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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication and underlines the need for concrete policy 
proposals; believes that it is crucial to agree on the direction of the Union’s long-term 
policy in the interest of predictability for industry and society; 

2. Stresses the crucial importance of timely, correct and full implementation of existing 
legislation, including the regulatory work called for by the Third Internal Energy Market 
Package, in order to achieve an integrated and competitive European internal energy 
market by 2014;

3. Believes that an open, transparent, integrated and competitive internal energy market is 
needed in order to achieve competitive energy prices, security of supply, sustainability 
and efficient large-scale deployment of renewable energy, and that the completion of such 
a market still remains an important challenge for all Member States; welcomes the 
liberalisation of the internal energy market as a necessary step to cut the cost of electricity 
and gas for consumers while ensuring that the energy markets become more transparent 
and better monitored;

4. Believes that the transition to a low-carbon economy is an opportunity not only for 
sustainability but also for the security of supply and competitiveness in Europe, and that 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions can be a competitive advantage in the growing global 
market for energy-related goods and services; underlines this as an opportunity for 
European SMEs operating on the renewable energy market; 

5. Points out that CO2 capture, transport and storage projects leave behind dangerous waste 
material that has to be stored; believes that the Commission relies too much on this 
technology; calls on the Commission to draw up a mid-term report evaluating the results 
obtained from the use of EU-subsidised experimental carbon capture and storage 
technologies for coal-fired power stations;

6. Emphasises the role of smart grids to allow two-way communication between electricity 
producers and customers, and points out that smart grids can allow consumers to observe 
and adapt their electricity use;

7. Draws attention to the Energy Policy for Europe, which recognises the potential 
contribution of nuclear power in the areas of competitiveness, cost efficiency, CO2 
emission reduction and security of supply; points out that nuclear energy technologies 
have a potential to meet energy and climate objectives in both the short and longer term;

8. Acknowledges that instruments such as energy taxes, carbon taxes, and emission trading 
schemes are key drivers to reach the emission reduction targets in a cost-efficient way, but 
considers that they will burden the consumers with higher energy prices in the end;

9. Considers that it should be made clear what can be done through energy policy and social
policy respectively; believes that the issue of poverty is best dealt with by social policy 
and not through regulation of energy prices.


