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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes a common EU external energy policy aiming at ensuring secure, safe, 
sustainable and competitive energy supplies to companies and citizens and reducing the 
dependence of certain EU regions on energy suppliers in third countries as well as 
establishing an energy economy based on high energy efficiency and a shift to 
environmentally-friendly renewables as soon as possible; calls on the Commission to 
ensure that its energy policy and cooperation activities in this field are consistent with the 
common EU policy concept, as described in Roadmap 2050;

2. Calls for greater synergies between the EU’s trade and energy policies, in line with the 
Europe 2020 strategy; underlines the need to promote global governance structures for 
raw materials in order to decrease international tensions in this area and commends the 
example of the International Energy Forum (IEF) in this regard; considers the conclusion 
with our strategic trade partners of long-term energy and raw materials supply contracts at 
fair prices as one of the top priorities; calls, therefore, for the EU to adopt a coherent 
Union strategy with regard to energy supply contracts with these partners;

3. Commends the setting up of an information exchange mechanism on energy agreements 
between Member States and third countries in order to strive for consistent external 
actions in the field of energy and to raise the transparency of energy imports into the EU; 
notes that many agreements in the energy field have investment components – this is the 
reason why the Commission should ensure that there is coherence between energy 
agreements and investment agreements, and in particular, that the powers and 
recommendations of the European Parliament are taken into account in future investment 
policy; stresses that the Commission must play an active, promoting role when 
coordinating intergovernmental agreements, so as to ensure that all established 
entitlements can be realised; before signing energy agreements, the Member States shall 
submit these negotiated intergovernmental agreements for approval to the Commission, 
which shall ensure that such agreements are compatible with Union law and, in particular, 
with the trade and investment rules and the internal energy market, as well as the long-
term energy and climate policy targets of the Union;

4. Urges the Commission to promote in all relevant trade agreements, including within the 
WTO, the adoption of the principles of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative 
and international standards on energy markets governance, including a phasing out of 
fossil fuel subsidies with quantitative objectives;

5. Stresses the need for the TEC to foster cooperation on regulatory regimes, sustainable 
energy research and energy efficiency, fusion research, and nuclear safety, amongst other 
matters, and calls for regular energy dialogues with Russia and other partners to develop 
and better enforce international rules for safe, secure and efficient energy generation, 
transmission, transit, storage and processing, as well as bilateral trade in new energy 
technologies and products such as biofuels;
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6. Recalls that the EU is committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 20% by 
2020 and that greater energy efficiency in cooperation with our partners beyond the 
borders of the EU is crucial in achieving this objective; believes that increasing energy 
efficiency represents a source of growth and will create jobs; therefore asks the 
Commission to foster R&D and innovation in renewable energies and efficiency 
technologies and promote the rational use of energy; stresses the need for the Commission 
to foster cooperation and strategic partnerships with countries in the transition towards 
sustainable economies in the fields of innovation and R&D, energy efficiency and 
savings, application of renewable energy technologies as well as energy storage, smart 
grids and balancing of energy systems and to negotiate market access for related EU 
products and services, while promoting a gradual shift towards a sustainable low-carbon 
economy through trade agreements with, for example, suppliers of renewable electricity 
with the lowest possible greenhouse gas emissions;

7. In line with the Millennium Development Goal concerning ensuring energy access for all, 
reaffirms the importance of increasing EU FDI in the building and modernisation of 
energy infrastructure and energy efficiency in developing countries through renewable 
generation capacity as well as support for the creation of adequate legislative frameworks 
to help their energy-mix diversification while enhancing the protection of European 
investments therein by appropriate legal means;

8. Calls on the Commission to support the establishment of a comprehensive EU system of 
gas indexation based on gas market prices, so as to enable all EU gas trading companies to 
trade with external gas suppliers in a more fair and predictable manner, independently of 
oil prices, and to further foster competition in the EU’s internal gas market.
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