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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that the recent economic downturn has led to a number of reductions in the 
defence budgets of the majority of Member States;

2. Recalls that, in order to increase the competitiveness of the European defence industry, 
Member States urgently need to increase the transparency and openness of their defence 
markets; considers that Directive 2009/81/EC on defence and sensitive security 
procurement strengthens the single market by reducing the complexity of procurement 
rules in the defence sector;

3. Stresses that greater use of innovative procurement techniques – especially including 
those related to the aggregation of requirements, use of ICT and incentives-setting for 
R&D – should be encouraged in defence procurement, as they may be particularly suited 
to this field and can play a major role in reducing the administration and costs related to 
procurement procedures;

4. Urges the Member States to also take steps to abolish the duplication and excess capacity 
in the sector through boosting cooperation in the internal market; highlights the potential 
benefits of joint procurement in terms of economies of scale and interoperability;

5. Recalls that the contracts awarded in the field of defence and security are often technically 
complex; stresses that in order to facilitate cross-border tendering there is a need to review 
incompatible or disproportionate technical requirements so as to minimise and, where
possible, eliminate barriers to the internal market;

6. Calls on the European Defence Agency and the Commission to work together in order to 
foster the integration of smaller Member States’ industries into the European defence 
industrial and technological base by other means than offsets;

7. Notes that the fragmentation of the European defence market is an obstacle to small and 
medium-sized enterprises increasing their share in this market; emphasises the importance 
of possibilities for small and medium-sized enterprises to take part in the process of 
creating defence equipment sector products; urges the Commission, therefore, to adopt
further proposals to facilitate their access to the European defence industry;

8. Calls on the Commission and Member States to cooperate with one another to ensure 
cyber-security, as an integral part of the defence sector.


