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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In recent years much has changed in Europe's security of gas supply, with dependence on 
imports increasing and supply and transit risks growing. The January 2009 Russian-Ukrainian 
gas crisis demonstrated that investments in infrastructures across Europe are still needed and 
that further market integration would improve the security of supply. 

The security of supply aspects of long-term planning of investments in sufficient cross-border 
capacities and other infrastructures, ensuring the long-term ability of the system to guarantee 
security of supply and meet reasonable demands are addressed by Directive 2009/73/EC 
concerning common rules for the internal market in natural gas.

This proposal wishes to ensure that there is sufficient infrastructure and preparedness to 
prevent and cope with immediate gas supply disruptions. It aims to ensure that the internal gas 
market continues to function effectively as long as possible during such events and that there 
are clear mechanisms for a coordinated response to concrete disruptions of supply.

To allow for a more effective response, Directive 2004/67/EC, which establishes a number 
measures to ensure the security of gas supply, should be replaced by a Regulation (which in 
itself is more effective due to its direct applicability) containing more precise security of 
supply standards and planning for emergencies. 

Though the rapporteur for opinion welcomes the proposal, she is of the view that there is 
room for further improvement, mainly with regard to consumer protection issues and the 
application of market based instruments during a gas crisis.  She therefore proposes 
amendments along the following lines:

 Affordable and easy access to energy for all European consumers has a high priority 
for the rapporteur for opinion. This has to be guaranteed also during crisis situations, 
particularly to the protected customers whose scope has to be clearly and 
pragmatically defined. Customers have to be informed properly about their right to 
uninterrupted supply during a crisis;

 Any disruption of supply has to be met with a graduated and coordinated response at 
the level of gas undertakings, Members States, and the Community. While security of 
gas supply is a shared task among these actors, their respective roles and 
responsibilities have to be clearly defined;

 Market based instruments to respond to supply disruptions have to take clear 
precedence over any non-market based measures which should only be resorted to as a 
last resort.
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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) It is important that gas supply is 
maintained, particularly as regards 
household customers, as well as other 
protected customers such as schools and 
hospitals, in cases in which the market 
cannot continue to supply them. It is 
essential that the measures to be taken 
during a crisis are defined in advance of 
any crisis.

(18) It is important that gas supply to 
protected customers is maintained in cases 
in which the market cannot continue to 
supply them. It is essential that the 
measures to be taken during a crisis are 
defined in advance of any crisis.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Regulation establishes measures 
aimed at safeguarding the security of gas 
supply so as to ensure the proper and 
continuous functioning of the internal 
market for gas by providing for a clear 
definition and attribution of responsibilities 
and for a coordination of the response at 
the level of the Member States and the 
Community regarding both preventive 
action and the reaction to concrete 
disruptions of supply. 

This Regulation establishes measures 
aimed at safeguarding the security of gas 
supply so as to ensure the proper and 
continuous functioning of the internal 
market for gas by providing for a clear 
definition and attribution of responsibilities 
and for a coordination of the response at 
the level of natural gas undertakings, the 
Member States and the Community 
regarding both preventive action and the 
reaction to concrete disruptions of supply. 
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Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) "protected customers" means all 
household customers already connected to 
a gas distribution network, and, if the 
Member State concerned so decides, can 
also include small and medium-sized 
enterprises, schools and hospitals provided 
that they are already connected to a gas 
distribution network;

(1) "protected customers" means all 
household customers, schools and hospitals 
provided that they are already connected to 
a gas distribution network, and small and 
medium-sized enterprises provided that 
they are already connected to a gas 
distribution network to the extent 
additional supply is available;

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Natural gas undertakings shall 
contribute toward the achievement of the 
aims of this Regulation, in particular the 
infrastructure standard set out in Article 6 
thereof and the supply standard set out in 
Article 7 thereof. 

Or. en
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Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5a. Member States shall ensure customers 
are informed about the supply standard 
set out in  paragraph 1 and any consumer 
protection rights they enjoy under 
Directive 2009/73/EC. 

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 - point 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) Identify the contribution of the non-
market based measures planned or to be 
implemented for the Emergency level 
listed in Annex III and assess the degree to 
which the use of non-market based 
measures is necessary to cope with the 
crisis, assess their effects and define the 
procedures to implement them;

(7) Identify the contribution of the non-
market based measures planned or to be 
implemented for the Emergency level 
listed in Annex III and assess the degree to 
which the use of non-market based 
measures is necessary to cope with the 
crisis, assess their effects and define the 
procedures to implement them; non-
market based measures shall be used to 
ensure the security of gas supply only as a 
last resort;

Or. en


