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Subject: WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and related Guidelines in the 
framework of IMCO Opinion on Tobacco Products Directive

The legislative process on the Tobacco Products Directive has recently commenced1. 
Therefore, on a proposal by the Rapporteur Małgorzata Handzlik, the Coordinators, at their 
meeting of 20 February 2013, agreed to:

- draw attention of the Members to the Guidelines, of the relevant WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control, for the protection of public health policies from 
commercial and other vested interests, and 

- invite the Members to observe these Guidelines as far as reasonably possible.

These Guidelines (which cover "regional economic integration organisations" such as the 
EU, Point 8, footnote 2 of the Guidelines) apply to "setting and implementing Parties’ public 
health policies with respect to tobacco control. They also apply to persons, bodies or entities 
that contribute to, or could contribute to, the formulation, implementation, administration or 

                                               

1 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of the 
laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation 
and sale of tobacco and related products (2012/0366(COD) - COM(2012)0788))
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enforcement of those policies" (Point 9 of the Guidelines) and "government officials, 
representatives and employees of any national, state, provincial, municipal, local or other 
public or semi/quasi-public institution or body within the jurisdiction of a Party, and to any 
person acting on their behalf. Any government branch (executive, legislative and judiciary) 
responsible for setting and implementing tobacco control policies and for protecting those 
policies against tobacco industry interests should be accountable" (Point 10 of the 
Guidelines).

The Guidelines contain inter alia the following recommendations:

"2.2 Where interactions with the tobacco industry are necessary, Parties should ensure that 
such interactions are conducted transparently. Whenever possible, interactions should be 
conducted in public, for example through public hearings, public notice of interactions, 
disclosure of records of such interactions to the public."

"3.4 Parties should not accept, support or endorse any offer for assistance or proposed 
tobacco control legislation or policy drafted by or in collaboration with the tobacco 
industry."

Finally, the attention should be drawn to Annex I of the Rules of Procedure, i.e. the Code of 
Conduct for Members of the European Parliament with respect to financial interests and 
conflicts of interest.


