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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory framework for introducing investment instruments 
at EU level; encourages the Commission to propose practical legislation as soon as 
possible given the largely unexplored innovative potential of these social enterprises; 
points out that the introduction of new forms of financial support will be preceded by an 
analysis of current instruments in order to verify their efficiency and therefore considers it 
necessary to obtain the tools to measure and compare the social return on investment in 
order to promote the development of a more transparent investment market; firmly 
believes that different financial instruments – such as European social entrepreneurship 
funds or European venture capital funds, the issuing of solidarity bonds, and initiatives on 
Business Angels – are needed and should be encouraged and promoted;

2. Emphasises that there is great variation among social enterprises in terms of form, size, 
business activity, economy and co-operation. There are social enterprises that are leaders 
in development in their spheres and which have adequate capacity for their own 
development, but there are also those that are in need of know-how when it comes to 
establishing, developing and managing their enterprises;

3. Considers that the definition of social enterprise in the Communication on social business 
initiative is a positive step towards recognising the specific nature of this type of 
organisation; asks that this description be used in all EU institutions; insists on the 
necessity of this description being used in the draft regulation on European funding for the 
Social Business Initiative; insists, moreover, that the three key dimensions that distinguish 
social enterprises – namely social objective/aim, entrepreneurial activity and governance 
favouring participation – be taken into consideration;

4. Emphasises that the concept of ‘social business’ is unequivocally associated with 
democratic governance of an enterprise that fully ensures economic democracy, 
stakeholder involvement and transparency, and enterprise change management in line with 
the principles of the European Union, the OCSE and the United Nations; calls on the 
European Commission to take these aspects into account when analysing and identifying 
best practices and replicable models, when creating a public database of labels and 
certification applicable to social enterprises in Europe in order to improve visibility and 
facilitate comparisons, and when making proposals to improve the legal environment;

5. Considers it necessary to create conditions under which social enterprises can gain 
financial independence and engage in commercial business activity; notes that, in many 
Member States, financial mechanisms and reduced procurements force social enterprises 
to focus on obtaining grants and funds from governmental institutions, rather than on 
increasing the quality of their services or products, which would help boost their 
competitiveness; emphasises the need to broaden access to debt and equity instruments at 
the relevant stage of enterprise development, taking into account the specific way in
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which social enterprises operate;

6. Considers that, in order to increase the competitiveness of social enterprises across 
Europe, it is necessary to encourage the creation of social innovation clusters, which have 
added value beyond just the local area; considers, moreover, that social enterprises, if 
provided with adequate incentives, can be vital for the employment of qualified workers 
aged over 50 who have left the labour market;

7. Asks the Commission and the Member States to take the necessary steps in order to 
provide equal chances for social enterprises when they participate in public procurement;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s move to simplify the accounting principles for SMEs, which 
will help make savings even more effective;

9. Considers that the introduction of a common European framework for data publishing will 
guarantee clearer and more effective information on investments in social enterprises;

10. Believes that problems in the social enterprises market are, on the one hand, the lack of 
appropriate know-how and, on the other hand, the insufficient attention paid to the 
specificities of social enterprises, and that therefore it is important to share knowledge 
internationally, where appropriate, as well as in individual Member States, and also to
ensure that advice, training – including initial and continuing training – and information 
are available in this context; believes that by supporting and promoting social enterprises, 
we can make the most of their growth potential and capacity to create social value;

11. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to develop vocational training 
programmes, including those based on the use of communications and information 
technology, that are dedicated to businesses providing social services and/or goods and 
services for vulnerable people;

12. Emphasises that it is essential to create greater awareness of social enterprises, especially 
those operating in a social economy, through appropriate information campaigns; 
believes, moreover, that this objective requires that greater visibility be given to the 
advantages and purposes of social entrepreneurship by drawing on assessments and 
indicators other than those of a purely economic nature; notes that in many cases the 
operations of social enterprises, especially those operating in a social economy, are 
hampered by awareness problems or by the stereotypes surrounding such enterprises; 
notes, therefore, that, in the Commission’s view, the top priority is to broaden awareness 
within all public authorities, especially local communities, as using local potential could 
help to involve those local communities and at the same time increase the attractiveness of 
the social enterprises working in the regions concerned;

13. Underlines the opportunity provided by the communication to encourage the participation 
of social enterprises in the public procurement market; calls, in this regard, on the 
Commission to take measures to encourage the use of social clauses or procurements 
reserved for enterprises that employ disadvantaged persons;

14. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to study and consider the possibility of social 
enterprises using sleeping patents to facilitate their development, and hopes for concrete 
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action in the near future;

15. Calls on the Commission to take the necessary steps to ensure that the standards drawn up 
by European standardisation bodies become more accessible to social enterprises.
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