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Amendment 1
Maria Badia i Cutchet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Agrees with the Commission analysis 
that biodiversity loss is not only costly for 
society as a whole, but also for economic 
actors in sectors that depend directly on 
ecosystem services and on the long-term 
availability and diversity of natural assets; 
agrees furthermore that nature-based 
innovation and action to restore ecosystems 
and conserve biodiversity has a significant 
potential to create new skills, jobs and 
business opportunities;

1. Agrees with the Commission analysis 
that biodiversity loss is not only costly for 
society as a whole, but also for economic 
actors in sectors that depend directly on 
ecosystem services and on the long-term 
availability and diversity of natural assets, 
such as tourism and tertiary sector, 
generally speaking, which is a major in 
the EU; agrees furthermore that nature-
based innovation and action to restore 
ecosystems and conserve biodiversity has a 
significant potential to create new skills, 
jobs and business opportunities; to that 
extent, European institutions should get 
the youth involved as it is particularly 
sensitive to environmental issues and, as it 
represents EU's future, it has a great 
concern on this topic;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Agrees with the Commission analysis 
that biodiversity loss is not only costly for 
society as a whole, but also for economic 
actors in sectors that depend directly on 
ecosystem services and on the long-term 
availability and diversity of natural assets; 
agrees furthermore that nature-based 
innovation and action to restore ecosystems 

1. Agrees with the Commission analysis 
that biodiversity loss is not only costly for 
society as a whole, but also for economic 
actors in sectors that depend directly on 
ecosystem services and on the long-term 
availability and diversity of natural assets; 
agrees furthermore that nature-based 
innovation and action to restore ecosystems 
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and conserve biodiversity has a significant 
potential to create new skills, jobs and 
business opportunities;

and conserve biodiversity has a significant 
potential to create new skills, jobs and 
business opportunities; notes that the 
enormous economic value of biodiversity 
offers a worthwhile return on the 
invaluable investment allocated to its 
conservation;

Or. lt

Amendment 3
Jens Rohde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Regrets, however, that the 
Commission has not actually analysed 
why current efforts have not succeeded 
and whether there are other and 
potentially more effective instruments 
available instead of reintroducing existing 
measures which have not delivered so far;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Regrets that, in spite of the action 
taken to combat biodiversity loss, in the 
EU only 17% of habitats and species and 
11% of key ecosystems protected under 
EU legislation are in a favourable state;

Or. ro
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Amendment 5
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission further to 
intensify their efforts in integrating 
biodiversity into the development, 
implementation and funding of other EU 
policies, thereby making the EU’s sectoral 
and budgetary policies more consistent and 
ensuring compliance with binding 
commitments on biodiversity protection;

2. Calls on the Commission further to 
intensify their efforts in integrating 
biodiversity into the development, 
implementation and funding of other EU 
policies, thereby making the EU’s sectoral 
and budgetary policies more consistent and 
ensuring compliance with binding 
commitments on biodiversity protection; 
calls for an increase in funding for nature 
conservation measures, at both European 
and national level;

Or. lt

Amendment 6
Jens Rohde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses, however, that biodiversity 
measures under sectoral policies should 
not create additional administrative and 
regulatory burdens for the affected parties 
such as the agricultural sector and 
believes that the proposed greening 
element of the CAP should remain 
focused on creating incentives for the 
individual farmer for a more sustainable 
active agricultural production;

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Considers it particularly important to 
maintain the status of all protected 
habitats and species registered up to 2020 
in the EU, including locations situated in 
Natura 2000 area and beyond in order to 
ensure a favourable conservation status 
for all habitats and species up to 2050;

Or. lt

Amendment 8
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Emphasises that biodiversity objectives 
need to be implemented through concrete 
actions to be effective;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Romana Jordan Cizelj

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Deplores the fact that development of 
the Commission's Green Infrastructure 
Strategy is planned only for 2012, while 
energy and transport corridors have 



AM\889189EN.doc 7/19 PE480.542v01-00

EN

already been identified in the European 
Infrastructure Package proposal; calls 
therefore on the Commission to accelerate 
the work on the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy and to ensure realisation of the 
proposed target No 2; agrees that 
synergies between the energy, transport 
and ICT projects should be maximised in 
order to limit the negative impact on 
biodiversity and that only actions in 
conformity with Union law and which are 
in line with relevant Union policies shall 
be financed with EU funding;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Considers that biodiversity safeguards 
contained in existing EU law must not be 
weakened;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Acknowledges that it is possible and 
necessary to achieve a full renewables-
based economy without compromising 
biodiversity objectives and that, on the 
contrary, such an economy could 
contribute towards achieving these 
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objectives; in this context, deems it 
necessary to introduce further safeguards 
regarding the sources, efficiency and 
quantity of biomass used for energy;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that one reason why we have 
failed to reverse the continuing trend of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
degradation globally is our incomplete 
understanding of the complexity of 
biodiversity and the interactions of its parts 
with each other and with the living 
environment, including the value of 
biodiversity for current and future human 
generations; reiterates that biodiversity 
science is the necessary backbone for any 
kind of policy implementation;

4. Considers that one reason why we have 
failed to reverse the continuing trend of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
degradation globally is our incomplete 
understanding of the complexity of 
biodiversity and the interactions of its parts 
with each other and with the living 
environment, including the value of 
biodiversity for current and future human 
generations; reiterates that biodiversity 
science is the necessary backbone for any 
kind of policy implementation; considers 
that the failure to stop biodiversity loss is 
unacceptable both ethically and 
economically because future generations 
will be unable to benefit from the normal 
functions of ecosystems and the well-
being created by natural assets.

Or. lt

Amendment 13
Maria Badia i Cutchet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that one reason why we have 
failed to reverse the continuing trend of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
degradation globally is our incomplete 
understanding of the complexity of 
biodiversity and the interactions of its parts 
with each other and with the living 
environment, including the value of 
biodiversity for current and future human 
generations; reiterates that biodiversity 
science is the necessary backbone for any 
kind of policy implementation;

4. Considers that one reason why we have 
failed to reverse the continuing trend of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
degradation globally is our incomplete 
understanding of the complexity of 
biodiversity and the interactions of its parts 
with each other and with the living 
environment, including the value of 
biodiversity for current and future human 
generations; reiterates that biodiversity 
science is the necessary backbone for any 
kind of policy implementation and 
underlines the need to keep on raising 
social awareness and setting binding 
commitments to help reversing the 
ecosystem's jeopardised situation;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Jens Rohde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses therefore the need to invest 
more in biodiversity research – also by 
means of Horizon 2020 – that will enable 
us to have a better understanding of 
biodiversity on the one hand and will 
contribute, through innovative concepts, to 
new and improved policies and 
management strategies on the other;

5. Stresses therefore the need to invest 
more in biodiversity research within the 
framework of Horizon 2020 and one or 
more of the relevant 'societal challenges' 
to avoid fragmentation of research policy; 
considers that such a potential increase in 
funds for biodiversity research could be 
achieved within the overall existing means 
due to the low take-up; believes research 
could enable us to have a better 
understanding of biodiversity on the one 
hand and will contribute, through 
innovative concepts, to new and improved 
policies and management strategies on the 
other;
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Or. en

Amendment 15
Ioannis A. Tsoukalas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses therefore the need to invest 
more in biodiversity research – also by 
means of Horizon 2020 – that will enable 
us to have a better understanding of 
biodiversity on the one hand and will 
contribute, through innovative concepts, to 
new and improved policies and 
management strategies on the other;

5. Stresses therefore the need to invest 
more in biodiversity, conservation and 
ecology research – also by means of 
Horizon 2020 – that will enable us to have 
a better understanding of biodiversity and 
its importance for all aspects of human 
activities on the one hand and will 
contribute, through innovative concepts, to 
new and improved policies and 
management and development strategies 
on the other;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Ioannis A. Tsoukalas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Underlines the importance of 
demonstrating to the citizens of the EU, 
especially in the current economic 
climate, that the protection of biodiversity 
is not contradictory with sustainable 
economic and social development; to this 
end it asks for the promotion of successful 
projects and the dissemination of 
information to the public on the feasibility 
of environmentally benign economic 
development in areas of important natural 
and cultural heritage like the Natura 2000 
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network;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Kathleen Van Brempt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Calls on the Commission to clarify, as 
soon as possible, what effect biofuels have 
on biodiversity, including the impact of 
indirect land use;

Or. nl

Amendment 18
Ioannis A. Tsoukalas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Stresses the need for a 
multidisciplinary and transboundary 
research approach when it comes to 
biodiversity, as it is inherently connected 
to ecology, genetics, epidemiology, climate 
science, economics, social anthropology, 
theoretical modelling etc.; emphasizes the 
need for science-based policies in the 
sustainable management of ecosystems 
and natural resources, especially in the 
economically and socially vital sectors of 
agriculture, fisheries and forestry;

Or. en
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Amendment 19
Kathleen Van Brempt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Calls for the establishment of 
sustainability criteria for solid biofuels;

Or. nl

Amendment 20
Maria Badia i Cutchet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Considers it vital that available scientific 
data on biodiversity, examples of good 
practice for halting biodiversity loss and 
information on nature-based innovation 
potential be more widely known and 
shared among policy makers and key 
stakeholders;

6. Considers it vital that available scientific 
data on biodiversity, examples of good 
practice for halting biodiversity loss and 
information on nature-based innovation 
potential be more widely known and 
shared among policy makers and key 
stakeholders; as such ICTs should have a 
crucial role to play in order to help 
delivering new opportunities and tools;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Ioannis A. Tsoukalas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Considers it vital that available scientific 
data on biodiversity, examples of good 
practice for halting biodiversity loss and 

6. Considers it vital that available scientific 
data on biodiversity, examples of best 
practices for halting biodiversity loss and 
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information on nature-based innovation 
potential be more widely known and 
shared among policy makers and key 
stakeholders;

restoring biodiversity, and information on 
nature-based innovation and development
potential be more widely known and 
shared among policy makers and key 
stakeholders;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Romana Jordan Cizelj

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Considers it vital that available 
scientific data on biodiversity, examples of 
good practice for halting biodiversity loss 
and information on nature-based 
innovation potential be more widely 
known and shared among policy makers 
and key stakeholders; welcomes therefore 
the Commission for setting up the EU 
Business and Biodiversity Platform, 
encourage the Commission to further 
develop the Platform and encourage 
greater cooperation between 
administration and businesses in Europe, 
including SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls for the Biodiversity Information 
System for Europe (BISE) web portal to 
be available in all the official EU 
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languages in order to contribute to data 
and information sharing;

Or. ro

Amendment 24
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on Member States to urgently 
review the implementation of the Habitats 
Directive, which in many Member States 
causes a costly and time consuming 
bureaucratic burden;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Calls for both the Commission and 
Member States to consider presenting a 
timetable, as part of specific measures, for 
mapping and assessing ecosystem services 
in Europe, which will enable targeted, 
efficient measures to be taken to halt the 
degradation of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services;

Or. ro

Amendment 26
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Calls on the Commission to consider 
whether increasing the emphasis on 
mitigation (including providing more 
habitat, enhanced habitat and design 
changes to accommodate species, etc.) 
versus background documentation, data 
collection and on-site species protection 
would have a more beneficial impact on 
biodiversity;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6c. Calls on the Commission to review 
whether the current regulatory regime 
adequately incentivises strategies to 
enhance biodiversity and to propose cost-
effective solutions to shift spending on 
biodiversity from bureaucracy towards 
protection and enhancement;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6d. Calls on the Commission to review the 
European Protected Species categories 
and to ensure that this is focused on 
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species which are most at risk;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Maria Badia i Cutchet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Welcomes the Commission's intention to 
reform, phase out and eliminate harmful 
subsidies in accordance with the 2020 
Strategy and agrees that well-designed 
market-based instruments aimed at 
internalising the external costs of 
consumption and production activities on 
the environment contribute to achieving the 
objective of halting biodiversity loss if 
combined with incentives for green 
investments within the sectors concerned;

7. Welcomes the Commission's intention to 
reform, phase out and eliminate harmful 
subsidies in accordance with the 2020 
Strategy and agrees that well-designed 
market-based instruments aimed at 
internalising the external costs of 
consumption and production activities on 
the environment contribute to achieving the 
objective of halting biodiversity loss if 
combined with incentives for green 
investments within the sectors concerned;
in view of the 2014-2020 Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 
negotiations, EC should bear in mind the 
great need to provide the appropriate 
financial resources for the Biodiversity 
Strategy goals to be fully achieved;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Welcomes the Commission's intention to 
reform, phase out and eliminate harmful 
subsidies in accordance with the 2020 
Strategy and agrees that well-designed 

7. Welcomes the Commission's intention to 
reform, phase out and eliminate harmful 
subsidies in accordance with the 2020 
Strategy and agrees that well-designed 
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market-based instruments aimed at 
internalising the external costs of 
consumption and production activities on 
the environment contribute to achieving the 
objective of halting biodiversity loss if
combined with incentives for green 
investments within the sectors concerned;

market-based instruments aimed at 
internalising the external costs of 
consumption and production activities on 
the environment contribute to achieving the 
objective of halting biodiversity loss and 
could be combined with incentives for 
green investments within the sectors 
concerned;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to undertake to adopt 
integrated strategies in order to learn 
about each geographical area’s natural
values and the features of its cultural 
heritage, as well as the conditions 
necessary for maintaining them. In order 
to conserve biodiversity and all species, 
account should be taken of the specific 
ecosystems, which include agriculture, 
water and the other minimum conditions 
required;

Or. es

Amendment 32
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. In view of the fact that, due to 
industrial and agricultural activities, as 
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well as climate change, potable water has 
become a scarce resource, calls on the 
Commission and Member States to adopt 
an EU strategy and an action plan for the 
protection and efficient use of potable 
water by 30 June 2012;

Or. ro

Amendment 33
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Recognises that biodiversity and 
ecosystem services represent significant 
non-monetised benefits to industries and 
other economic actors; invites 
organisations representing the private 
sector to come forward with proposals on 
how best to preserve and restore 
biodiversity on a meaningful scale;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Bendt Bendtsen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on the Commission continuously 
to conduct investigations into the impact 
of new and existing policies, including the 
EU prohibition on the sale of seal 
products, on biodiversity in EU Member 
States and affected countries, including 
members of EFTA and OCTA;
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Or. da

Amendment 35
Reinhard Bütikofer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8b. Welcomes attempts to develop 
methodologies for establishing 
biodiversity footprint accounting for 
products and economic activities; takes 
note of concepts such as 'no net loss' or 
'biodiversity offsets'; considers that this 
does not conflict with strategies avoiding 
and mitigating negative impacts which 
should take priority wherever possible.

Or. en


