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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of negotiations with the United 
States of America on the necessary compensatory adjustments resulting from the US 
intended withdrawal of specific commitments on gambling and betting services pursuant 
to Article XXI of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)
(00000/2010 - C7-0000/2010 - 2008/0113(NLE))

(Consent)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of negotiations 
with the United States of America on the necessary compensatory adjustments resulting 
from the US intended withdrawal of specific commitments on gambling and betting 
services pursuant to Article XXI of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 
(SEC(2008)2023),

- having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (00000/2010)

– having regard to Article 133(1) and (5) and Article 300(3) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to 
which the Council consulted Parliament (C7-0000/2010),

– having regard to the Commission Communication to Parliament and the Council entitled 
‘Consequences of the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon for ongoing 
interinstitutional decision-making procedures’ (COM(2009)0665),

– having regard to Article 207(4) and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (a), of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to Rules 81 and 90(8) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on International Trade 
(A7-0000/2010),

1. Consents to the draft Council decision;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission, and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the government of the United 
States of America.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Lisbon Treaty, which entered into force on 1 December 2009, amended drastically the 
Common Commercial Policy of the European Union. These changes had various 
consequences for many proposals presented by the Commission, on the basis of the "old" 
treaties, before that date. In some cases, a new legal framework was conferred on certain 
proposals that had not previously been subject to the inter-institutional decision-making 
process. The proposal in this procedure file is one such case. It was previously based on 
Articles 133 and 300 of the EC Treaty. It now falls under Articles 207 and 218(6)(a) of the 
TFEU, under which the European Parliament's consent must be obtained, before the Council 
adopts any decision concluding an international agreement relating to the common 
commercial policy. 

The consent that the European Parliament is being asked to give, in this resolution, concerns 
the negotiation of compensatory adjustments between the United States and the European 
Union, following the former's withdrawal from its WTO scheduled commitments on the 
gambling and betting market.

The EU and the US entered negotiations pursuant to article XXI:2(a) of the GATS that were 
completed on the 17th of December 2007. The compensation package that was agreed upon 
concerns commitments in the storage and warehousing services, the technical testing services, 
the research and development services and the postal services sectors.

While it is regrettable that the US took the decision to close its gambling and betting market, 
which resulted in huge overnight losses in market capitalization for European companies, the 
rapporteur acknowledges that this has been done according to Article XXI of the General 
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and is thus perfectly legal. The compensations 
agreed upon were the result of negotiations carried out within the scope of the same article, 
and are thus also legal. The EP has always supported the multilateral trade framework and it is 
thus satisfied that once again, WTO rules have proven to be an efficient tool at avoiding 
degenerative trade wars and unilateral sanctions.

However, the rapporteur would also like to highlight that these compensations, though 
perfectly legal, do nothing to compensate directly the gambling and betting services sector. 
During the fact finding period for this dossier the rapporteur met with the main associations 
from the sector and was informed that the European companies involved, in particular the 
online gambling and betting companies, lost, overnight, a huge chunk of their market. Some 
companies are also claiming that they are being 'unjustly' probed by US courts. The 
rapporteur would thus like to recommend to the European Commission to look closely into 
the requests and claims of the sector and ensure, as much as possible, a level playing field.


