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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that measures concerning compliance with important environment and 
human health standards, and with standards on some aspects of veterinary health, 
should be taken in the context of international trade agreements;

2. Recognises that international trade agreements can encourage improvements in 
environmental and human rights standards through binding commitments, provided 
that such commitments are properly implemented, monitored and enforced;

3. Urges the Commission to work towards the contractual definition of environmental,
human rights and health standards in bilateral trade agreements including those it is 
currently negotiating with South Korea, Peru, Colombia, India, the ACP countries, the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, and a range of countries participating in the European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), with specific attention to workers’ rights and the 
protection of children and women and as well as to climate change standards, product 
safety and consumer information;

4. Notes that climate change measures and policies increasingly intersect with 
international trade, and calls on the World Trade Organization to further include the 
issue of climate change as part of its work programme and to define specific rules and 
standards in this regard;

5. Takes the view that the World Trade Organisation should monitor the implementation 
of compliance with obligations in this area, and insists that the Commission, as the 
representative of the European Union at the World Trade Organization, should be 
closely involved in this monitoring;

6. Calls for the harmonisation of environmental standards and health requirements as an 
ultimate goal to be achieved at global level and insists on the necessity to develop and 
improve such standards at regional level when implementing international trade 
agreements;

7. Considers that respect for environmental, social and health standards should be a 
precondition for international trade negotiations;

8. Calls for the introduction of an arbitration body with binding powers;

9. Advocates the granting of preferences to threshold countries provided that they 
demonstrate a determination to comply with European social environmental and health 
standards; defines ‘threshold countries’ as countries which no longer display all the 
typical characteristics of developing countries and for which it can be assumed that the 
dynamism of economic activity will enable these countries to overcome the typical 
structural characteristics of a developing country in the foreseeable future;
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10. Insists that the Commission call on the World Trade Organisation (WTO), in the event 
of disputes, not to act solely on the basis of trade policy considerations; considers that 
the admissibility of cross-border environmental and health protection measures should 
not depend on whether the WTO considers that such intervention would lead to 
distortions of free trade;

11. Notes that future trade agreements may be concluded against the background of the 
current financial crisis; considers that this must not mean neglecting social and 
environmental standards, particularly on greenhouse gas emissions and hazardous 
waste management, in order to achieve other goals;

12. Recognises that high standards of environmental protection and labour rights in the 
EU can create a competitive disadvantage for European companies competing with 
products and services from third countries with lower standards in this area; considers 
that improvement and enforcement of these standards in third countries through 
conditions attached to international trade agreements would create fairer competition 
for European companies, whilst also improving environmental protection and human, 
social and labour rights in those third countries;

13. Takes the view that the World Trade Organization and its member states should agree 
on the creation of an open global market in environmental goods, services and 
technologies as a way to strengthen international trade and to allow green technologies 
and investments to move freely throughout the global economy;

14. Calls on the Commission to insist on the adoption of an Environmental Goods and 
Services Agreement as part of the Doha Round of the World Trade Organization 
Trade Talks, aiming to liberalise trade in key climate-friendly technologies;

15. Calls on the Commission to carry out regular evaluations of trade agreements, and 
keep the Parliament regularly updated and informed on these evaluations, also 
ensuring that cooperation with both domestic and international regulatory bodies and 
with trade unions and NGOs takes place in order to guarantee compliance with 
environmental, health and social standards;

16. Stresses that the trade sector and the protection of human rights, social and 
environmental standards are an important asset in guaranteeing peace and welfare in 
the world, but that they cannot be called upon as a solution to all the problems which 
occur between states; notes, however, that deadlock in political situations can be 
overcome by strengthening trade relations, thereby ensuring the definition of common 
interests, notably in the field of environmental protection, as a way to settle conflicts;

17. Calls on the Commission, in accordance with the Framework Agreement on relations 
between the European Parliament and the Commission, to provide Parliament at all 
times with comprehensive information on all relevant topics during negotiations on 
international trade agreements;

18. Calls on the Commission, in the light of Parliament’s extended powers under the 
Lisbon Treaty, to guarantee the efficient flow of information and to accord Parliament,
in the persons of its delegates, observer status, and thus access to all relevant meetings 
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and documents, at all times.
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