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European Parliament resolution on the state of play of the negotiations on the Doha 
Development Agenda

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the Doha Ministerial Declaration of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
of 14 November 2001,

- having regard to the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration of the WTO of 18 December 2005,

- having regard to its resolution of 4 April 2006 on the assessment of the Doha Round 
following the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong(1),

- having regard to its previous resolutions on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA), and in 
particular those of 9 October 20082, 16 December 20093,

- having regard to the Outcome Document of the 2011 Annual Session of the Parliamentary 
Conference on the WTO, adopted by consensus on 22 March 2011 in Geneva,

- having regard to the informal meetings of the Trade Negotiations Committee on 31 May 
2011 and 22 June 2011, as well as the documents by the negotiations chairs presented on 21 
April 2011,

- having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Doha Round was launched in 2001 with the objectives of creating new trading 
opportunities, strengthening multilateral trade rules, addressing current imbalances in the 
trading system and putting trade at the service of sustainable development, with an emphasis 
on the economic integration of developing countries, especially the least developed 
countries (LDCs), arising from the conviction that a multilateral system, based on more just 
and equitable rules, can contribute to fair and free trade at the service of the development of 
all continents,

B. whereas the WTO Ministerial Talks to conclude the Doha Round stalled at the end of July 
2008,

C. whereas there were advances in the negotiations at the beginning of this year, as reflected in 
the reports of the negotiations chairs presented on 21 April 2011, but through the same 
reports it also became apparent that it will be very difficult to reach an agreement within 
2011, as was earlier discussed,

                                               
1 OJ C 293 E, 2.12.2006, p. 155
2OJ C 9 E, 15.01.2010, p. 31
3 OJ C 286 E, 22.10.2010, p. 1
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D. whereas the 8th WTO Ministerial Conference will take place in Geneva on 15 to 17 
December 2011,

1. Reiterates its full commitment to the multilateral approach to trade policy and to a WTO 
able to guarantee a comprehensive, ambitious and balanced outcome to the negotiations, to 
the benefit of economic growth and development worldwide; believes that a successful 
conclusion of the DDA would be an important parameter in stimulating worldwide 
economic recovery after the financial and economic crisis;

2. Is fully aware of the difficulties of the principle of the single undertaking; acknowledges 
the progress made during the negotiations so far, which should provide a consolidated 
basis for pursuing the Doha Round and finally achieving a successful outcome;

3. Regrets that it will not be possible to reach an agreement on the outstanding issues under 
the Doha Development Agenda at the 8th Ministerial Conference in Geneva on 15 to 17 
December 2011; stresses the importance of nevertheless being able to deliver results and 
tangible progress, not to undermine the credibility of the negotiations;

4. Reaffirms its strong support for placing development at the heart of the DDA, and calls on 
the WTO Members to deliver on the ambitious goals set out in the 2001 Doha Ministerial 
Declaration and the commitments made in the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong 
in 2005; firmly believes that the 8th WTO Ministerial Conference needs to deliver in this 
regard;

5. Emphasises that further to the proposals for decisions at the WTO Ministerial Conference 
in Geneva, it is necessary to have an agreement on the roadmap for the remaining 
negotiations, as only a conclusion of all the areas under negotiation could lead to the  
necessary comprehensive and balanced outcome mentioned above;

6. Considers that an agreement for early implementation, in line with the provisions of 
paragraph 47 of Doha Ministerial Conference, should at a minimum include:

a) duty and quota free market access for LDC products for 97% of all tariff lines, as agreed 
in Hong Kong in 2005; calls however on all developed and advanced developing 
countries to follow the model of the EU "everything but arms" initiative in guaranteeing 
100% duty and quota-free market access for LDCs, as the tariff lines left out in the 
Hong Kong agreement cover some crucial products for the poor countries, and therefore 
substantially reduces the benefits for the LDCs;

b) elimination by developed countries of export subsidies for cotton in line with previous 
agreement, as well as concrete commitments to expeditiously and specifically reduce 
and eliminate domestic trade distorting subsidies for cotton; 

c) special and differential treatment for developing countries to take account of their 
unequal situation, including a services waiver and a Special and Differential Monitoring 
Mechanism;
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d) improved preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from LDCs in order to ensure 
that they are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating market access;

7. Considers furthermore that the progress achieved so far in the negotiations on trade 
facilitation would make it possible to include this area in an agreement, as an improvement 
in the WTO rules on trade facilitation would benefit all WTO Members by enhancing legal 
certainty, lowering the costs of trade transactions and preventing abuse;

8. Takes the view that the inclusion of further areas, such as fishery subsidies or export 
competition, could facilitate an overall agreement; underlines however that difficulties in 
reaching a consensus on these issues should not prevent a decision on the specific LDC 
proposals previously mentioned;

9. Reiterates the importance of improving access to green goods and technologies to achieve 
sustainable development objectives, and encourages a rapid conclusion to the negotiations 
on reducing or removing tariff and non-tariff barriers for environmental goods and services;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and the parliaments of the Member States and the Director General of the 
WTO.


