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Draft PROGRAMME 
 

1st Retail Market Roundtable: 

For a more efficient and fairer retail market in Europe 

 

of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

 

26 September 2013 from 15h00 to 17h30 

European Parliament, Brussels 

Altiero Spinelli building, room 1G-3 

 

 

Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 5 July 2011 on a more efficient and fairer 

retail market in which the Parliament asked "the Commission and operators in the retail 

supply chain to report to Parliament on yearly basis on progress made in the existing 

platforms and informal dialogue mechanisms" and suggested "that the results should be 

debated at a yearly Retail Market Roundtable organised by its Committee on the Internal 

Market and Consumer Protection" (point 42) 

 

 

Opening session 

 

15.00 - 15.05 Opening by the Chairman, Mr Malcolm Harbour 

 

15.05 - 15.10 Statement by the IMCO Rapporteur, Mrs Anna Maria Corazza Bildt 

 

15.10 - 15.20 Statement on the Action Plan for Retail by Mr Michel Barnier, 

Commissioner for Internal Market and Services 
 

15.20 - 15.25 Statement by the IMCO Rapporteur, Mr Dennis de Jong 

 

 

 



Session 1: Removing obstacles: delivering freedom of movement, establishment and 

choice 
 

Focus on progress made and challenges remaining in removing barriers that hinder the 

achievement of an efficient and competitive Single Market in retail, inter alia: 

- How to ensure that traditional retail or e-commerce cross-border activity is not hampered 

by unjustified restrictions, such as extra authorisations, economic needs test or sales 

restrictions online; 

- How to strike the right balance between facilitating access to the market, including in 

remote areas, and promoting sustainable development; 

- Concrete examples of best practices in providing freedom of choice and consumer access to 

quality retail services and products as well as reliable and transparent information, not only 

on price but also quality;  

 

15.25 - 15.35 Mr Jérôme Bédier, Secretary General, Carrefour Group (representative 

of large companies active in the retail industry) 

 

15.35 - 15.45 Ms Gunilla Almgren, President of UEAPME (representative of SMEs 

active as suppliers) 

 

15.45 - 15.55 Mr Grzegorz Wojcik, Former CEO of Allegro.pl and President of Digital 

Market Development Foundation (representative of companies active in 

the online retail industry) 

 

15.55 - 16.15 Questions & Answers session with Members and stakeholders 

 

 

Session 2: Addressing B2B commercial relations: delivering fairness and responsibility 
 

Focus on taking stock and way ahead, progress made in the informal dialogue between 

stakeholders and remaining challenges in addressing unfair practices in B2B relations, inter 

alia: 

- Concrete examples of impacts of unfair trading practices (UTPs) on cross-border trade, on 

consumer choice, on investment and innovation; 

- Results from the voluntary and self-regulatory initiatives to promote fairness in business-to-

business relationships and to set up an implementing framework;  

- Commitments from individual companies to the implementation framework and concrete 

changes in training and culture. 

 

16.15 - 16.25 Mr Rodrigo Gouveia, Secretary General of Euro Coop and Co-Chair of 

the Governance Group (representative of the Core Group of stakeholders 

negotiating the voluntary framework) 

 

16.25 - 16.35 Mr Jean-Denis Deweine, Managing Director International Sales - 

Purchasing - Production and Member of Chairman's Committee, 
Auchan Group (representative of companies active in retail industry) 

 

16.35 - 16.45 Mr Pekka Pesonen, Secretary General of Copa-Cogeca (representative of 

the producers' association) 

 

16.45 - 17.10 Questions & Answers session with Members and stakeholders 



 

 

17.10 - 17.30 Closing comments 

 

17.10 - 17.20 Reaction and closing statement by Ms Rasa Noreikienė, Vice-Minister of 

Economy, Lithuanian Presidency 
 

17.20 - 17.25 Conclusions by the Rapporteur, Mrs Anna Maria Corazza Bildt 

 

17.25 - 17.30 Closing remarks by the Chair, Mr Malcolm Harbour 

 

 

 
 

Important notice for persons who wish to attend the roundtable: 
 

This event is open to the public. However, for SECURITY REASONS, access can only be granted in 
response to a prior request for an access badge. 

 

In case 
you are not in possession of an entrance badge to the European Parliament 

please contact the Secretariat of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(providing the following details:  

full name, date of birth and address, nationality, the type of identity card  

(passport, drivers licence, ID card etc.), the number of the ID card) 
no later than 23/09/2013 at 17:00 

 

e-mail: imco-secretariat@ep.europa.eu 
 

You may obtain your one-day access badge to the EP from 14:30 on the day of the hearing at 
the main entrance of the Altiero Spinelli (ASP) building (see EP map) 

European Parliament, Brussels 
 
 

Please note that this event is webstreamed  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/ 

 

 


