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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Underlines that the development of trade in cultural and creative-industry (CCI) goods 
and services constitutes an important driver of economic growth and job creation in 
Europe and the world; observes that, according to estimates, world trade in CCI goods and 
services has nearly doubled in the past ten years;

2. Stresses that legislation cannot force creativity and innovation, which are best encouraged 
by giving maximum freedom for entrepreneurs and creators to pursue their business and 
exert their talent;

3. Strongly believes that greater trade openness in the CCI sector would greatly benefit the 
global economy; notes that while world trade in CCI goods and services remains 
dominated by developed countries, the market share of developing countries has been 
constantly increasing in the past ten years, particularly reflecting the rise of China;

4. Recalls that the protection of intellectual property rights is an issue central to securing the 
European cultural and creative industries and maintain incentives for companies, artists
and creators to innovate;

5. Supports the development of mutually beneficial and voluntary cooperation between EU 
Member States in the field of CCI, noting that when such cooperation is voluntary it does 
not result in any extra regulatory burden or unnecessary and unwanted financial cost; 

6. Notes that e-commerce and the internet are developing at such a pace, with ‘generations’
of technology growing shorter geometrically, and therefore believes that attempts to 
regulate them will always be at least a generation behind, and thus largely pointless and 
damaging to the cultural and creative industries of EU Member States.


