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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Supports the conclusions of the OECD Central Asia Competitiveness Outlook of January 
2011 and is especially concerned about educational system, SMEs, landownership reforms 
and the region's investment policies; 

2. Insists on continuation of the efforts towards modernisation of the education sector, 
including business education;

3. Is of the opinion that the promotion of SMEs is key for development of the countries 
involved and that the EU should give this higher priority in its assistance to SMEs in the 
EIB mandate for Central Asia and the relax visa requirements for business from Central 
Asia;

4. Believes structural reform towards a market economy and the development of a sound 
legal framework for foreign investment are not only vital for the economic development 
of the region but also will facilitate integration in the world economy and the accession to 
the WTO; Calls on the Central Asian states to follow the lead of the Kyrgyz republic and 
do all the necessary reforms to be able to accede to the WTO;

5. Insists that the EU should make good governance, respect for rule of law, human rights, 
fight against corruption central elements of its dialogue with these countries;

6. Believes that cooperation and trade in rare earth should become a priority issue in EU-
Central Asia relations;

7. Believes that the future EU Central Asia strategy should learn lessons from the reform of 
the European Neighbourhood policy, through differentiation, people to people contact and 
increased attention for democracy and also take into account the broader geopolitical 
context including Mongolia and Afghanistan.


