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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

It is the second time the Committee for Internal Marked and Consumer Protection considers 
the Commission proposal on Food Information to Consumers. The Rapporteur acknowledges 
the great amount of work the previous Committee put into the Opinion, drafted by Ms. 
Bernadette Vergnaud. The Rapporteur has decided not to open up the Pandora's Box by 
tabling a large quantity of new amendments. Instead the Rapporteur chose to include the main 
part of the opinion that reached a majority in the previous Committee. This decision was led 
by the acknowledgement on the one hand of the great amount of work done by the previous 
committee and on the other hand of the need to reach compromises in order to attain 
sustainable food labelling in Europe.

The Rapporteur recognizes that the debate on food labelling was an important issue during the 
campaign for the elections of the European Parliament this spring. That is why there is a need 
to discuss certain concerns contained in the Commission proposal. The aim of this Opinion is 
the same as Ms. Vergnaud Opinion adopted in February 2009. Consumers need to have the 
possibility to make a well-informed choice concerning their selection of food. And this well-
informed choice should - among other things - assist in solving the increasing problem of 
obesity in Europe.

Food information therefore has to give a thorough introduction to the content of the specific 
food the consumer is buying as well as give a quick overview of whether the food is suitable 
or not while making a healthy choice of foods. Consequently the Rapporteur has chosen to 
include many of the amendments from the prior Committee opinion. 

As a main point the Rapporteur has chosen to keep the mandatory content in the nutrient 
declaration as the previous Committee recommended. The Rapporteur has included the big 8 
nutrients - all of them indicated by 100 g or 100 ml - to be present in the same field of vision 
on the package. The presentation does not have to be in the main field of vision or in the front 
of pack. The Rapporteur suggests that the front of pack should be used to give a quick 
overview. That is why the Rapporteur proposes that the energy value (calorific value) should 
be on the front of pack. This information should be supplemented by a colour code which 
would indicate whether the food has a high, medium, or low value in energy.

Another addition regards the Rapporteur suggestion that all types of alcohol should be 
labelled. Alcohol contains large amounts of calories which can have a huge influence on the 
daily consumption of energy. The Rapporteur states that the consumer should have this 
information at the same time as he or she analyzes the food information. 

Well-informed and better educated consumers will be able to take responsibility for their own 
health. The Rapporteur believes that the improvement of food information will be essential 
for European consumers in their daily life, when making informed choices during shopping.

AMENDMENTS
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The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 
the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) There is public interest in the 
relationship between diet and health and in 
the choice of an appropriate diet to suit 
individual needs. The Commission White 
Paper on a Strategy for Europe on 
Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity related 
health issues noted that nutrition labelling 
is an important tool to inform consumers 
about the composition of the foods and 
help them make an informed choice. The 
EU consumer policy strategy 2007 - 2013 
underlined that allowing consumers to 
make informed choice is essential both to 
effective competition and consumer 
welfare. Knowledge of the basic principles 
of nutrition and appropriate nutrition 
information on foods would contribute 
significantly towards enabling the 
consumer to make such an informed 
choice.

(10) There is public interest in the 
relationship between diet and health and in 
the choice of an appropriate diet to suit 
individual needs. The Commission White 
Paper on a Strategy for Europe on 
Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity related 
health issues noted that nutrition labelling 
is one method of informing consumers 
about the composition of the foods and 
help them make an informed choice. 
Education and information campaigns 
run by Member States are an important 
mechanism for improving consumer 
understanding of food information. The 
EU consumer policy strategy 2007 - 2013 
underlined that allowing consumers to 
make informed choice is essential both to 
effective competition and consumer 
welfare. Knowledge of the basic principles 
of nutrition and appropriate nutrition 
information on foods would contribute 
significantly towards enabling the 
consumer to make such an informed 
choice.

Or. en

Justification

Improving diet and consumer understanding of food nutrition cannot be achieved by labelling 
alone.  Even now, consumers do not understand some labelling information and it is essential 
that Member States are more involved in information campaigns designed to improve 
consumer understanding.
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Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) New mandatory food information 
requirements should however only be 
established if and where necessary, in 
accordance with the principles of 
subsidiarity, proportionality and 
sustainability.

(19) New mandatory food information 
requirements should however only be 
established if and where necessary, in 
accordance with the principles of 
subsidiarity, proportionality, transparency 
and sustainability.

Or. en

Justification

To remain in line with current EU objectives for a fully functioning internal market, it is 
crucial that any new requirements are notified and thoroughly examined by all stakeholders 
to ensure they are justified and will not impede the free movement of goods

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) In order to take account of changes 
and developments in the field of food 
information, provisions should be made to 
empower the Commission to amend the list 
of mandatory information by adding or 
removing particulars and for enabling the 
availability of certain particulars through 
alternative means. Consultation with 
stakeholders should facilitate timely and 
well targeted changes of food information 
requirements.

(23) In order to take account of changes 
and developments in the field of food 
information, provisions should be made to 
empower the Commission to amend the list 
of mandatory information by adding or 
removing particulars and for enabling the 
availability of certain particulars through 
alternative means. Public consultation with 
all stakeholders should facilitate timely and
well targeted changes of food information 
requirements.

Or. en

Justification

Any change to the list of mandatory labelling requirements has a significant impact on the 
food and drink industry.  It is therefore important that the legislation makes it clear that all 
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stakeholders must be consulted when new labelling requirements are being considered, 
thereby ensuring that the procedure is transparent and all parties able to voice their opinions.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) Food labels should be clear and 
understandable to assist consumers 
wanting to make better-informed food and 
dietary choices. Studies show that legibility 
is an important element in maximising the 
possibility that labelled information can 
influence its audience and that the small 
print size is one of the main causes of 
consumer dissatisfaction with food labels.

(25) Food labels should be clear and 
understandable to assist consumers 
wanting to make better-informed food and 
dietary choices. Studies show that legibility 
is an important element in maximising the 
possibility that labelled information can 
influence its audience and consequently 
factors such as size, font, colour and 
contrast should be considered together to 
ensure consumer satisfaction with food 
labels.

Or. en

Justification

The legibility of labels is crucial for consumers and should continue to be a requirement 
under the new Regulation.  However, when assessing label clarity a number of factors need to 
be considered and not just font size

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) With a view to provide consumers 
with food information that is necessary to 
make an informed choice, alcoholic mixed
beverages should also provide information 
on their ingredients. 

(27) With a view to providing consumers 
with food information that is necessary to 
make an informed choice, all alcoholic 
beverages, including wine, beers, spirits 
and alcoholic mixed beverages should
provide information on their ingredients.

Or. en
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Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) It is also important to provide 
consumers with information on the other 
alcoholic beverages. Specific Community 
rules already exist on the labelling of 
wine. Council Regulation (EC) No 
1493/1999 of 17 May 1999 on the 
common organisation of the market in 
wine1 provides an exhaustive set of 
technical standards which fully cover all 
oenological practices, manufacturing 
methods and means of presentation and 
labelling of wines, thus ensuring that all 
stages in the chain are covered and that 
consumers are protected and properly 
informed. In particular, this legislation 
describes in a precise and exhaustive 
manner the substances likely to be used in 
the production process, together with the 
conditions for their use via a positive list 
of oenological practices and treatments; 
any practice not included in this list is 
prohibited. Therefore, it is appropriate to 
exempt wine at this stage from the 
obligation to list the ingredients and to 
provide for a nutrition declaration. As 
regards beer and spirits as defined in 
Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) No. […] 
of […] of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on the definition, description, 
presentation, labelling and the protection 
of geographical indications of spirit 
drinks and repealing Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 1576/892, and in order to 
ensure a consistent approach and 
coherence with the conditions established 
for wine, the same kind of exemptions 
shall apply. However, the Commission 
will produce a report after five years of 
the entry into force of this Regulation and 
may propose, if necessary, specific 
requirements in the context of this 

deleted
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Regulation. 
___________
1 OJ L 179, 14.7.1999, p. 1.
2 OJ L [...], [...], p. [...].

Or. en

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) In general, consumers are not aware of 
the potential contribution of alcoholic 
beverages to their overall diet. Therefore, it 
is appropriate to ensure that information on 
the nutrient content of in particular mixed
alcoholic beverages is provided.

(34) In general, consumers are not aware of 
the potential contribution of alcoholic 
beverages to their overall diet. Therefore, it 
is appropriate to ensure that information on 
the energy and carbohydrate content of all 
alcoholic beverages is provided.

Or. en

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 37

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(37) To appeal to the average consumer 
and to serve the informative purpose for 
which it is introduced, and given the 
current level of knowledge on the subject 
of nutrition, the information provided 
should be simple and easily understood. 
Research has indicated that consumers find 
the information in the principal field of 
view or 'front of pack' is useful when 
making purchasing decisions. Therefore, to 
ensure that the consumers can readily see 
the essential nutrition information when 
purchasing foods such information should 

(37) To appeal to the average consumer 
and to serve the informative purpose for 
which it is introduced, and given the 
current level of knowledge on the subject 
of nutrition, the information provided 
should be simple and easily understood. 
Research has indicated that consumers find 
the information in the principal field of 
view or 'front of pack' is useful when 
making purchasing decisions. Therefore, to 
ensure that the consumers can readily see 
the essential nutrition information when 
purchasing foods, 'the energy value 
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be in the principal field of view of the 
label.

(calorific value)' should be indicated in 
the principal field of vision on the front of 
the pack, through a multiple colour 
coding system. However, all nutrition 
information (with repeated energy value) 
should be placed together in one place in 
the same field of vision on the package.  

Or. en

Justification

It is preferred that the mandatory as well as the voluntary nutrition information be presented 
in the same field of vision - as the current legislation prescribes in case of nutrition 
declaration - as it would confuse the consumers if the various pieces of nutrition information 
are to be looked for in different places on the packages.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 38 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38a) The Commission should present a 
proposal for an EU-wide ban on artificial 
trans fatty acids. Until such a ban enters 
into force, the labelling of artificial trans 
fatty acids should be mandatory.

Or. en

Justification

In its report on the White Paper on nutrition-, overweight- and obesity-related health issues 
the European Parliament called for an EU-wide ban on artificial trans-fatty acids. As 
artificial trans fatty acids are detrimental to health and avoidable, an EU-wide ban should be 
introduced to protect the consumers. To protect consumers the labelling of artificial trans 
fatty acids should be mandatory until such a ban enters into force.

Amendment 10
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Proposal for a regulation
Recital 41

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(41) Member States should retain the right, 
depending on local practical conditions and 
circumstances, to lay down rules in respect 
of the provision of information concerning 
non-prepacked foods. Although in such 
cases the consumer demand for other 
information is limited, information on 
potential allergens is considered very 
important. Evidence suggests that most 
food allergy incidents can be traced back to 
non-prepacked food. Therefore such 
information should always be provided to 
the consumer.

(41) Member States should retain the right, 
depending on local practical conditions and 
circumstances, to lay down rules in respect 
of the provision of information concerning 
non-prepacked foods and prepacked foods 
and meals produced and directly supplied 
by local retail establishments or mass 
caterers to the final consumer. Although 
in such cases the consumer demand for 
other information is limited, information 
on potential allergens is considered very 
important. Evidence suggests that most 
food allergy incidents can be traced back to 
non-prepacked food. Therefore such 
information should always be provided to 
the consumer.

Or. en

Justification

Prepacked food produced by small retail establishments or mass caterers are produced in a 
non-standardized way whereby the ingredients and recipes may vary frequently. It is not 
possible to establish a precise nutrition declaration for these types of food. Also, the task 
would be too time consuming and expensive for these companies. It is important that these 
types of food are exempted from the requirement for a nutrition declaration, either in general, 
or by giving Member States the right to lay down rules for these categories, as is already 
granted for non-prepacked foods.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

By …*, the Commission shall publish a 
comprehensive and updated list of the 
labelling requirements provided for in 
specific Community legislation applicable 
to particular foods. The Commission 
shall, not later than … **, submit a report 
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to the European Parliament and the 
Council on the compliance of those 
specific labelling requirements with this 
Regulation. The Commission shall, if 
appropriate, accompany that report with a 
relevant proposal.
___________
*
** 18 months from the date of entry into force of 
this Regulation.

Or. en

Justification

Simplification is one of the primary goals of this proposal. Too many sector specific 
European Directives and Regulations contain labelling provisions. It is necessary to collect 
all of them, to verify their consistency with general principles and to give easy access to this 
huge amount of requirements to all the operators and stakeholders in the food chain, taking 
into account any possible incoherence with the general rules.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point s

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(s) 'date of minimum durability of a food' 
means the date until which the food retains 
its specific properties when properly
stored;

(s) 'date of minimum durability of a food' 
means the date until which the food retains 
its specific properties when stored as 
indicated;

Or. en

Justification

The date of minimum durability should be taken together with the indicated storage 
conditions. It is the food business operator's responsibility to determine and indicate the date 
of minimum durability in conjunction with the storage conditions. In addition, the 'use by' 
date should also be indicated in the same location. 

Amendment 13
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point t a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ta) ‘date of manufacture’ means the date 
on which the food became the product as 
described. 

Or. en

Justification

In order to improve consumer information, there should be a definition of manufacture date. 
The suggested definition is identical with the definition in Codex (CODEX STAN 1-1985).

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. When food information law establishes 
new requirements, consideration shall be 
given to the need for a transitory period 
after the entry into force of the new 
requirements, during which foods bearing 
labels not complying with the new 
requirements can be placed on the market 
and for stocks of such foods that have been 
placed on the market before the end of the 
transitory period to continue to be sold 
until exhausted. 

3. When food information law establishes 
new requirements, unless such 
requirements relate to the protection of 
human health, a transitory period shall be 
granted of no more than 18 months after 
the entry into force of the new 
requirements, during which foods bearing 
labels not complying with the new 
requirements can be placed on the market 
and for stocks of such foods that have been 
placed on the market before the end of the 
transitory period to continue to be sold 
until exhausted.

Or. en

Justification

To facilitate the smooth functioning of the internal market, as well as to minimise packaging 
waste, it is normal that a transitory period is provided when new labelling requirements are 
introduced, unless it relates to an immediate health risk to the public, in which case such a 
period may not be appropriate.
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Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Food business operators, within the 
business under their control, shall not 
modify the information accompanying a 
food if such modification would mislead 
the final consumer or otherwise reduce the 
level of consumer protection, particularly 
with regard to health.

2. Food business operators, within the 
business under their control, shall not 
modify the information accompanying a 
food if such modification would mislead 
the final consumer or otherwise reduce the 
level of consumer protection, particularly 
with regard to health and the ability to 
make an informed choice.

Or. en

Justification

This requirement should not be limited solely to issues of health protection. 

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Food business operators responsible for 
retail or distribution activities which do not 
affect food information shall act with due 
care to ensure, within the limits of their 
respective activities, the presence of the 
applicable food information requirements, 
in particular by not supplying foods which 
they know or presume to be non 
compliant, on the basis of the information 
in their possession as professionals.

4. Food business operators responsible for 
retail or distribution activities which do not 
affect food information shall, within the 
limits of their respective activities, not 
supply foods which they know, on the 
basis of the information in their possession 
as professionals or which has been 
provided to them by their suppliers, do not 
comply with this Regulation.

Or. en

Justification

Distributors cannot be held wholly responsible a priori for the information displayed on 
products not carrying their name.
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Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Food business operators within the 
business under their control shall ensure 
that information relating to non-prepacked 
food shall be transmitted to the operator 
receiving the food in order to enable, 
where appropriate, the provision of the 
mandatory food information specified in 
Article 9(1) points (a) to (c) and (f) to the 
final consumer.

5. Food business operators within the 
business under their control shall ensure 
that information relating to non-prepacked 
food shall be transmitted to the operator 
receiving the food in order to enable, 
where appropriate, the provision of the 
mandatory food information specified in 
Article 9(1)(a) to (d), (g) and (i) to the 
final consumer.

Or. en

Justification

The right to information concerning quantities of ingredients and country of origin should 
also apply to non-prepacked products. 

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 6 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Notwithstanding subparagraph 1, food 
business operators shall ensure that the 
particulars referred to in Article 9(1) (a), 
(f) and (h) also appear on the external 
packaging in which the food is presented 
for marketing.

Notwithstanding subparagraph 1, food 
business operators shall ensure that the 
particulars referred to in Article 9(1)(a), 
(f), (g) and (h) also appear on the external 
packaging in which the food is presented 
for marketing.

Or. en

Amendment 19
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 - paragraph 1 - introductory wording

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. In accordance with Articles 10 to 34 and 
subject to the exceptions contained in this 
Chapter, indication of the following 
particulars shall be mandatory. 

1. In accordance with Articles 10 to 34 and 
subject to the exceptions contained in this 
Chapter, Chapter V and Chapter VI,
indication of the following particulars shall 
be mandatory.

Or. en

Justification

A reference to Chapters V and VI, clarifies that for non-prepacked food, not all mandatory 
particulars are required and that for food labelled voluntarily, the Chapter IV requirements 
apply only if voluntary information is provided. A food business operator that voluntarily 
provides nutritional information should not have to provide other information which would 
normally be required in the case of pre-packed food but that is irrelevant in the case of non-
prepacked foods. In addition, food business operator should have the flexibility on how to 
provide that information.

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) any ingredient listed in Annex II 
causing allergies or intolerances, and any 
substance derived therefrom;

(c) any ingredient listed in Annex II 
causing allergies or intolerances, and any 
substance derived therefrom, with due 
respect to specific provisions for non-
prepacked foods; 

Or. en

Justification

The Commission text, in connection with Article 13 (4), extends the obligation of labelling 
allergens for non-pre-packed food. A requirement to label allergens for non pre-packed food 
would entail a systematic labelling of allergens, to cover any risk of cross 
contamination. However, it seems that associations of people with allergies prefer a 
disclosure obligation on the retail space through a display or the provision of data sheets.
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Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) the date of minimum durability or the 
'use by' date;

(f) the date of minimum durability or, in 
the case of foodstuffs which, from the 
microbiological point of view, are 
perishable, the 'use by' date;

Or. en

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) the date of manufacture;

Or. en

Justification

In order to fulfil the purpose of the regulation of providing the consumer with appropriate 
information about the food they consume in order to enable him to make informed choices, it 
is essential that the consumer be informed about the date of manufacture. 

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Commission may amend Annex 
III. Those measures designed to amend 
non-essential elements of this Regulation 
by supplementing it shall be adopted, in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(4).

deleted
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Or. en

Justification

Amendments to the mandatory labelling elements are not “non-essential elements” of the
Regulation that could possibly be agreed via Comitology. It is the legislator’s prerogative to 
do so.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 9 shall be without prejudice to more 
specific Community provisions regarding 
weights and measures.

Article 9 shall be without prejudice to more 
specific Community provisions regarding 
weights and measures. The provisions of 
Directive 2007/45/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 
5 September 2007 laying down rules on 
nominal quantities for prepacked 
products1 shall be complied with.
_________

1 OJ L 247, 21.9.2007, p. 17.

Or. en

Justification

To make the regulation easier to read a reference to Directive 2007/45/EC laying down rules 
on nominal quantities for prepacked products should be included.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. In the case of non-prepacked food, the 
provisions of Article 41 shall apply. 

4. In the case of non-prepacked food and 
foods packed on the sales premises at the 
consumer’s request or prepacked for 
direct sale, the provisions of Article 41 
shall apply. 
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Or. en

Justification

This addition clarifies the fact that Article 13(4) also refers to Article 41 in connection not 
only with prepacked food, but also with directly packed food (food that is packed at the point 
of sale). The Commission’s proposed wording of Article 13(4) does not refer to directly 
packed foods, although they are regulated by Article 41, to which Article 13(4) refers. 

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Without prejudice to specific 
Community legislation applicable to 
particular foods as regards to the 
requirements referred to in Article 9(1)(a) 
to (k), when appearing on the package or 
on the label attached thereto, the 
mandatory particulars listed in Article 9(1) 
shall be printed on the package or on the 
label in characters of a font size of at least 
3mm and shall be presented in a way so as 
to ensure a significant contrast between 
the print and background.

1. Without prejudice to specific 
Community legislation applicable to 
particular foods as regards to the 
requirements referred to in Article 9(1)(a) 
to (k), when appearing on the package or 
on the label attached thereto, the 
mandatory particulars listed in Article 9(1) 
shall be printed on the package or on the 
label in characters in a legible font of a 
size of:

- at least 1,2 mm for packages or 
containers the largest surface or label of 
which has an area of between 25 and 50 
cm2;
- at least 2 mm for packages or containers 
the largest surface or label of which has 
an area of between 50 and 75 cm2;
- at least 2,5 mm for packages or 
containers the largest surface or label of 
which has an area of more than 75 cm2.

Or. en

Justification

A minimum font size of 3 mm would increase package size, which is contrary to 
environmental objectives. A slightly smaller size is sufficient for most consumers, providing 
that strict legibility criteria are applied.
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Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The mandatory particulars listed in 
Article 9(1) shall be presented in such a 
way as to ensure a significant contrast 
between print and background and as to 
be easily visible, clearly legible and 
indelible.

Or. en

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The particulars listed in Article 9(1) (a), 
(e) and (k) shall appear in the same field of 
vision.

2. The particulars listed in Article 9(1)(a), 
(e) and (k) and in Article 9(1)(c), (f), (g) 
and (j) shall appear in the same field of 
vision. 

Or. en

Justification

All health-related information (allergens, 'use-by’ date, storage conditions and instructions 
for use) should appear in the same field of vision.

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The minimum font size referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall not apply in case of 

4. The minimum font size referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall not apply in the case of 
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packaging or containers the largest surface 
of which has an area of less than 10 cm2.

packaging or containers the largest surface 
of which has an area of less than 25 cm2. 
Specific national provisions may be 
adopted for such packaging or containers 
in the case of Member States which have 
more than one official language.

Or. en

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. In the case of packaging or containers 
the largest surface of which has an area of 
less than 10 cm2 only the particulars listed 
in Article 9(1) (a), (c), (e) and (f) shall be 
mandatory on the package or on the label. 
The particulars referred to in 
Article 9(1)(b) shall be provided through 
other means or shall be available at the 
request of the consumer.

2. Without prejudice to the provisions of 
Article 14(4), in the case of packaging or 
containers the largest surface of which has 
an area of less than 25 cm2 only the 
particulars listed in Article 9(1) (a), (b),
(c), (e) and (f) shall be mandatory on the 
package or on the label. To deal with any 
legibility problems, the particulars referred 
to in Article 9(1)(b) shall also be provided 
through other means or shall be available at 
the request of the consumer.

Or. en

Justification

The list of ingredients should always be indicated, whatever the size of the packaging. 
However, since applying Article 14(4) does not guarantee optimum legibility for consumers, 
the information should also be provided through other means.

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The name of the food shall be its legal
name. In the absence of such name, the 

1. The name of the food shall be its legally 
prescribed name. In the absence of such a
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name of the food shall be its customary 
name, or, if there is no customary name or 
the customary name is not used, a 
descriptive name of the food shall be 
provided.

name, the name of the food shall be its 
customary name, or, if there is no 
customary name or the customary name is 
not used, a descriptive name of the food 
shall be provided.

Or. en

Justification

Linguistic adjustment to ensure consistency with the current terminology of 
Directive 2000/13/EC (Labelling Directive).

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 20 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) wine as defined in Council Regulation  
(EC) No 1493/1999, beer, and spirits as 
defined in Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) 
No. […] of […] of the European 
Parliament and the Council on the 
definitions, description, presentation, 
labelling and the protection of 
geographical indications of spirit drinks 
and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) 
No 1576/89. The Commission shall 
produce a report [five years of the entry 
into force of this Regulation] concerning 
the application of Article 19 on these 
products and may accompany this report 
by specific measures determining the 
rules for labelling ingredients. Those 
measures designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Regulation, by 
supplementing it shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3);

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 33
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 1 - subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Any ingredient listed in Annex II or any 
substance originating from an ingredient 
listed in that Annex, subject to the 
exceptions thereof provided for in that 
Annex, shall be indicated on the label with 
a precise reference to the name of the 
ingredient.

1. Any ingredient listed in Annex II or any 
substance originating from an ingredient 
listed in that Annex, subject to the 
exceptions thereto provided for in that 
Annex, shall be indicated on the label with 
a precise reference to the name of the 
ingredient or the substance causing 
allergies or intolerances.

Or. en

Justification

Labelling the substance causing allergies or intolerances instead of the ingredient containing 
such substance is clearer and more effective. 

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 24 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) in units of liquid in the case of liquids; (a) in units of liquid in the case of liquids 
within the meaning of Council 
Directive 85/339/EEC of 27 June 1985 on 
containers of liquids for human 
consumption1;
__________
1 OJ L 176, 6.7.1985, p. 18.

Or. en

Justification

Linguistic adjustment to ensure consistency with the current terminology of Directive
2000/13/EC (Labelling Directive). Paragraph 1 should be more specific, since for certain 
foodstuffs (including ketchup, sauces, mayonnaise, ice cream or spices) there is legal

Amendment 35
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) energy value; (a) energy value (calorific value);

Or. en

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) the amounts of fat, saturates,
carbohydrates with specific reference to 
sugars, and salt.

(b) the amounts of fat, carbohydrates, salt 
and sugars;

Or. en

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point ba (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) the amounts of saturates, trans fats, 
fibre and protein.

Or. en

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This paragraph shall not apply to wine as 
defined in Council Regulation (EC) No 

In the case of alcoholic beverages, the 
mandatory nutrition declaration shall 
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1493/1999, beer, and spirits as defined in 
Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) No. […] 
of […] of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on the definition, description, 
presentation, labelling and the protection 
of geographical indications of spirit 
drinks and repealing Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 1576/89. The Commission shall 
produce a report after [five years of the 
entry into force of this Regulation] 
concerning the application of this 
paragraph on these products and may 
accompany this report by specific 
measures determining the rules for a 
mandatory nutrition declaration for these 
products. Those measures designed to 
amend non-essential elements of this 
Regulation, by supplementing it shall be 
adopted in accordance with the regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny referred to in 
Article 49(3).

consist of the energy value and the 
amount of carbohydrates.

Or. en

Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 2 – points f and g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) fibre; deleted
(g) protein;

Or. en
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Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 2 – point g a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ga) cholesterol;

Or. en

Justification

Indicating the cholesterol separately from the fats containing it could be useful for 
consumers.

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 2 – point g b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(gb) date of minimum durability;

Or. en

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The lists in paragraphs 1 and 2 may be 
amended by the Commission. Those 
measures designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Regulation by 
supplementing it shall be adopted, in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3).

deleted

Or. en
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Justification

We do not consider this to be non-essential. A change of the list of nutrients will have a big 
impact; therefore, we believe it should be in the hands of the legislator.

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 31 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The amount of energy and nutrients 
referred to in paragraph 1 shall be 
expressed per 100 g or per 100 ml or, 
subject to Article 32(2) and (3), per 
portion.

2. The amount of energy and nutrients or 
their components referred to in paragraph 
1 shall be expressed per 100 g or per 100 
ml. 

The amount referred to in paragraph 1 
may also be expressed per portion.

Or. en

Justification

In order to make it possible for the consumers to compare different foodstuffs within the same 
category - irrespective of the size and content of the packages - it is imperative that the 
amount of energy and nutrients always be declared per 100 g or 100 ml. In addition, it may 
be possible to express the amounts per portion, if the producer may wish so

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 31 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The mandatory nutrition declaration 
shall be expressed, as appropriate, as a 
percentage of the reference intakes set out 
in Part B of Annex XI in relation to per 
100 g or per 100 ml or per portion. When 
provided, the declaration on vitamins and 
minerals shall also be expressed as a 
percentage of the reference intakes set out 
in point 1 of Part A of Annex XI.

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Article 32 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. In addition to the nutrition declaration 
per 100g or per 100ml referred to in Article 
31(2), the information may be expressed 
per portion as quantified on the label, 
provided that the number of portions 
contained in the package is stated.

1. In addition to the nutrition declaration 
per 100g or per 100ml referred to in Article 
31(2), the information may be expressed 
per portion as quantified on the label, 
provided that the number of portions 
contained in the package is stated and the 
portions are all identical.

Or. en

Justification

In some cases it would also be useful for consumers if the energy value was indicated as per 
portion. The definition of the size of these portions must, however, always be harmonised to 
allow a simple comparison between different brands of the same type of product.

Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
Article 32 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The nutrition declaration may be 
expressed on a per portion basis alone if 
the food is prepacked as an individual 
portion.

2. The mandatory nutrition declaration in 
the main field of vision of the element 
referred to in Article 29(1)(a) in addition 
to other provisions may be expressed on a 
per portion basis alone if the food is 
prepacked as an individual portion and the 
portions are all identical. 

Or. en

Justification

In some cases it would also be useful for consumers if the energy value was indicated as per 
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portion. The definition of the size of these portions must, however, always be harmonised to 
allow a simple comparison between different brands of the same type of product.

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 32 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The expression on a per portion basis 
alone for foods presented in packages 
containing multiple portions of the food, 
that have not been prepacked as 
individual portions, shall be established by 
the Commission. Those measures designed 
to amend non-essential elements of this 
Regulation by supplementing it, shall be 
adopted, in accordance with the regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny referred to in 
Article 49(3).

3. The expression in the main field of 
vision of the element referred to in Article 
29(1)(a) on a per portion basis alone for 
foods not referred to in paragraph 2 shall 
be established by the Commission. Those 
measures, designed to amend non-essential 
elements of this Regulation by 
supplementing it, shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3) by 
the end of the transition period.

Or. en

Justification

 In some cases it would also be useful for consumers if the energy value was indicated as per 
portion. The definition of the size of these portions must, however, always be harmonised to 
allow a simple comparison between different brands of the same type of product.

Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The particulars referred to Article 31(2) 
related to the mandatory nutrition 
declaration shall be included in the 
principal field of vision. They shall be 
presented, where appropriate, together in a 
clear format in the following order: energy, 
fat, saturates, carbohydrates with specific 
reference to sugars, and salt.

1. The particulars referred to Article 31(2) 
related to the mandatory nutrition 
declaration shall be displayed in the same
field of vision. They shall be presented, 
where appropriate, together in a clear 
format in the following order: energy, fat, 
saturates, carbohydrates with specific 
reference to sugars, and salt.
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Or. en

Justification

To allow consumers a quick glance at the energy value of the product, this should be labelled 
on the front of the pack. In addition to providing consumers with more comprehensive 
information, it is useful that consumers receive all the information they need to make an 
informed choice in the same field of vision.

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The nutrition declaration in relation to 
the nutrients referred to in Article 29(2) 
shall appear together in one place and, as 
appropriate, in the order of presentation 
provided in Part C of Annex XIII.

2. The mandatory nutrition declaration and 
the nutrition declaration relating to the 
elements referred to in Article 29(2) shall 
appear together in one place and, as 
appropriate, in relation to the elements 
referred to in Article 29(2), in the order of 
presentation provided for in Part C of 
Annex XIII.

Or. en

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

When the nutrition declaration does not 
appear in principal field of vision, it shall 
be presented in tabular form, with the
numbers aligned if space permits. Where 
space does not permit, the declaration 
shall appear in linear form.

deleted

Or. en
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Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. In addition to other provisions of this 
Article, the energy value referred in 
Article 29(1)(a) shall be indicated in the 
main field of vision through a multiple 
colour coding system. The colours green, 
yellow or amber and red shall indicate 
whether a food has a low, medium or high 
energy value. This information shall be 
communicated per 100g or per 100ml. 
The definition of the reference amounts 
for low, medium and high energy values
shall be adopted in accordance with the 
regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
referred to in Article 49(3) and based on 
an opinion of the European Food Safety
Authority. 

Or. en

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraph 4 - subparagraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In cases where the amount of energy or 
nutrient(s) in a product is equal to zero, 
the nutrition declaration for those 
elements may be replaced by the 
indication ‘Contains no …’ in close 
proximity to the nutrition declaration 
when present.

Or. en
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Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 34 – paragraphs 5 and 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Graphical forms or symbols for the 
presentation of the nutrition declaration 
may be used under a national scheme 
referred to in Article 44 provided the 
following essential requirements are met:

5. By …*, the Commission shall adopt
specific measures determining the rules 
for the graphical forms or symbols for the 
presentation of the mandatory nutrition 
declaration referred to in paragraph 1.

a) such forms of presentation shall not 
mislead the consumer; and
b) there shall be evidence of 
understanding of such forms of 
presentation by the average consumer.

6. Rules relating to other aspects of 
presentation of nutrition declaration, 
other than those referred to in paragraph 
5, may be established by the Commission. 
Those measures designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Regulation by 
supplementing it shall be adopted, in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3).

Those measures, designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Regulation by 
supplementing it, shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3). 

Without prejudice to this paragraph, and 
providing that it does not give rise to 
obstacles to the free movement of goods in 
the internal market, additional graphical 
forms or symbols for the presentation of 
the nutrition declaration may be used 
under a national scheme referred to in 
Article 44, provided that the essential 
requirements are met.
_____________

*OJ: Three years from the date of entry into force 
of this Regulation.

Or. en

Amendment 54



PE430.628v01-00 32/47 PA\795698EN.doc

EN

Proposal for a regulation
Article 35 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Without prejudice to labelling in 
accordance with specific Community 
legislation, paragraphs 3 and 4 shall 
apply where the country of origin or the 
place of provenance of a food is 
voluntarily indicated to inform consumers 
that a food originates or comes from the 
European Community or a given country 
or place. 

2. Voluntary information shall not be 
displayed to the detriment of the space 
available for mandatory information.

Or. en

Amendment 55

Proposal for a regulation
Article 35 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The provisions of Article 14 shall not 
apply to voluntary information, but such 
information shall in any case be clearly 
legible.

Or. en

Amendment 56

Proposal for a regulation
Article 35 – paragraph 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5a. For whisky, the indication of the 
country of origin shall always be given, 
and in the principal field of vision. Where 
the whisky is the product of more than 
one country, each country of origin shall 
be given.
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Or. en

Justification

It is traditional practice for whisky sold in the EU to be labelled with its country of origin, 
and consumers attach considerable importance to this information.  Some whiskies which do 
not bear indications of origin use other indications to suggest they originate in one of the 
major whisky producing countries when they do not.  It is therefore appropriate that all 
whiskies sold in the EU state their origin to avoid misleading consumers.

Amendment 57

Proposal for a regulation
Article 35 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 35a
Common positive nutrition symbol

1. By ...*, the Commission shall establish 
a common positive nutrition symbol in 
order to help consumers to identify the 
healthier option within categories of 
foods.
That measure, designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Regulation by 
supplementing it, shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3),
2. Foods eligible to carry the common 
positive nutrition symbol shall comply 
with criteria specified by the Commission 
and the nutrient profiles established in 
accordance with Article 4 of Regulation 
(EC) No 1924/2006 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 20 
December 2006 on nutrition and health 
claims made on foods1.  
3. The criteria referred to in paragraph 2 
shall be established taking into account in 
particular:
(a) the overall nutritional composition of 
the food and the presence of nutrients that 
have been scientifically recognized as 



PE430.628v01-00 34/47 PA\795698EN.doc

EN

having an effect on health;
(b) the role and importance of the food (or 
the categories of food) and its
contribution to the diet of the population 
in general or, as appropriate, of certain 
risk groups, including children.
The criteria shall be based on scientific 
knowledge of diet and nutrition and their 
relation to health. 
In setting the criteria, the Commission 
shall request the Authority to provide, 
within 12 months, the relevant scientific 
advice.
___________

* 1 January of the third year after the date of 
adoption of this Regulation.
1 OJ L 404, 30.12.2006, p. 9.

Or. en

Justification
A common positive nutrition symbol would help consumers identify the healthier options when 
buying food. Food labelled with a positive symbol could for example contain less fat, sugars, 
salt and more dietary fibre than food products of the same type not carrying the symbol. With 
a positive symbol consumers can choose a healthier option just by a quick glance at the 
moment of purchase.

Amendment 58

Proposal for a regulation
Article 37

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 37 deleted
Principle

Member States may only adopt provisions 
in the field of food information where this 
is provided for by this Regulation.

Or. en
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Amendment 59

Proposal for a regulation
Article 39

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 39 deleted
Milk and milk products

Member States may adopt measures 
derogating from Article 9(1) and 
Article 10(2) in the case of milk and milk 
products presented in glass bottles 
intended for reuse. 
They shall communicate to the 
Commission the text of those measures 
without delay.

Or. en

Amendment 60

Proposal for a regulation
Article 41 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Where foods are offered for sale to the 
final consumer or to mass caterers without 
prepackaging, or where foods are packed 
on the sales premises at the consumer’s 
request or prepacked for direct sale, the 
Member States may adopt detailed rules 
concerning the manner in which the 
particulars specified in Articles 9 and 10
are to be shown.

1. Where foods are offered for sale to the 
final consumer or to mass caterers without 
prepackaging, or where foods are packed 
on the sales premises at the consumer’s 
request or prepacked for direct sale, the 
Member States may adopt detailed rules 
concerning the manner in which the 
particulars specified in Article 9(1)(a) to 
(d), (g) and (i) and Article 10 are to be 
shown or given.

Or. en

Amendment 61
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 41 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Member States may decide not to 
require the provision of some of the 
particulars referred to in paragraph 1, 
other than those referred to in Article 9(1) 
(c), provided that the consumer or mass 
caterer still receives sufficient 
information.

2. Member States may require the other 
particulars specified in Articles 9 and 10 to 
be shown or given, and may adopt 
detailed rules concerning the manner in 
which those particulars are to be shown 
or given.

Or. en

Justification

The regulatory instrument chosen (a Regulation) has for its result a change of regime for 
non-prepacked foodstuffs, potentially making all the rules contained in the proposal directly 
applicable to non-prepacked foodstuffs unless a Member State decides to exclude some or all 
of the requirements.
The purpose of this amendment is to clarify the inconsistency and go back to the previous 
regime, where a Member State had to take pro-active steps to require the provision of some of 
the mandatory particulars. As there is almost no cross-border activity for these products, 
there is no single market concern in case of different national rules.

Amendment 62

Proposal for a regulation
Article 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 42 deleted
Notification procedure

1. When reference is made to this Article, 
the Member State which deems it 
necessary to adopt new food information 
legislation, shall notify in advance the 
Commission and the other Member States 
of the measures envisaged and give the 
reasons justifying them.
2. The Commission shall consult the 
Standing Committee on the Food Chain 
and Animal Health set up by Article 58(1) 
of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 if it 
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considers such consultation to be useful 
or if a Member State so requests.
3. The Member State concerned may take 
the envisaged measures only three months 
after the notification referred to in 
paragraph 1, provided that it has not 
received a negative opinion from the 
Commission.
4. If the Commission’s opinion is 
negative, it shall initiate the procedure 
referred to in Article 49(2) before the 
expiry of that three-month period in order 
to determine whether the envisaged 
measures may be implemented. The 
Commission may require certain 
amendments to be made to the envisaged 
measures. The Member State concerned 
may take the envisaged measures only 
after the Commission has adopted its final 
decision.
5. Directive 98/34/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 22 June 
1998 laying down a procedure for the 
provision of information in the field of 
technical standards and regulations shall 
not apply to the measures falling within 
the notification procedure specified in 
paragraphs 1 to 4.

Or. en

Amendment 63

Proposal for a regulation
Article 43

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 43 deleted
Detailed rules

Detailed rules for the application of this 
Chapter may be adopted by the 
Commission. Those measures designed to 
amend non-essential elements of this 
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Regulation by supplementing it shall be 
adopted in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 49(2).

Or. en

Amendment 64

Proposal for a regulation
Article 44

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 44 deleted
National Schemes

1. Member States may adopt, recommend 
or otherwise endorse national schemes 
consisting of exclusively non-binding 
rules, such as recommendations, 
guidance, standards or any other non 
binding rules, (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘national schemes’) aimed at ensuring 
the application of the following provisions 
and in compliance with the essential 
requirements set out therein:
(a) Article 33(2), relating to additional 
forms of expression of the nutritional 
declaration;
(b) Article 34(5), relating to the 
presentation of the nutrition declaration.
2. The implementation by national 
schemes of other provisions of food 
information law, in addition to those listed 
in paragraph 1, and the relevant essential 
requirements may be established by the 
Commission. Those measures designed to 
amend non-essential elements of this 
Regulation by supplementing it shall be 
adopted in accordance with the regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny referred to in 
Article 49(3).
3. National schemes may be developed by 
Member States on their own initiative or 
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at the request of stakeholders in 
compliance with the general principles 
and requirements laid down in Chapter II 
and III of this Regulation, and:
(a) as a result of sound consumer 
research; and
(b) following extensive consultation with a 
wide range of stakeholders drawing on 
best practices.
4. National schemes shall include 
appropriate mechanisms to allow 
consumers to identify foods that are 
labelled in compliance with national 
schemes, to monitor the level of 
compliance with the scheme and to assess 
its impact.
5. Member States shall provide the 
Commission with the details of the 
national schemes referred to in paragraph 
1, including an identifier for foods that 
are labelled in compliance with that 
national scheme. The Commission shall 
make those details available to the public, 
in particular through a dedicated page on 
the Internet.
6. The Commission shall encourage and 
organise the exchange of information 
between Member States and with itself on 
matters relating to the adoption and 
implementation of the national schemes. 
It shall encourage the participation of 
stakeholders to such exchange, in 
particular through the Advisory Group on 
the Food Chain Animal and Plant Health 
set up by Commission 
Decision 2004/613/EC of 6 August 2004 
concerning the creation of an advisory 
group on the food chain and animal and 
plant health.
7. The Commission, after consulting with 
Member States, may adopt Guidelines 
concerning the application of this Article.

Or. en



PE430.628v01-00 40/47 PA\795698EN.doc

EN

Amendment 65

Proposal for a regulation
Article 45

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 45 deleted
Presumption of conformity

1. Any food information provided in 
conformity with a national scheme shall 
be presumed to comply with the essential 
requirements referred to in Article 44(1) 
and (2).
2. The application of national schemes 
shall not give rise to obstacles to the free 
movement of products.

Or. en

Amendment 66

Proposal for a regulation
Article 46

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 46 deleted
Community measures

1. If the Commission considers that a 
national scheme is not in compliance with 
the provisions of this Regulation, it may 
adopt a decision, after having informed 
the Committee referred to in Article 49(1), 
requesting a Member State to repeal or 
amend that national scheme.
2. The Commission may adopt 
implementing measures relating to the 
provisions referred to in Article 44(1) and 
(2). Those measures designed to amend 
non-essential elements of this Regulation 
by supplementing it shall be adopted in 
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accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 49(3).

Or. en

Amendment 67

Proposal for a regulation
Article 47

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article47 deleted
Implementing rules

Detailed rules for the application of this 
Chapter may be adopted by the 
Commission. Those measures designed to 
amend non-essential elements of this 
Regulation by supplementing it shall be 
adopted in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 49(2). 

Or. en

Amendment 68

Proposal for a regulation
Article 53 - paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 17(1) shall apply from [the first 
day of the month 15 years after the entry 
into force].

Or. en

Amendment 69
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 53 - paragraph 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Food placed on the market prior to the 
date of entry into force of this Regulation 
which does not comply with this 
Regulation may be marketed until all 
stocks have been exhausted.

Or. en

Amendment 70

Proposal for a regulation
Annex III – point 2.3 – right-hand column

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

‘contains a source of phenylalanine’ ‘contains aspartame’

Or. en

Justification

This amendment seeks to aid consumer understanding by replacing a technical term with a 
more common name.

Amendment 71

Proposal for a regulation
Annex III – point 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5a. SURFACE TREATMENT OF 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Fruits and 
vegetables that 
have received 
post-harvest 
surface treatment 
by use of 

‘Surface treated’



PA\795698EN.doc 43/47 PE430.628v01-00

EN

additives or 
pesticides

Or. en

Justification

The current rules do not contain a general requirement for information on post-harvest 
surface treatment of fruits and vegetables by either additives or pesticides to maintain 
freshness.  This means that products appear with another form of “freshness” than expected 
by the consumer. Consumers are entitled to receive information on the fact that the foodstuff 
they purchase is surface treated.

Amendment 72

Proposal for a regulation
Annex IV – indent 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- waters intended for human consumption, 
including those where the only added 
ingredients are carbon dioxide and/or 
flavourings;

- natural mineral waters or other waters 
intended for human consumption, 
including those where the only added 
ingredients are carbon dioxide and/or 
flavourings;

Or. en

Amendment 73

Proposal for a regulation
Annex IV – indent 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- sugar;

Or. en

Amendment 74
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Proposal for a regulation
Annex IV – indent 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- food in packaging or containers the 
largest surface of which has an area of less 
than 25 cm2;

-  food in packaging or containers the 
largest surface of which, or in the case of 
bottles the largest label of which, has an 
area of less than 25 cm2;

Or. en

Justification

In some sectors, particularly spirits, the sale of miniature bottles, typically of 5cl, is 
widespread.  It is appropriate, due to their small size and role as 'taster' packs, that they also 
benefit from the exemption from certain labelling requirements.  However, bottles cannot 
easily be measured to determine their largest surface area.  It is therefore simpler, not least 
for enforcement authorities, that the determining factor for an exemption should be a 
maximum label size.

Amendment 75

Proposal for a regulation
Annex IV – indent 16 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- chewing gum;

Or. en

Justification

Products like assortments and giftings, mixed multi-packs and chewing gum should also be 
exempted.

Amendment 76

Proposal for a regulation
Annex VI – Part A – point 5 – left-hand column

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Mixtures of spices or herbs, where none 
significantly predominates in proportion by 

5. Mixtures or preparations of spices or 
herbs, where none significantly 
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weight predominates in proportion by weight

Or. en

Justification

The current system should be retained. Preparations of spices have been included hitherto.

Amendment 77

Proposal for a regulation
Annex VI – Part B – points 1 and 2 – right-hand column

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. ‘Oil’, together with 1. ‘Oil’, together with
either the adjective ‘vegetable’ or ‘animal’, 
as appropriate, or

either the adjective ‘vegetable’ or ‘animal’, 
as appropriate, or

an indication of their specific vegetable or 
animal origin

an indication of their specific vegetable or 
animal origin

The adjective ‘hydrogenated’ must 
accompany the indication of a 
hydrogenated oil unless the amount of
saturates and trans fats are included in 
the nutrition declaration

The adjective ‘hydrogenated’ must 
accompany the indication of a 
hydrogenated oil

2. ‘Fat’, together with 2. ‘Fat’, together with
either the adjective ‘vegetable’ or ‘animal’, 
as appropriate, or

either the adjective ‘vegetable’ or ‘animal’, 
as appropriate, or

an indication of their specific vegetable or 
animal origin

an indication of their specific vegetable or 
animal origin

The adjective ‘hydrogenated’ must 
accompany the indication of a
hydrogenated fat unless the amount of 
saturates and trans fats are included in 
the nutrition declaration

The adjective ‘hydrogenated’ must 
accompany the indication of a 
hydrogenated fat

Or. en

Justification

Trans fats are recognised as being harmful to health and are banned in several countries. It 
must therefore be mandatory to indicate their presence, and to do so in a way which is 
particularly visible. The fact that they are included in the nutrition declaration must not 
prevent them from being clearly referred to among the ingredients.
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Amendment 78

Proposal for a regulation
Annex VI – Part B – point 4 – left-hand column

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Starches, and starches modified by 
physical means or by enzymes

4. Starches, starches modified by physical 
means or by enzymes, roasted or 
dextrinated starches, starches modified by 
acid or alcali treatment and bleached 
starches

Or. en

Justification

The category designation 'starch' should also include roasted or dextrinated starches, 
starches modified by acid or alcali treatment and bleached starches. These substances are 
used in practice in the production of foodstuffs and should be included in the list of 
ingredients. Directive 95/2/EC on food additives specifically excludes them from its field of 
application.

Amendment 79

Proposal for a regulation
Annex VIII – point 5 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Where a solid food is presented in a 
liquid medium, the drained net weight of 
the food shall also be indicated.

5. Where a solid food is presented in a 
liquid medium, the drained net weight at 
the moment of the packing of the food 
shall also be indicated.

Or. en

Justification

A solid food in a liquid medium will change its net weight during the period of the production 
and the selling to the consumer due to usual interactions between the solid food and the liquid 
medium. The scale of change of the net weight depends on several circumstances, i.e. time, 
temperature and conditions of transport and storage. Therefore the indication of the net 
weight should be done at the moment of the manufacturing, where the food producer is fully 
responsible for the product and is able to give a correct indication of the net weight.
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