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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that in accordance with provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon, as well as the best 
practices so far, cohesion policy should remain independent and its current foundations 
and principles should not be modified by a sectoral dispersion of regional policy 
resources; stresses that cohesion policy and projects need to be better linked to the 
priorities established in the EU 2020 Strategy; underlines the need to set clear objectives 
and to assess whether the goals were achieved, to show flexibility in the process of 
reviewing the operational programmes and reallocating funding between programmes and 
to allocate clear competences to each level of governance;

2. Points out that cohesion funding should serve to foster the sustainable development of the 
EU as a whole, in particular by ensuring that better use is made of the potential of regions 
and sub-regions with a GDP below the EU average and by promoting economic and social 
cohesion with the aim of undertaking measures to reduce regional inequalities and 
promote real convergence; stresses that cohesion policy is an important instrument with 
which to attain the 20-20-20 goal by 2020 and establish a coherent strategy for a European 
economy with, in the long and medium term, maximum energy efficiency and low CO2 
emissions and to address energy security issues and the potential for job creation in a 
single market; is aware that investment in energy efficiency, energy infrastructure and 
renewable energy projects, as well as the development of the broadband network and the 
use of ICT in the public and industrial sector, is not moving ahead as expected;

3. Points out that cohesion policy is not playing a sufficiently effective role in driving 
investment in climate change adaptation infrastructure, such as flood defences;

4. Calls for a link between the allocation of subsidies and previous results and for more 
opportunities for the Court of Auditors and OLAF to initiate proceedings to recover 
European funds where Member States make inappropriate use thereof, as well as for the 
elimination of unnecessary administrative burdens, more flexible project management and 
synchronised controls in order to simplify these controls and avoid the confusion and 
erroneous interpretations that current administrative practices often create;

5. Asks the Commission to identify the obstacles that prevent a higher percentage of these 
funds from being used in the energy sphere and to present additional measures remedying 
this situation; takes the view, however, that the measures presented cannot change the 
current foundations of cohesion policy and lead to the creation of any sectoral dispersion 
of funds;

6. Calls on the Commission and the national authorities to improve the link between the 
cohesion funds and the research framework programme, underlines that cohesion funds 
should be used to enhance research infrastructure to enable research to reach the level of 
excellence necessary for access to research funds, and calls for an improved information 
flow between cohesion funds and research programmes where projects with great 
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potential would require access to better facilities for a successful application;

7. In the light of the review of cohesion policy and the EU financial perspective, asks the 
Commission to ensure that energy saving is automatically included, when applicable, as a 
condition when granting structural and cohesion funds, and to earmark an increased 
proportion of funds for energy efficiency projects (such as increasing the energy 
efficiency of buildings, of electricity generation or of transmission), and for decentralised 
renewable energy and cogeneration projects; points out that this must not be 
discriminatory towards projects that would not in any case be related or linked to energy 
efficiency issues and must not increase the level of red tape for the beneficiaries of 
structural and cohesion funds;

8. Is convinced that the housing sector can contribute to boosting regional development by 
the consolidation of economic activities based on technological innovation in the field of 
energy and urban rehabilitation and by strengthening social cohesion in the area
concerned; calls on the Commission to launch a European Building Initiative by June 
2011 to support and deliver an EU zero-energy built environment by 2050;

9. Calls on the Commission and Member States to use the opportunity of the mid-term 
review of the financial perspective 2007-2013 and of cohesion policy to ensure increased 
absorption of European funding in the period 2011-2013;

10. Recognises that many social and economic benefits are to be gained from the effective use 
of resources, particularly the creation of jobs which are not vulnerable to relocation, in 
both rural and urban areas, notably in the case of SMEs;

11. Acknowledges that better use can be made of resources and that social benefits can be 
achieved by allocating cohesion policy funding in such a way as to foster sustainable 
development at regional and sub-regional level in the Member States; takes the view that a 
more even distribution of cohesion funding will unleash local social potential and local 
resources, thus creating new jobs;

12. In the light of the new financial framework and EU 2020 Strategy, asks the Commission 
to make EU funding for regional projects more accessible for SMEs, through increased 
budgets allocated to specific SMEs programmes, support for improving absorption 
capacity and simplification of administrative procedures; underlines the role of SMEs as 
innovative players in the economy, and stresses the need to ‘wake up sleeping innovators’, 
i.e. to encourage SMEs to become involved in innovative projects and raise their 
awareness of their own potential;

13. Stresses the importance of a competitive forestry sector in regional development, 
especially in rural areas, where it contributes greatly to economic growth, jobs and 
prosperity;

14. Underlines the role of local and regional authorities in the implementation of the cohesion 
policy; believes that cooperation at the local level between SMEs, business networks, 
research institutes, clusters and regional authorities should be improved for the swifter 
identification of local problems and needs, regional programmes and project 
opportunities, supporting rebuilding employment, development of the SME sector and 
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applied research and innovation, and the creation of skilled jobs; calls, therefore, for a 
deepening of the cooperation with local and regional authorities in the implementation of 
the cohesion policy and for the opinion of the Committee of Regions on ‘Contribution of 
Cohesion Policy to the Europe 2020’ to be taken into account in creating cohesion policy 
in the post-2013 financial perspective;

15. This being the case, welcomes the ongoing initiatives such as JASPERS (project 
development), JEREMIE (equity, loans or guarantees) and JASMINE (micro-credit 
facilities), and urges the Commission to further simplify and streamline the process for 
facilitating SME participation and identifying additional EU financial engineering 
instruments;

16. Highlights the important role played by education and scientific research in fostering 
innovation, in particular in the field of ICTs, and encouraging efficient energy use, as well 
as in connection with cohesion policy and sustainable economic development in the EU;

17. Draws attention to the difficulties Member States are having in implementing EU 
directives on municipal waste recycling and management, and to the fact that material and 
energy recycling offers an additional means of acquiring resources and creating new jobs, 
in particular at regional and sub-regional level;

18. Notes the unequal development of investment in the digital economy; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to raise their level of support for ICTs, by 
encouraging innovation, and to redouble their efforts to stimulate investment in new, open 
and competitive high-speed networks in order to make internet access universally 
available and thereby narrow the digital divide among European citizens.
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