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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International 
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for 
a resolution:

1. Takes the view that the trade imbalances between the EU and China broadly reflect their 
differing social, economic, democratic models, demographic specificities and natural 
resources and that the limited or non-existent degree of respect for certain rights, in 
particular democratic rights and social and workers’ rights, in China is a contributing 
factor; acknowledges the fact that some efforts are being made to correct the imbalances, 
but considers that they do not go far enough; encourages, therefore, constructive 
engagement and a strategy for a closer and more responsible dialogue between the two 
partners based on mutual understanding;

2. Notes that China will have market economy status in 2016, and calls on the Commission 
to propose ways of retaining trade defence mechanisms after 2016, if appropriate, 
including for innovative European SMEs; calls on China to meet its WTO commitments 
by permitting full market access for goods and services and freedom of investment; calls 
for an EU-China trade policy that facilitates cooperation and the socio-economic
development of both parties; believes that both sides face challenges as well as great 
opportunities; stresses that the demand surge in emerging economies provides a chance 
for the EU to reap the benefits of globalisation by further stepping up exports of goods 
and services to new markets; emphasises the need for positive reciprocity, in particular as 
regards public procurement; considers it regrettable that China continues to resort to 
various non-tariff barriers which severely limit the presence of European companies on 
the Chinese market and which generate costs for European firms and deprive them of 
commercial outlets; stresses that access to a number of key sectors remains limited owing 
to investment restrictions taking the form of shareholding ceilings in strategic areas;

3. Draws attention to the temptation for European enterprises to relocate their operations to 
China in order to cut their costs and increase their profits, to the detriment of the EU 
workforce and with disregard for emissions reduction targets and for EU social and 
employment standards;

4. Takes the view that the challenges China poses for the EU are those of implementing an 
ambitious and proactive EU industrial policy, which should be based on:

– drafting, implementing and enforcing stringent standards,

– strengthening legitimate anti-dumping measures,

– adopting a more ambitious, coherent, and balanced approach in European public 
procurement policies, in particular with a view to improving European companies’
access to the Chinese market,

– pursuing research and innovation, 
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– respecting intellectual property rights,

– and promoting a green and sustainable economy;

5. Points out that such an industrial policy will be effective only if it is coordinated, 
developed and implemented at EU level, and that it will be impossible to generate a 
coherent and effective EU approach to China on the basis of purely separate national 
approaches;

6. Stresses that the weak protection afforded against counterfeiting and the lack of will 
shown by the Chinese authorities to tackle the counterfeiting of products form barriers to 
further expansion and investment by European enterprises in China; calls on the 
Commission, in the context of EU-China relations and during the new round of 
macroeconomic negotiations, to devise appropriate anti-counterfeiting measures;

7. Notes that the Chinese restrictions on market access and the lack of proper intellectual 
property protection form major barriers to further expansion of European enterprises in 
China; calls, therefore, for China’s economic openness to be increased as a matter of 
urgency;

8. Notes, furthermore, that technical barriers for foreign firms remain in place, that there is a 
growing tendency for some Chinese regulatory agencies to engage in unequal treatment, 
and that there is a lack of transparency in the regulatory sphere;

9. Notes with concern the fact that China is continuing to impose barriers to free global trade 
in rare earth elements and derivative products, which were toughened up through 
decreased export quotas that now include rare earth element alloys; calls on the 
Commission to engage purposefully with China in reaching agreements that are mutually 
beneficial and comply with environmental law and international trade law;

10. Believes that the setting up by the Commission of a mechanism for exchanging 
information on intergovernmental agreements between Member States and third countries 
in the field of trade with China will facilitate a coherent approach to China;

11. Stresses the importance of setting up an investment framework between the two sides, and 
notes the importance of identifying common ground between the EU 2020 strategy and 
China’s five-year plan;

12. Is concerned by the lack of will shown the Chinese authorities to enforce cybersecurity 
and prosecute cybercrime, which is undermining the world wide web and information 
security and having a significant negative impact on the EU’s economy and society;

13. Recalls the progress China has made in developing and introducing its own standards, and 
encourages all forms of cooperation between China and the EU in international 
negotiations on standards; takes the view that, as the world’s largest market, the EU must 
also continue to be the world leader in terms of developing standards, in particular in 
strategic areas; calls, therefore, for all goods in circulation on the internal market strictly 
to comply with social, environmental and health protection standards; calls on the 
Member States to strengthen market surveillance mechanisms in order to ensure that only 
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goods that meet EU standards are allowed into the internal market; calls on the 
Commission to assess whether a common EU approach on market surveillance would be 
an appropriate means of bolstering the current monitoring provisions;

14. Notes that the scale of Chinese investment in and government financial support for energy 
efficiency and renewable energies is challenging the EU’s own renewable manufacturing 
sectors; points out that, according to the Renewables 2010 Global Status Report published 
by the Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21), which has the 
support of the International Energy Agency and the United Nations, China added the most 
renewable power capacity in 2009 (37 GW of the worldwide increase of 80 GW); calls,
therefore, for urgent action and greater commitment in order to ensure that the EU remains 
at the cutting edge in these fields and does not become a net importer of renewable energy 
technologies, by focusing EU research efforts on efficient resource management and the
green economy and by investing in a sustainable, balanced and cohesive economy; warns 
against the inappropriate use of trade and investment barriers in the green goods sector;

15. Stresses that China is the world leader in terms of wind farm installation, that Chinese and 
Indian manufacturers of wind turbines are in the top ten such manufacturers, and that 
China currently produces a large proportion of the world’s photovoltaic panels; calls on 
the Commission and Member States to take measures to promote the development and 
eco-efficient production, in the EU, of those technologies and of the new, innovative 
technologies needed to achieve ambitious targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions;

16. Takes the view that rising domestic demand and further economic reform in China will 
play a decisive role in fostering a more balanced market environment and reducing the 
trade deficit; supports implementation of the necessary banking services reforms and the 
development of a genuine consumer credit market;

17. Calls on the EU and China to develop strategic partnerships in relation to R&D and 
industrial, technological and innovation cooperation in the various growth areas within the 
green economy, such as consumption cutting, recycling, urban mining, efficient and 
sustainable management of raw materials, rare earth elements and other strategic 
resources throughout the economic cycle, renewable energies and energy efficiency, by 
means of:

– sharing and coproduction of renewable energy technologies and joint research and 
development programmes,

– improving the transparency and reliability of energy-related data and the exchange of 
best practices and information,

– stepping up the partnership on the ITER project;

18. Calls on the EU to step up its efforts to enhance its resource security by conducting 
research into sustainable alternatives;

19. Draws attention to the fact that China is continuing to apply restrictions to raw materials 
exports in the form of duties and quotas which are prohibited by the WTO and artificially 
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inflate global raw materials prices, hence diminishing internal prices and giving Chinese 
producers a significant competitive advantage;

20. Points out that China holds around 97% of the world’s rare earth supplies, on which the 
Chinese Government has imposed restrictive export quotas, thus increasing purchase 
prices for European enterprises and disadvantaging them in comparison to Chinese 
enterprises;

21. Calls on the EU and China to develop strategic partnerships in relation to R&D&I through 
enhanced cooperation between EU and Chinese universities and research institutions, joint 
training and academic programmes and increased researcher mobility; welcomes the fact 
that European programmes are open to Chinese research teams, and calls for Chinese 
programmes to be opened up to European researchers; calls for technology partnerships to 
be established in order to address the shared challenge of developing resource-saving 
production methods and collaborative research programmes, for the mutual benefit of the 
European and Chinese populations;

22. Calls for the impact of the Chinese Special Economic Zones in North and Sub-Saharan 
African countries, in particular those with which the EU has concluded trade agreements, 
to be assessed; voices its concern at the fact that China’s policy in Africa may have a 
dramatic impact on natural resources and constitutes a challenge to the development 
policies pursued by the EU; calls on the Commission to ascertain whether EU trade policy 
towards China is consistent with the EU’s development cooperation policies for Africa;



AD\884400EN.doc 7/7 PE470.054v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE
Date adopted 23.11.2011

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

43
0
3

Members present for the final vote Jean-Pierre Audy, Ivo Belet, Bendt Bendtsen, Jan Březina, Giles 
Chichester, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Christian Ehler, Vicky Ford, Adam 
Gierek, Norbert Glante, Robert Goebbels, Fiona Hall, Jacky Hénin, Edit 
Herczog, Kent Johansson, Romana Jordan Cizelj, Lena Kolarska-
Bobińska, Béla Kovács, Philippe Lamberts, Angelika Niebler, Jaroslav 
Paška, Aldo Patriciello, Anni Podimata, Herbert Reul, Paul Rübig, 
Amalia Sartori, Francisco Sosa Wagner, Konrad Szymański, Patrizia 
Toia, Evžen Tošenovský, Ioannis A. Tsoukalas, Vladimir Urutchev, 
Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Henri Weber

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Satu Hassi, Jolanta Emilia Hibner, Yannick Jadot, Ivailo Kalfin, Seán 
Kelly, Holger Krahmer, Werner Langen, Alajos Mészáros, Mario 
Pirillo, Vladimír Remek

Substitute(s) under Rule 187(2) present 
for the final vote

Cristian Silviu Buşoi, Anna Hedh


