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Amendment 1
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph - 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Regrets that the first Commission 
report on the application of Directive 
2003/8/EC was not requested until 2010 
and not forwarded to Parliament until 
2012 and that the shortcomings of the 
directive have therefore not been analysed 
until 10 years after its entry into force;

Or. de

Amendment 2
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph - 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1a. Regrets that the Commission does not 
specifically address the European 
procedures to which the Legal Aid 
Directive is also applicable, such as the 
European Small Claims Procedure, for 
instance, despite the fact that in that 
connection the period from 1 January 
2009 to 31 December 2010 could certainly 
have been examined; 

Or. de

Amendment 3
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that other European 
procedures too, such as the European Small 
Claims Procedure, are not well known and 
will not achieve a high profile if the current 
information policy continues to be pursued;

2. Considers that other European 
procedures too, such as the European Small 
Claims Procedure and the European 
Order for Payment Procedure, are not 
well known and will not achieve a high 
profile if the current information policy 
continues to be pursued; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
provide clear, accessible information on 
preliminary legal aid and on the use of 
alternative methods of dispute resolution;

Or. es

Amendment 4
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph  3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls for the establishment of a pool 
from which lawyers can be called on, by a 
simple search referencing the languages 
they speak and the legal systems with 
which they are familiar, to act for 
recipients of EU legal aid;

3. Calls for the establishment of an EU-
wide pool in which lawyers can be looked 
for to act for recipients of EU legal aid;
states that, in this connection, the 
languages which they speak and the legal 
systems with which they are familiar 
should be specified;

Or. de

Amendment 5
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3



AM\928619EN.doc 5/12 PE506.151v01-00

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls for the establishment of a pool 
from which lawyers can be called on, by a 
simple search referencing the languages 
they speak and the legal systems with 
which they are familiar, to act for 
recipients of EU legal aid;

3. Calls for the establishment of a user-
friendly pool that is up to date, accessible
and clear, and from which lawyers can be 
called on, by a simple search referencing 
the languages they speak and the legal 
systems with which they are familiar, to act 
for recipients of EU legal aid; urges the 
Commission to cooperate with the 
Member States in supporting the 
introduction of specific training for 
lawyers providing legal aid services;

Or. es

Amendment 6
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to take steps to improve 
information on the right to legal aid in 
cross-border disputes and to raise 
awareness about and promote the use of 
that information among the public and 
those in the legal profession;

Or. es

Amendment 7
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Calls on the Commission and the 
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Member States to pay particular attention 
to the most vulnerable groups – such as 
victims of gender violence, minors, 
disabled people and immigrants – to 
ensure that their needs are taken into 
account;

Or. es

Amendment 8
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers it advisable to designate a 
central office in each Member State to 
receive and transmit legal aid applications; 

4. Considers it advisable to designate a 
single authority with responsibility for 
cross-border legal aid and a central office 
in each Member State to receive and 
transmit legal aid applications; 

Or. es

Amendment 9
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points out that, in a further report, the 
number and subject areas of cases should 
be included, broken down by country, in 
order to obtain a more detailed and more 
accurate overview of how the instrument 
is being used;

Or. de
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Amendment 10
Robert Rochefort

Draft opinion
Paragraph  a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Regards it as less than user-friendly
that neither the website of the European 
Judicial Atlas in civil matters nor the e-
Justice portal provide an option for 
downloading or properly printing out the 
necessary forms for legal aid or other 
purposes; calls on the Commission to 
remedy this state of affairs immediately;

5. Points out that improvements could be 
made as regards the accessibility, in terms 
of both format and visibility, of the 
necessary forms for legal aid and other 
purposes, including on the website of the 
European Judicial Atlas in Civil Matters 
and on the European e-Justice Portal;

Or. fr

Amendment 11
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph  5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Regards it as less than user-friendly that 
neither the website of the European 
Judicial Atlas in civil matters nor the e-
Justice portal provide an option for 
downloading or properly printing out the 
necessary forms for legal aid or other 
purposes; calls on the Commission to 
remedy this state of affairs immediately;

5. Regards it as less than user-friendly that 
neither the website of the European 
Judicial Atlas in civil matters nor the e-
Justice portal provide an option for 
downloading, as Word documents, or 
properly printing out the necessary forms 
under European procedures for legal aid 
or other purposes; calls on the Commission 
to remedy this state of affairs immediately;

Or. de

Amendment 12
Robert Rochefort

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7
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Draft opinion Amendment

7. Takes the view that in order to establish 
the economic criteria for granting legal aid 
the differing cost of living in the various 
Member States needs to be taken into 
account;

7. Takes the view that in order to establish 
the economic criteria for granting legal aid, 
more consideration needs to be given to
the differing cost of living in the various 
Member States, and the way in which 
these differences should be taken into 
account needs to be specified;

Or. fr

Amendment 13
Robert Rochefort

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. With regard to the economic criteria 
that need to be met in order to receive 
legal aid, emphasises the need for 
improvements and clarifications to be 
made so as to prevent unfortunate 
differences of interpretation, such as 
when the Member State of origin 
confirms eligibility for aid, but the 
competent court denies it, or vice versa, or 
when an applicant resident in another 
Member State submits supporting 
documents to demonstrate his or her 
financial situation that are difficult for 
the state providing the legal aid to assess; 

Or. fr

Amendment 14

Sylvana Rapti

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Considers that the scope of the 

directive must be extended to 

expenses incurred by consumers

prior to the award of legal aid and 

considered necessary to support 

their claims effectively, for example 

travel expenses for attendance at 

hearings before the relevant courts. 

Or. el

Amendment 15
Robert Rochefort

Draft opinion
Paragraph  8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Takes the view, unlike the Commission, 
that the Member States need to make 
greater efforts to comply with Article 18 of 
Directive 2003/8/EC (the Information 
Directive);

8. Urges the Member States to make 
greater efforts to comply with Article 18 of 
Directive 2003/8/EC (the Information 
Directive);

Or. fr

Amendment 16
Robert Rochefort

Draft opinion
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Paragraph  9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Calls on the Commission to inform 
consumers and businesses more effectively 
about European measures relating to civil 
and commercial disputes and the 
opportunities available to them in this 
connection, and to support and promote 
European information campaigns;

9. Calls on the Commission to promote 
European information campaigns; calls 
on the Member States to inform 
consumers, businesses and the various 
parties involved in social assistance more 
effectively about European measures 
relating to civil and commercial disputes 
and the opportunities available to them in 
this connection;

Or. fr

Amendment 17
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

9a. Takes the view that, in particular 
because the internal market is constantly 
growing, Member States must make 
efforts to resolve court disputes, including 
- therefore - in cases involving EU legal 
aid, by using cost-cutting, modern 
communications tools; proposes that the 
Commission provide financial backing 
and encouragement for this;

Or. de

Amendment 18
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Calls on the Commission to submit a 
revised proposal to remedy the 

10. Calls on the Commission to submit a 
revised proposal to remedy the 
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shortcomings, inadequate interpretations 
and situations not covered which it refers 
to in its report (COM(2012) 71 final), and 
to bring about further harmonisation of the 
Member States’ legislation in order to 
prevent further misunderstandings and 
legal loopholes.

shortcomings, inadequate interpretations 
and situations not covered which it refers 
to in its report (COM(2012) 71 final), 
particularly in relation to the economic 
criteria for granting legal aid and the 
thresholds set by the Member States, and 
to bring about further harmonisation of the 
Member States’ legislation in order to 
prevent further misunderstandings and 
legal loopholes. 

Or. es

Amendment 19
Hans-Peter Mayer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

10a. Calls on the Commission 
furthermore to ensure that those Member 
States which, after almost 10 years, have 
still not fully transposed the provisions do 
so without delay;

Or. de

Amendment 20
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

10a. Calls on the Commission to consider 
bringing forward a proposal on providing 
legal aid in cross-border criminal cases;

Or. es
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Amendment 21
María Irigoyen Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

10b. Calls on the Member States that have 
not yet signed or ratified the Hague 
Convention of 25 October 1980 on 
International Access to Justice to do so; 

Or. es


