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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Shares the Commission's view that a strong and competitive steel industry is important for 
Europe's industrial base; points out that the EU is the second largest producer of steel in 
the world, with an output of over 177 million tonnes of steel per year, accounting for 11 % 
of global output; points out, furthermore, that trade policy can play an important role in 
promoting the development of the steel industry; 

2. Stresses that one of the best ways for the EU to defend its industry is to provide incentives 
for steel to be produced using the most efficient and fairest production processes; points 
out that standardisation and government procurement policies play a very important role 
in creating such incentives, and that the life-cycle costs principle laid down in the EU's
revised government procurement directives also takes account of the negative 
environmental externalities of production processes;

3. Deplores the fact that some trading partners have imposed unjust trade barriers, such as 
export restrictions and export duties on raw materials (e.g. ferrous scrap), which have 
contributed to a reduction in the availability of raw materials and unduly raised steel 
production costs in the EU;

4. Points out that ferrous scrap is a strategic raw material and supports the Commission's 
action to improve freedom of access to raw materials markets, particularly markets for 
iron ore, coking coal and recyclable materials, and considers that such freedom of access 
is an important element for ensuring the competitiveness of the European steel industry in 
global terms; stresses, however, that steel recycling needs to be incentivised to make the 
EU steel industry more sustainable and more independent from imports of raw materials, 
to make production more efficient while fostering innovation with regard to production 
processes and reducing the environmental impact of steel manufacturing along the whole 
production chain, and in order to boost demand for sustainable steel construction products;
urges the Commission to start standardization activities related to sustainability for steel 
construction products (SustSteel);

5. Highlights the fact that unjust trade barriers set up by third countries involving such raw 
materials need to be removed, if necessary, using a reciprocal approach based in particular 
on the rigorous environmental rules which apply in Europe for the treatment and use of 
scrap;

6. Deplores the fact that some of our trading partners apply unfair, restrictive measures, such 
as investment limitations and public procurement preferences that protect domestic steel 
industries, which unduly hamper EU steel exports; also deplores the fact that, since the 
global crisis started in 2008, there has been increasing intensification of the protectionist 
measures used by many third countries to support their steel industries;

7. Stresses that fair trade in steel products can only work in accordance with basic 
employment rights and environmental standards;
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8. Urges the Commission to ensure that all commitments made in existing and future trade 
negotiations and agreements are effectively fulfilled; calls on the Commission to make an 
effective and rapid use of EU trade defence instruments, and, in accordance with WTO 
rules, to resort, if necessary, to the dispute settlement mechanism, and to fight back 
against unfair trade practices and the intensification of protectionist measures applied by 
many third countries, which are damaging EU interests, especially where restrictions on 
raw materials are concerned;

9. Points out that the global steel market is still suffering as a result of overcapacity, 
estimated at 542 million tonnes; recalls that China accounts for 200 million tonnes of 
overcapacity, while its overall production represents 50% of total world production; 

10. Calls on the Commission to ensure that future trade agreements include provisions to 
significantly improve export opportunities and market access possibilities for European 
steel and steel-based products;

11. Points out that the steel industry is the most frequent user of trade defence instruments; 
voices its concern regarding the length of time – on average two years – that the 
Commission needs to instigate anti-dumping measures whereas, in the case of the USA, 
this period is only six months; calls on the Commission to take steps to ensure that the EU 
has effective trade defence instruments that can be deployed rapidly and that will enable it 
to work more swiftly to address cases of dumping, as required as a result of the fierce 
competition the European industry is faced with in a globalised economy;

12. Urges the Commission to check that the 'Surveillance 2' system ensures at least the same 
surveillance of and monitoring guarantees against unfair subsidies and dumping as the 
system of prior surveillance of imports of certain iron and steel products laid down in 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 1241/2009;

13. Takes the view that EU standards regarding corporate social responsibility (CSR) and
employee participation should also be implemented by European companies in third
countries, and that regional development should be promoted;

14. Supports the Commission's plan to carry out an impact assessment on the EU industry 
which takes into account the interests and challenges of the steel sector prior to the 
signature of free trade agreements;

15. Asks the Commission to regularly assess the cumulative impact of agreements, both those 
currently in force and those under negotiation, on the basis of specific, defined criteria, 
including on the way in which stakeholders are involved;

16. Considers that negotiations with our trade partners should be founded on a reciprocal 
approach that takes into account considerations such as access to new markets, access to 
raw materials, the risk of carbon and investment leakages, the levelness of the playing 
field, and leakages of know-how;

17. Calls on the Commission to enter into negotiations with trade partners which import 
particularly significant volumes into the EU, such as Turkey and Abu Dhabi, with a view 
to introducing quantitative restrictions;
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18. Urges the Commission to develop, as soon as possible, a strategic vision of its industrial 
policy in an effort, among other things, to help those industrial sectors affected by 
structural overcapacity, while making trade policy consistent with the EU's strategic 
interests;

19. Urges the Commission to monitor scrap markets and reflect on possible measures that 
could be taken, if necessary, so as to address carbon leakage to non-EU countries; 

20. Stresses that innovation in new products (such as high-strength yet flexible steels) and 
new production processes is the key to improving the competitiveness of the European 
steel industry vis-à-vis third-country suppliers and that this area should receive particular 
support;

21. Is convinced that involving workers in innovation and restructuring measures is the best 
way to guarantee economic success;

22. Calls on the Commission to take on board the positive experiences of the ECSC, in 
particular the tripartite strategic considerations and research, and to establish a 
correspondingly tripartite committee entitled ‘Steel 2020’.
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