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Amendment 1
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that social businesses are 
usually organisations which have 
different standards and regulations than
classic enterprises, are created to meet 
social and/or public policy objectives, are 
mainly non-profits that generate many 
jobs and whose profits are mainly 
reinvested to sustain or develop social 
activities or to meet public policy 
objectives, and that their operation also 
aims to ensure the participation or even 
the codecision of their employees and/or 
users and/or partners; highlights that the 
activities of social businesses cannot 
usually be outsourced and play a strong 
role in the social, economic and territorial 
cohesion of the European Union and its 
Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment 2
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and
economic problems; encourages, 
therefore, the development of a
supportive regulatory framework and the 
provision of financial support to enable 

1. Acknowledges that employers are 
obliged to provide equal opportunities and 
respect high social standards. They 
should not reduce costs through 
discrimination, by tolerating inequality or 
by undermining social standards. All 
citizens have the right to work and 
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them to grow and survive; therefore, access to work for vulnerable 
citizens should not be through social 
businesses only. Instead, we support the 
allocation of financial aid to vulnerable 
citizens through social security systems, 
work for all and financial support from 
the European Union to the Member States 
for development to create the jobs needed;

Or. el

Amendment 3
Emma McClarkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 
economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a supportive regulatory 
framework and the provision of financial 
support to enable them to grow and 
survive;

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 
economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a supportive and 
streamlined regulatory framework and the 
provision of financial support to enable 
social businesses, in particular SMEs, to 
grow and survive; welcomes the proposal 
on microcredit to support European 
SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 
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economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a
supportive regulatory framework and the 
provision of financial support to enable 
them to grow and survive;

economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a regulatory framework 
to promote the structural diversity of 
social businesses, to meet the specific
nature of their activities in particular by 
adopting specific EU statutes for social 
and charitable economy players, and 
forms of aid and ad hoc financial support
to enable them to carry out their activities 
under suitable conditions with the aim of 
meeting social and public policy needs 
and to grow;

Or. fr

Amendment 5
Louis Grech, María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 
economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a supportive regulatory 
framework and the provision of financial 
support to enable them to grow and 
survive;

1. Acknowledges that social businesses 
have the potential to provide innovative 
responses to the current social and 
economic problems; encourages, therefore, 
the development of a supportive regulatory 
framework and the provision of financial 
support that is better suited to social 
entrepreneurship and to social 
enterprises, which will assist their growth
and sustainability;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Jorgo Chatzimarkakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 – point 1 (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

(1) Highlights that social businesses are 
significantly contributing to cross-border 
cooperation, thus supporting competition 
and growth in the sector.

Or. en

Amendment 7
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Believes that accountable 
management processes supported by 
proper monitoring and transparency of 
funding mechanisms is necessary in order 
to retain the focus of social 
entrepreneurship and social business;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Highlights that the recognition of 
social businesses on an EU level should 
not be limited to including social 
objectives in certain commercial 
enterprises but should take into account 
the specific nature of each category of 
social businesses, particularly those in the 
social and charitable economy; to do this, 
emphasises the need to adopt and 
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implement funding tools which allow 
these businesses to carry out their 
activities according to their own goals and 
objectives and to establish solidarity 
between them; also emphasises the fact 
that a better knowledge of social 
businesses and a qualitative, multi-party 
and independent assessment of their 
activities would promote their 
contribution to society as a whole and 
raise awareness of how social cohesion is 
a source of economic and social wealth, 
where it too often is considered to be 
merely a cost;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses to understanding and meeting 
the needs of vulnerable consumers in
particular;

2. Highlights that social businesses aim 
primarily to meet social and public policy 
needs but also the growing demands of 
citizens for ethical behaviour which is 
more respectful of human beings, the 
environment, nature, social standards and 
solidarity on both a local and an overall 
level and therefore social businesses aim 
to meet the needs of all citizens not only 
those who are in a vulnerable situation, 
even though special attention to the 
integration of these groups is often given;

Or. fr

Amendment 10
Emma McClarkin
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses to understanding and meeting 
the needs of vulnerable consumers in 
particular;

2. Highlights the importance of promoting 
the contribution of social businesses to 
understanding and meeting the needs of 
consumers, including vulnerable 
consumers;

Or. en

Amendment 11
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses to understanding and meeting 
the needs of vulnerable consumers in 
particular;

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses to prioritising decision-making 
based on people and the work and services 
they provide to institutions, or based on 
social goals, and to understanding and 
meeting the needs of consumers in general 
and of vulnerable consumers in particular;

Or. es

Amendment 12
Anna Hedh, Jens Nilsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses to understanding and meeting 
the needs of vulnerable consumers in 
particular;

2. Highlights the contribution of social 
businesses in all sectors to strengthening 
social cohesion and inclusivity;
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Or. sv

Amendment 13
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to adopt 
measures to increase consumers’
knowledge of, and confidence in, social
businesses and to encourage them to 
actively support this type of business;

3. Calls on the Commission to adopt 
measures aimed at the general public to 
increase awareness of the activities of 
social businesses and confidence in these 
businesses and to encourage them to 
actively support this type of business;

Or. fr

Amendment 14
Cornelis de Jong

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Is of the opinion that Member States 
should be allowed to implement and 
maintain special tax regimes for social 
businesses, such as special arrangements 
regarding VAT obligation; calls on the 
Commission to recognise that such special 
tax regimes are not unfair advantages.

Or. en

Amendment 15
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on Member States to promote, 
encourage and develop social economy 
institutions by removing obstacles to 
starting and developing social enterprises, 
promoting training and retraining in the 
field of social economy institutions and 
increasing aid to entrepreneurs in social 
enterprises;

Or. es

Amendment 16
Emma McClarkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which contributes 
to job creation and sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;

4. Stresses that social businesses by the 
nature of their activities and their modus 
operandi help to build a more cohesive 
and democratic society which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;
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Or. fr

Amendment 18
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth and promotes internal 
solidarity, equal opportunities for men 
and women, social cohesion, the inclusion 
of people at risk of social exclusion, the 
generation of stable, quality jobs, 
reconciliation of personal, family and 
working life and sustainability;

Or. es

Amendment 19
Anna Hedh, Jens Nilsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses that social businesses help to 
build an ‘active society’ which is 
supportive of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;

4. Stresses that social businesses 
contribute to sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth;

Or. sv

Amendment 20
Konstantinos Poupakis
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Notes that social businesses should 
receive support due to the vital role they 
can play as important drivers for social 
innovation as they introduce new methods 
for providing services and intervention to 
improve the quality of life for citizens and 
as they encourage the creation of new 
products to meet the new needs of society;

Or. el

Amendment 21
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that corporate social 
responsibility and ‘social enterprise’ are 
complementary aspects of the same policy 
and should consequently be developed in 
a coordinated manner;

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 22
Emma McClarkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that corporate social 
responsibility and ‘social enterprise’ are 
complementary aspects of the same policy 
and should consequently be developed in a 

5. Considers that corporate social 
responsibility and ‘social enterprise’ are 
complementary aspects of the same policy 
and should consequently be developed in a 
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coordinated manner; coordinated manner, without duplicating 
the efforts made by Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU’s public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards and increase the 
participation of social businesses in public 
contracts; insists that the main goals of 
the reform – simplification
and modernisation – should not be 
jeopardised by overly burdensome social 
obligations or conditions;

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU’s public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards and ensure the equal 
participation of social businesses at least in 
public contracts and to reinforce the more 
systematic implementation of social and 
environmental criteria in awarding these 
public contracts and concessions;

Or. fr

Amendment 24
Konstantinos Poupakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU’s public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards and increase the
participation of social businesses in public 
contracts; insists that the main goals of the 
reform – simplification and modernisation 
– should not be jeopardised by overly 
burdensome social obligations or 
conditions;

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU’s public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards, increase participation by
and improve access for social businesses 
in public contracts; insists that the main 
goals of the reform – simplification and 
modernisation – should not be jeopardised 
by overly burdensome social obligations or 
conditions;
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Or. el

Amendment 25
Louis Grech, María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU's public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards and increase the 
participation of social businesses in public 
contracts; insists that the main goals of the 
reform – simplification and modernisation 
– should not be jeopardised by overly 
burdensome social obligations or 
conditions;

6. Is of the opinion that the reform of the 
EU's public procurement rules provides a 
good opportunity to improve respect for 
social standards and increase the 
participation of social businesses in public 
contracts; welcomes the new regime for 
social services proposed by Commission 
within the Public Procurement Directives 
revision and stresses the importance of 
this tool for local contracting authorities 
in order to provide quality services 
fostering social cohesion;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Louis Grech

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Is of the opinion that the Commission 
should simplify and clarify State aid rules 
so that they do not impact negatively on 
social enterprises, in particular by 
highlighting the exemptions that already 
exist for those enterprises providing social 
services of general interest.

Or. en
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Amendment 27
Emma McClarkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Welcomes the Commission's proposal 
to add the new category of disadvantaged 
persons to reserved contracts; stresses that 
such a significant extension of the notion 
of reserved contracts should not come at 
the cost of competitiveness;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 28
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to 
add the new category of disadvantaged 
persons to reserved contracts; stresses that 
such a significant extension of the notion 
of reserved contracts should not come at 
the cost of competitiveness;

7. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to 
add the new category of disadvantaged 
persons to reserved contracts but considers 
that social businesses usually have social 
diversity objectives involving equal access 
to their services and activities for all 
groups including, but not limited to, the 
most vulnerable groups; therefore
emphasises the need to avoid equating 
social businesses to charities;

Or. fr

Amendment 29
Louis Grech, María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7
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Draft opinion Amendment

7. Welcomes the Commission's proposal to 
add the new category of disadvantaged 
persons to reserved contracts; stresses that 
such a significant extension of the notion
of reserved contracts should not come at 
the cost of competitiveness;

7. Welcomes the Commission's proposal to 
add the new category of disadvantaged 
persons to reserved contracts; underlines
the potential of the new provision on
reserved contracts in order to pursue a 
strategic use of Public Procurements al 
local level fostering innovative social and 
territorial development;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
concerning Article 11 on revising the 
public procurement Directive but calls for 
the specific nature of social businesses, 
particularly those in the social and 
charitable economy, to be included, 
particularly when they are responsible for 
managing an SGEI in the context of 
public–public cooperation, in order to 
take into account the pooling of resources 
of social businesses as a response to social 
needs, to the continuity of public social 
services in the general interest in the EU, 
and to the requirement of citizenship and 
the performance of their tasks;

Or. fr

Amendment 31
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Marc Tarabella
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Asks the Commission to develop a long-
term strategy to safeguard social goals and 
to enhance the participation of social 
businesses in public procurement, without 
hampering the competitive awarding of 
contracts or creating incentives to 
circumvent the rules;

8. Asks the Commission to develop a long-
term strategy to guarantee the respect, 
promotion and development of EU social 
goals in accordance with Article 3 of the 
TEU and Article 9 of the TFEU, and, in 
addition, to guarantee the equal
participation of social businesses and the 
social and charitable economy in public 
procurement;

Or. fr

Amendment 32
Emma McClarkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Asks the Commission to develop a long-
term strategy to safeguard social goals and 
to enhance the participation of social 
businesses in public procurement, without 
hampering the competitive awarding of 
contracts or creating incentives to 
circumvent the rules;

8. Asks the Commission to conduct a
thorough impact assessment, a long-term 
strategy to safeguard social and 
environmental goals and to enhance the 
participation of social businesses in public 
procurement, without hampering the 
competitive awarding of contracts or 
creating incentives to circumvent the rules;

Or. en

Amendment 33
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8
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Draft opinion Amendment

8. Asks the Commission to develop a long-
term strategy to safeguard social goals and 
to enhance the participation of social 
businesses in public procurement, without 
hampering the competitive awarding of 
contracts or creating incentives to 
circumvent the rules;

8. Asks the Commission to develop a long-
term strategy to safeguard social goals and 
to remove obstacles to starting and 
developing the economic activities of 
social economy institutions, particularly 
with regard to the implementation of 
administrative procedures, and to enhance 
the participation of social businesses in 
public procurement, without hampering the 
competitive awarding of contracts or 
creating incentives to circumvent the rules;

Or. es


