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Internal market

Our primary concern is to strengthen the internal market. The Monti report contains 
recommendations relating to bottlenecks, missing links and new frontiers within the 
internal market. Based on this report, and the communication by the Commission 
referring to it, the Belgian Presidency will reopen the debate on the reinforcement and 
completion of the internal market, as well as the implementation of and compliance 
with its rules. This will involve preparing the ground for the Commission’s White 
Paper.

In this respect, the creation of a genuine online market and “internal digital 
market” are priorities. The Commission must present its proposals to ensure an 
online market that works better for consumers, citizens and SMEs. The internal 
market cannot develop without efficient competition rules, effective protection of 
intellectual property, and without respect for the rights of the consumer. The Belgian 
Presidency will support initiatives to reopen the debate on the effectiveness and future 
of the internal market.

The Commission communication concerning smart regulation instruments will be 
debated at the Council under the Belgian Presidency. Under the Belgian Presidency, 
the Council will, where necessary, examine the Commission’s initiative concerning 
services of general interest.

Based on the evaluation by the Commission, the Presidency will review the state of 
progress on the transposition and implementation of the Services Directive.

As a result of the work conducted under the Spanish Presidency, the Belgian 
Presidency hopes to be able to adopt a final agreement on the late payments 
directive.

Consumer rights

Regarding the Directive on Consumer Rights, the Council will continue to work on
the harmonisation of the rights of consumers while ensuring a high level of protection 
of such rights. Furthermore, the Belgian Presidency hopes to initiate a far-reaching 
debate on the urgent need for continued harmonisation of the effective supervision of 
the acquired benefits of consumer rights, as well as the necessity for respect of the
economic rights of the consumer within the internal market. The Belgian Presidency, 



in conjunction with the European Commission, will formulate a proposal aimed at 
improving substantive cooperation between the various national supervisory bodies.

Interview with Olivier Chastel, Belgium's European affairs minister
(Interviewed on 16 June 2010)

Finally, as far as the Belgian Presidency is concerned, encouraging economic growth 
will require a properly functioning internal market. Belgium wants to improve the 
performance of the internal market by implementing the Monti Report on 'a new 
strategy for the single market on behalf of the European economy and European 
society'. The Monti Report recommends better individual mobility and the creation of 
a single European digital market. Olivier Chastel wants to deal with 'bottlenecks' and 
the problems of setting up a single EU patent. 'We will work flat-out to overcome this 
symbolic blockage that has been compromising growth, innovation and therefore the 
competitiveness of European industry in the world for years now,' he added. Respect 
of intellectual property rights will be another priority.
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