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Session 1 - Reaping the benefits of the single market - registration of 
vehicles through the lens of the citizens - EU Added Value

Claudia May
Policy Officer / Lawyer 

European Public Policy,

German Automobile Club 
(ADAC)

Claudia May is a lawyer and works as a Policy Officer for European Public 
Policy in the Consumer Protection and Public Policy Department of the 
German Automobile Club ADAC. ADAC represents over 18 million 
motorists in Germany. Within ADAC, her role is to defend key consumer 
mobility interests in legal matters on an EU level. She is currently working 
on topics such as Common European Sales Law, Passenger Rights, 
Odometer Fraud, access to repair and maintenance information, and 
eCall. Within ADAC, she coordinates legal EU related topics, working 
closely with the FIA (Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile) and other 
European automobile clubs.

Furthermore, she chairs the Legal Issues Working Group of the iMobility 
Forum, where she extensively works on liability and data protection issues 
linked to the development of Intelligent Transport Systems. 

Claudia May, born in Germany, is specialised in European law. Before 
joining the ADAC in 2004, she worked in a law firm for two years. From 
2000 to 2002, she was employed by an international Public Relations 
agency as a PR consultant. Besides her law studies, she worked for
German TV in the news department for 4 years. Claudia speaks German, 
English and Italian.
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John Lewis
Chief Executive of the British 
Vehicle Rental and Leasing 

Association (BVRLA),

Leaseeurope

John Lewis is chief executive of the British Vehicle Rental & Leasing 
Association, having joined the organisation in 2000.

As part of his wider passion for promoting the sustainable use of road 
transport, John Lewis participates in a number of related organisations and 
working groups. He is a member of Government’s Motorists’ Forum and 
Road Haulage Forum advisory groups and contributes to its Red Tape 
Challenge as a fleet sector ‘champion’. John sits on the board of the Low 
Carbon Vehicle Partnership (LowCVP) and is a member of the RAC
(Royal Automobile Club) Foundation Policy Committee.

John Lewis also represents the UK rental and leasing industry in Europe, 
chairing Leaseurope’s Automotive Steering Group and its Car Rental 
Working Group.  He also led the development of the European Car Rental 
Conciliation Service (ECRCS), which has been officially endorsed by the 
European Commission as a model of industry self-regulation. 

With nearly 30 years experience in the automotive industry, John Lewis 
has held a number of senior positions in the contract hire and fleet 
management sector working with both cars and commercial vehicles.

Peter van den Ende
Program Manager at the 

Dutch Institute for 
Technology, Safety and 

Security,

Brainport

Peter van den Ende is Program Manager at the Dutch Institute for 
Technology, Safety and Security. He is involved in programs focusing on 
the development of safety and security e.g. the safety of inner cities, 
amongst others. He is also Director of the Public-Private Partnership 
Criminee, which is a platform bringing together all regional partners such 
as, local authorities and businesses, and which forms the basis for 
projects and preventive action plans, which aim to reduce crime targeted 
at businesses. Prior to these posts, he held a number of managerial 
positions within the Dutch Police force. 

Peter van den Ende obtained a Masters degree in Public Administration at 
the Netherlands School of Public Administration.  
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Leon van de Laar
Business Development 
Manager at Prodrive BV,

Brainport

Leon van de Laar is chief executive officer of Ampleye, a company located
in the Eindhoven Brainport Region specialising in high-end CCTV security 
and surveillance IP (internet protocol) cameras. He is also Business 
Development Manager at Prodrive BV, which develops and manufactures 
electronics solutions. 

Leon van de Laar obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Electronics 
and Electrical Engineering before obtaining a Masters degree in the same 
field at the Eindhoven University of Technology.   
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Session 2 - Streamlining car registration by Member States in the 
European Union

Johan Hakkenberg
General Manager,

Dutch Road Transport 
Authority (RDW)

Johan Hakkenberg is the General Manager of the RDW, the Dutch Road 
Transport Authority. This independent government Authority is responsible 
for the registration of vehicles and driving licenses, as well as the type-
approval of vehicles and the supervision of roadworthiness checks in the 
Netherlands. He has occupied the post since 1996.

From 1986-1996, Johan Hakkenberg worked at the Ministry of Transport. 
He started as economic advisor and soon became head of the financial 
department.

Johan Hakkenberg also worked at the Ministry for Economic affairs from 
1979-1986, in the fields of research and industry policy.

   
Ken Weckhuysen

Central Directorate for Crime 
Against Goods,

Belgian Federal Police

Ken Weckhuysen is Head of Service within the Central Directorate for 
Crime against Goods of the Belgian Federal Judicial Police. He is also the 
Project Driver of the MOCG (Mobile Organised Crime Groups) project, 
which forms part of EMPACT (European Multidisciplinary Platform against 
Criminal Threats). Other posts held include membership of the EU Contact 
Points for Tackling Cross-border Vehicle Crime expert group (CARPOL) 
under the Law Enforcement Working Party. 

Ken Weckhuysen obtained a Masters degree in Criminology at the 
University of Leuven.


