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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Considers that the EU’s trade policy, set against the multilateral background of the WTO 
and a transparent and effectively regulated market, needs an effective production base that 
is supported by appropriate sectoral policies and targeted at growth and sustainable 
development;

2. Is convinced that innovative, good-quality industrial production is vital to the EU’s trade 
policy and its competitiveness, in line with the EU 2020 Strategy and as a response to the 
economic and financial crisis, the aim being to cut Member State debt and unemployment 
figures, redistribute wealth more equally and protect the European social model;

3. Considers that in its industrial policies the EU must pay particular attention to the 
following: supporting eco-compatible, energy saving and low-carbon production, 
protecting intellectual property, building up SME capital and access to funding, making 
SMEs internationally active, liberalising protected markets, stabilising exchange rates, 
fostering the legal protection of European companies abroad, and combating unfair 
competition, distortions of competition and counterfeiting;

4. Considers that the economic recovery, spurred on by decisions taken by the EU and in 
conjunction with the Member States, will favour new opportunities for European firms as 
they find themselves increasingly competing in open, transparent global markets;

5. Considers that external competitiveness is vital to the EU and that it is based on fair 
competition between domestic and external producers; believes therefore that steps must 
be taken to ensure that European businesses are not threatened by unfair practices; stresses 
the importance of a system of effective trade protection and draws attention to the need to 
make use, where necessary, of trade defence instruments vis-à-vis countries which fail to 
comply with international trade rules or free trade agreements with the EU;

6. Stresses the need to defend EU interests in negotiations on future trade agreements in 
order to protect industry and employment, and calls for such agreements to be drafted in 
such a way as to form part of an industrial strategy based on fair competition; considers 
also that the inclusion in free-trade agreements of legally binding clauses on social and 
environmental standards should become standard practice;

7. Considers also that EU industrial policy guidelines should give due consideration to more 
homogeneous customs controls, as an important means of fighting counterfeiting and 
protecting European consumers; considers that an industrial policy should also ensure that 
the customs duty collection systems of countries at EU borders are harmonised to avoid 
inequalities and harm being caused to the interests of importers and to the development of 
the EU’s industrial fabric;

8. Considers that the EU’s industrial policy should ensure compliance with the reciprocity of 
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trade rules, with a view to protecting European businesses and market rules vis-à-vis the 
EU’s economic partners and competitors;

9. Asks the Commission to make the guidelines for EU industrial policy the basis upon 
which tangible legislative instruments promoting EU trade are planned.
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