lock-in of 
consumers and clients by a minority of 
market players;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Rolandas Paksas

                                               
1 OJ L 1, 4.1.2003, p. 1–25.
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market and 
offering real choice to consumers;

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market, offering 
real choice to consumers, improving the 
quality of goods and services and 
encouraging innovation and 
technological progress; points out that the 
high price of basic food products, 
medicinal products and fuel is the result 
of insufficient or unfair competition;

Or. lt

Amendment 6
Malcolm Harbour

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market and 
offering real choice to consumers;

2. Believes that improved price 
transparency is essential in stimulating 
competition in the single market and 
offering real choice to consumers;
welcomes in this regard the new EU 
telecom framework rules and the 
Commission's proposal for a Roaming III 
Regulation which proposes structural 
measures to improve wholesale 
competition, with expected benefits on 
retail competition, prices and choice for 
consumers;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Louis Grech
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Urges the Commission and all 
stakeholders to ensure that competition 
policy plays a role in a holistic approach 
to reinvigorating the internal market by 
placing the priorities of citizens, 
consumers and SMEs at the centre of 
decision-making and addressing the 
frustrations they face on a day-to-day 
basis;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Matteo Salvini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, origin, processes, added value, 
volumes, prices and margins across all 
sections of the food supply chain, in line 
with competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;

Or. it

Amendment 9
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3
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Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers; 
recalls its demands to the Commission to 
carry out a competition inquiry in the 
agro-food industry to investigate the effect 
of the market power that major suppliers 
and retailers hold on the functioning of 
that market;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price
transparency and choice for consumers;

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve the
transparency of price-setting mechanisms 
and of the agro-food industry and improve
choice for consumers, while at the same 
time boosting the agro-food industry’s
resistance to price volatility;

Or. lt
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Amendment 11
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, quality, processes, added value, 
volumes, prices and margins across all 
sections of the food supply chain, in line 
with competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers, 
while avoiding unfair consumer 
discrimination; welcomes the 
establishment of the High Level Forum 
for a Better Functioning Food Supply 
Chain and its positive effects on the 
improvement of trading practices;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;

3. Notes the complexity of the food supply 
chain and the lack of transparency in food 
pricing; believes that an improved analysis 
of costs, processes, added value, volumes, 
prices and margins across all sections of 
the food supply chain, in line with 
competition law and commercial 
confidentiality, will improve price 
transparency and choice for consumers;
believes furthermore that more 
information should be available to 
consumers on the way final prices are 
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formed;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Anna Maria Corazza Bildt, Andreas Schwab

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Notes that consumers want value for 
money and not only low prices; stresses 
that competition in the food retail chains 
should be both free and fair and that 
current concentration in the food market 
should not be at the cost of free choice for 
consumers; urges the Commission and 
Member States to fully and coherently 
enforce competition law and, where 
applicable at national level, unfair 
competition law in business-to-business 
relations;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 – a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that there is currently no 
effective legal system governing the 
payment of compensation for damage 
caused by violations of competition law to
individuals in most of the EU countries; 
notes that the competition authorities 
punish breaches of competition law, and 
fines are paid to the state, whilst 
consumers directly affected by such 
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breaches do not receive compensation; 
considers that an appropriate collective 
consumer redress mechanism should 
address this issue at EU-level; calls on the 
Commission to consider thoroughly the 
possibility of creating a European fund 
financed by a share of the fines imposed 
to sanction companies infringing EU 
competition law; proposes that such a 
fund could be used to cover the costs of 
cross-border collective actions having a 
European dimension, provided that the 
funds will be used for that purpose;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 – b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Welcomes that the Commission 
intends to revise Council Directive 
89/105/EEC of 21 December 1988 
relating to the transparency of measures 
regulating the prices of medicinal 
products for human use and their 
inclusion in the scope of national health 
insurance systems1 to improve 
transparency in the setting of minimum 
rules for pricing and reimbursement 
procedures;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Matteo Salvini

                                               
1 OJ L 40, 11.2.1989, p. 8–11.
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly, the unemployed, the 
under-employed and vulnerable people in 
general;

Or. it

Amendment 17
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable; 
recalls its invitation to the Commission 
during the early steps of the 
implementation of the third energy 
package to closely monitor the level of 
competition since the three largest players 
still represent about 75 % (electricity) and 
above 60 % (gas) of the market despite the 
gradual opening of the markets in the 
mid-1990s; invites the Commission to 
issue guidelines in order to improve 
access of renewables to the energy 
network;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

4. Deplores the delay incurred by the 
Member States in the transposition and 
implementation of the Third Energy 
Package, which hinders the creation of a 
genuine and competitive single energy 
market, thus depriving consumers of the 
benefits of competition in this sector; 
notes the increase in energy prices and the 
negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;
stresses that access to affordable energy -
as a universal service - should be 
guaranteed;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Andreas Schwab

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on consumers, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable;

4. Notes the increase in energy prices and 
the negative impact this has on 
manufacturing businesses and consumers, 
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especially low-income families;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Draws attention to the fact that the 
well-being of Union citizens and the 
competitiveness of Europe’s businesses 
depend on the energy markets; points out 
that energy market manipulation and 
insufficiently transparent prices 
artificially cause prices to be at a level not 
justified by actual availability and 
production costs, storage or 
transportation capacity, and demand;

Or. lt

Amendment 22
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Welcomes the adoption by the European 
Parliament and the Council of the 
Regulation on wholesale Energy Market 
Integrity and Transparency (REMIT) and 
initiatives by Member States which aim to 
deliver more transparency in energy prices 
and increase consumer confidence and 
choice in the energy market;

5. Welcomes the adoption by the European 
Parliament and the Council of the 
Regulation on wholesale energy market 
integrity and transparency (REMIT) and 
initiatives by Member States which aim to 
deliver more transparency in energy prices 
and increase consumer confidence and 
choice in the energy market; recalls the 
need for an internal market for energy 
which enables consumers to buy energy at 
affordable prices and stresses the need to 
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rigorously pursue the full implementation 
of the internal market energy package; 
encourages the Commission, insofar as 
an open and competitive single market in 
energy has not yet been fully achieved, to 
actively monitor competition in energy 
markets;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Urges the Commission to meet the 
objective set in the Digital Agenda for 
Europe (COM(2010) 245 final/2) that 
differences between roaming and national 
tariffs should approach zero by 2015; 
notes the lack of competition on the 
roaming market and stresses the need for 
improved price transparency;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses that priority should be given 
to developing the renewable energy sector 
and energy savings, and that European 
competition policy, particularly in relation 
to state aid, must not have the effect of 
obstructing incentive measures introduced 
by the public authorities in this area;
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Or. fr

Amendment 25
Matteo Salvini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Welcomes the decision of the Council 
to support the long-awaited single EU 
patent system, which will reduce costs and 
time-consuming paperwork 
for entrepreneurs, thereby enhancing 
innovation, boosting the competitive 
advantage of Europe’s nation states and 
improving the single market;

deleted

Or. it

Amendment 26
Cristian Silviu Buşoi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Welcomes the decision of the Council to 
support the long-awaited single EU patent 
system, which will reduce costs and time-
consuming paperwork for entrepreneurs, 
thereby enhancing innovation, boosting the 
competitive advantage of Europe's nation 
states and improving the single market;

6. Welcomes the decision of the Council to 
support the long-awaited single EU patent 
system, which will reduce costs and time-
consuming paperwork for entrepreneurs, 
thereby enhancing innovation within the 
single market;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Welcomes the decision of the Council to 
support the long-awaited single EU patent 
system, which will reduce costs and time-
consuming paperwork for entrepreneurs, 
thereby enhancing innovation, boosting the 
competitive advantage of Europe's nation 
states and improving the single market;

6. Welcomes the decision of the Council to 
support the long-awaited single EU patent 
system, which will reduce costs and time-
consuming paperwork for entrepreneurs, 
thereby enhancing innovation, boosting the 
competitive advantage of Member States
and improving the single market;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Welcomes the Commission's objective 
to eliminate the differences between 
roaming and national tariffs by 2015;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Stresses that increased competition in 
the broadband sector is essential to 
achieve the Europe 2020 goal of full 
coverage for European citizens, bringing 
benefits to consumers and businesses; 
asks the Commission to look into possible 
cases where access to broadband services 



AM\881927EN.doc 17/21 PE475.792v01-00

EN

has been limited at national level;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Urges the Commission to increase 
scrutiny of anti-competitive behaviour in 
all commercial sectors and to open formal 
proceedings where appropriate;

7. Urges the Commission to increase 
scrutiny of anti-competitive behaviour in 
all commercial sectors, to open formal 
proceedings where appropriate and to 
prevent unfair trading practices which 
undermine public confidence, are an 
obstacle to investment, exacerbate energy-
price volatility and reduce the 
competitiveness of other sectors and of 
energy-intensive industries. 

Or. lt

Amendment 31
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Urges the Commission to increase 
scrutiny of anti-competitive behaviour in 
all commercial sectors and to open formal 
proceedings where appropriate;

7. Urges the Commission to increase 
scrutiny of anti-competitive behaviour in 
all commercial sectors and to open formal 
proceedings where appropriate, especially 
when consumer rights are at stake;

Or. en
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Amendment 32
Evelyne Gebhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 –a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Welcomes the dialogue between the 
Commission's DG Competition and 
Consumer Organisations; encourages the 
Commission to intensify these dialogues 
and to open them for additional 
stakeholders;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Recalls that services of general 
economic interest are subject to European 
competition rules only in so far as the 
application of such rules does not obstruct 
the performance, in law or in fact, of the 
particular tasks assigned to them;

Or. fr

Amendment 34
Andreas Schwab, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Welcomes the existing exchange 
between the Commission and consumer 
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associations in the field of European 
competition law and encourages both to 
further promote these exchanges;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Considers that all social services 
meeting basic needs, particularly as 
regards access to healthcare, child care, 
professional training, work, social 
housing and social inclusion for 
vulnerable persons, should be exempted 
from the competition rules;

Or. fr

Amendment 36
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7c. Regrets the potentially detrimental 
effect of the total liberalisation of the 
postal sector on the quality of this service 
of general economic interest, and 
considers that a thorough and 
independent study should be carried out 
as quickly as possible to examine the 
impact of the postal services directives on 
the quality and universality of the service, 
the costs to consumers, and the level and 
quality of jobs in this sector;
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Or. fr

Amendment 37
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7d. Recalls its invitation to the 
Commission to examine in its next annual 
report the extent to which the 
concentration of critical raw materials 
suppliers may be harmful to the activity of 
client sectors and a more eco-efficient 
economy since some of these are of 
paramount importance for the deployment 
of eco-efficient technologies such as 
photovoltaic panels and lithium-ion 
batteries;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Pascal Canfin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7e. Deems that the forthcoming 
Commission proposal on EU 2020 Project 
Bonds could and should be a major vector 
for the development of services of general 
interest in the Member States as well as at 
the European Union level; underlines that 
procedures established with that purpose 
should be explicitly laid down in a project 
eligibility framework to be defined 
following the ordinary legislative 
procedure;
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Or. en


