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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Reiterates that customs are of vital importance to international trade and to the 
competitiveness of the European Union as they a play a unique role in combating the 
illegal entry of goods and counterfeiting;

2. Believes there is a need for modernisation measures such as simpler customs legislation 
and interoperable computerised customs systems which will help facilitate commercial 
practices;

3. Identifies the need, for a functional European Union of 27 Member States, to reduce 
differences in the frequency and nature of physical checks on goods and between the 
different points of entry (ports, airports, roads), in how VAT is collected on imported 
goods, in the opening hours of customs services, and in fees and penalties, as these 
differences can result in trade distortions;

4. Stresses the need for consistency in the management of the EU’s external borders; 
reiterates its call on the Commission and the Member States to step up harmonisation of 
customs control systems in order to ensure the uniform enforcement of EU rules and
respect for consumers;

5. Reiterates the importance of ensuring equal treatment for authorised economic operators
(AEO) throughout the Community customs territory as regards uniformity of the controls 
and mutual recognition;

6. Welcomes the activation of the cooperation agreement on the mutual recognition of AEO
between the European Union and Japan; encourages the Commission to be fully attentive
to the role of Parliament when negotiating similar agreements with other major partners, 
such as the USA, Canada, China and Russia; emphasises the value of stepping up customs
cooperation with Russia and the Eastern Partnership and Mediterranean Partnership 
countries in order to facilitate trade and combat fraud.


