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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas growing trees sequester carbon from the atmosphere and are a significant source 
and sink of carbon flows, and since European forests are expanding in area, the carbon in 
woody biomass in Europe is estimated to be expanding currently at a rate of 
116 million MT per year,

B. whereas, according to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), 
the long-term trend of increasing forest coverage in the European Union is stable,

C. whereas Europe has a total area of forests and other wooded land of 177 million hectares, 
covering 42% of its land area,

D. whereas the diversity of natural conditions in the various forest regions in Europe is huge, 
ranging from sub-arctic to Mediterranean and from alpine to lowland, including flood 
plains and deltas,

E. whereas forests provide a livelihood for millions of workers, entrepreneurs and forest 
owners, and contribute significantly to economic growth, jobs and prosperity,

F. whereas in 2005 the sector had a turnover of approximately EUR 380 billion, equivalent 
to some 9% of GDP in Europe,

G. whereas sustainable forest management, including forest protection, is crucial for keeping 
forests diverse, healthy and resilient,

H. whereas actively and sustainably managed forests constitute one of the most effective 
means of storing CO2 from the atmosphere,

I. whereas the forest sector is especially important in rural areas and the 350 000 enterprises 
in the forest-based industries employ some 3 million people, i.e. 8.6% of the total 
manufacturing labour force in Europe,

1. Welcomes the Commission’s view that forests should be seen as one of the main 
instruments for stemming the factors which contribute to climate change, by, for example,
capturing CO2 from the atmosphere; emphasises that sustainable forest management, 
including forest protection and forest restoration adapted to the different conditions across 
Europe, is of pivotal importance for the EU in achieving its climate goals and protecting 
forest biodiversity, which delivers numerous ecosystem services (supply to users of timber 
as well as services related to carbon storage and protection against natural disasters) and 
cultural services (in the form of sustainable tourism) that are essential to society;

2. Considers that a vigorous policy to combat climate change is entirely compatible with the 
ambition for further development of the forest industry as an important branch of industry 
in Europe; considers that the forest industry should be further developed so that it 
continues in the future to contribute towards sustainable economic growth, the creation of 
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new jobs and the fight against climate change;

3. Points out that, in some Member States, forestry is already firmly based on the principle of 
sustainability, whereas in others sustainability principles have not been assimilated as 
fully into forestry; maintains that the EU must ensure that every Member State helps to 
implement SFM (sustainable forest management) in the true sense; points out that the EU 
could set up a knowledge centre to provide the necessary information to Member States;

4. Points out that European forestry initiatives should be aimed both at ‘adapting’ forests to 
climate change and at monitoring and improving their protection, especially where, for 
example, high-quality habitats are concerned;

5. Notes the potential added value of European coordination of forest information and 
supervision of climate change adaptation targets, mitigation targets, renewable energy
targets and best practices for multifunctional and sustainable forest management, in 
particular in view of the cross-border nature of the challenges faced;

6. Calls for cohesion between different EU policies on forestry, agriculture, renewable 
energy, biodiversity and other environment-related issues, and between industrial and 
research policy and the EU 2020 strategy;

7. Stresses the need for increased competitiveness in the forestry sector, to be achieved 
through investment in innovation, research and the development of mechanisms for 
disseminating knowledge generated;

8. Points out that some of the biggest challenges facing European forests are forest fires, 
deforestation, loss of biodiversity and hence reduced forest resilience, infestation by 
invasive species, parasites and pests and other forest diseases; notes that the EU should 
tackle these challenges by means of cooperation and information initiatives;

9. Urges the Commission, the Member States and the regional authorities significantly to 
enhance the role of forests in protecting against flooding, landslides, fires, loss of 
biodiversity and extreme weather catastrophes, while at the same time taking flood-
defence aspects into account in the development of information systems and in framing 
financial support systems for forests;

10. Notes the importance of global cooperation, at both administrative and research level, on 
standard setting, best practices and transfers of technology and scientific know-how, 
especially in the context of the REDD system; also points out that fair sharing of the 
benefits of the REDD system cannot be achieved without active cooperation and the 
exchange of best practices; stresses the importance of the GMES programme in the 
charting, surveillance and recording of forest areas at European and international level and 
the contribution that the information thus gathered can make to the UN negotiations on 
climate change;

11. Stresses the need for sustainable forest management and for the productive and protective 
functions of forests to be kept, as well as for general forest viability, and underlines the 
need to make the EU’s forests more resistant to climate change and loss of biodiversity;

12. Stresses the need to respect the different challenges for forestry policies across the EU; 
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notes in particular the different ecosystems, differences in forest ownership structure and 
the diversity of climate challenges facing different parts of Europe; highlights the need to 
take measurements and conduct monitoring at the appropriate level – local, regional, 
Member State or EU; 

13. Warns against unrestricted commercial exploitation of forest resources, which, 
particularly in the case of natural forests, very often leads to their irreversible destruction;

14. Stresses the important role played by forests in the national economies, in particular in 
regional development, especially in rural areas, where the forestry sector is a major 
contributor to economic growth, jobs, prosperity, competitiveness and the attractiveness of 
regions;

15. Stresses that, since forest legislation affects millions of small forest owners, forest polices 
should always balance respect for owners’ property rights with the requirements of 
delivering public goods;

16. Points out that forestry is a natural part of integrated rural and regional policy, a fact 
which should be taken into account in the discussions on the future of the CAP after 2013, 
and that it is also necessary to determine the need for measures relating to forestry;

17. Acknowledges that, in many instances, wind parks can be set up in forest areas; considers 
that measures for renewable-energy source projects and for forest protection are mutually 
complementary rather than conflicting;

18. Acknowledges the importance of maintaining or increasing forest resources in the EU, in 
particular in Member States more affected by extreme weather and climate change, since 
forests and woodland are associated with significant social, economic and environmental 
benefits; and also that measures designed to protect forests should focus on prevention and 
adaptation in such a way that the forest does not lose its productive, ecological and social 
functions;

19. Considers that wood-based raw materials can be low-energy substitutes for energy 
intensive materials, such as metal alloys, plastics and concrete, widely used in 
construction and other industries; points out the risk of excessive regulation making 
timber products less competitive by comparison with these non-renewable materials;

20. Stresses the need to focus on the supply chain of raw and manufactured products in order 
to guarantee legal trade and forest protection; stresses that supply chain management 
could help to create a more level playing field, with stakeholder involvement and 
collaborative efforts having a crucial role;

21. Calls for vigilance and for close monitoring of forest resources to ensure that bioenergy 
strategies and any increases in harvesting levels for biomass do not lead to a depletion of 
forest carbon-storage capacity and counteract climate change objectives;

22. Stresses the indisputable importance for public safety of forest areas, which protect human 
habitats from the negative impact of natural phenomena;

23. Points out the importance of business recognising the credibility, publicity and other 
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financial benefits that flow from its involvement in biodiversity conservation and forest 
protection;

24. Highlights the need to reinforce communication and information policy in order to ensure 
the sustainable management of forestry, adapt to climate change, inform the public and 
encourage the use of sustainable wood;

25. Notes the importance of exchanging best practices on how companies and sectors of 
industry can contribute to biodiversity targets through life-cycle thinking, and how they 
can build the link between biodiversity conservation and the generation of revenue; 

26. Notes that Europe possesses undeniable know-how about forestry, which stems from 
long-standing traditional forestry practices; calls, however, for further action on research, 
training, communication and information regarding the risks of climate change for forests 
and the forestry sector, as well as for long-term planning by the regional authorities and 
the Member States, in cooperation with stakeholders and the Commission; considers that 
further research on the absorption of CO2 by different types of forest is still necessary;

27. Calls for further action on research, education and information regarding the risks of 
climate change for forests and the forestry sector, as well as for long-term planning by the 
forestry industry, the regions and the Member States; stresses the need for better 
coordination of European and national research programmes on the risks of climate 
change for forests and the forestry sector; calls on the Commission to examine the 
possibility of setting up a reference website with digital mapping of forest areas and their 
authorised uses, NATURA areas and rare ecosystems, in order to provide government 
services, citizens and companies with better information;

28. Stresses that the adaptive capacities of forests can have a positive impact on forest 
complexes and the forest industry in relation to the global effect of climate change; calls, 
therefore, for more financial support for research on adaptive capacities;

29. Stresses the need to enhance coordination and information efforts within the EU and 
between the EU and the Member States; takes the view that one means of achieving this 
would be for a single unit in the Commission to take on an active coordinating role with 
regard to all the Union’s forestry-related activities; calls on the Commission to investigate,
and put forward a proposal for, the creation of such a function within one DG;

30. Highlights the need to work out a strategy for financial instruments geared to the global 
and EU goals for forestry, including the exchange of best practices between Member 
States; asks the Commission to present a study before the end of 2011;

31. Considers that the industrial exploitation of forest resources to supply wood as a raw 
material to the chemical industry, or a semi-manufacture for the production of 
construction materials, should be restricted primarily to forest plantations; warns against 
the adverse effects of privatising the Member States’ natural wealth, including forests;

32. Calls on the Commission to compile and monitor, at European and national level,
indicators relating to forests and their functions (e.g. forest coverage, regenerative 
capacity, soil water capacity, erosion rates, areas for reafforestion, etcetera);
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33. Points out that, in arid areas and regions at risk of desertification, reafforestation with 
productive species will benefit the inhabitants and secure their involvement in the tasks of 
conservation and firefighting;

34. Recognises that forests are particularly important in Mediterranean countries because of 
their ability to bring down the temperature and balance the water cycle, and therefore 
considers that reafforestation should be preceded by scientific studies to identify the 
varieties and sites best suited to the purposes of soil conservation and rainwater 
catchment;

35. Encourages the Member States and the Commission to continue their efforts to stamp out 
illegal logging and the trade in timber thus produced, as by so doing they will help to 
combat deforestation, forest degradation and biodiversity loss;

36. Considers that, given their importance in CO2 sequestration, agroforestry trees should be 
considered in the same way as non-productive traditional woodlands in relation to the 
fight against climate change.
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