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Question for oral answer O-0000/2010
to the Council
Rule 115
David Martin
on behalf of the Committee on International Trade

Subject: the Interim Partnership Agreement between the European Community, of the one 
part, and the Pacific States, of the other part

Fiji and Papua New Guinea signed an Interim Economic Partnership Agreement (IEPA)
which contains significant differences in their liberalisation schedules. What impact will those 
commitments have on their import and export patterns? What impact will they have on trade 
relations with Australia and New Zealand?

Does the Council believe that regional integration is strengthened by the conclusion of IEPAs 
with those individual countries most interested in concluding such a deal? Does the Council 
not believe that it may complicate the necessary intra-regional dialogue?

How will the Council ensure that the IEPA will not reduce both political interests and public 
sentiment towards economic integration in the Pacific?

According to the WTO's Trade Policy Review for Fiji, the EU's strict rules of origin on fish 
exports have severely restricted opportunities. These have been relaxed under the IEPA by 
allowing non-originating products to be used by domestic processors. How does the Council 
intend to report to the Parliament on the implementation of the specific provisions regarding 
Rules of Origin including the impact on the EU fishing industry, the development of the 
processing industry in Papua New Guinea and the Republic of the Fiji Islands and the 
management of fish stocks in the Pacific? How will the Council further support the Pacific 
States to develop its fishing sector sustainably?

How will the Council ensure that the comprehensive EPA will help to foster regional 
integration?

What steps will the Council take to improve employment opportunities for women in the 
Pacific States?

Does the Council support the release of the currently withheld financial assistance for the 
sugar sector in Fiji were the necessary good governance practices to be effectively 
implemented?

Is the Council committed to a far reaching development chapter in any future full EPA?
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