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Amendment 1
Marie-Christine Vergiat

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Recalls that social enterprises tend to 
be organisations whose nature and status 
differ from those of classical enterprises, 
created to meet objectives that are 
primarily social and/or in the general 
interest, essentially non-profit making, 
generating numerous jobs, the profits of 
which are largely reinvested to ensure 
sustainability or to develop social 
activities or activities to meet needs of
general interest, and that their operation 
aims to ensure the participation, or indeed 
the co-decision of their employees and/or 
users and/or partners; stresses that the 
activities of social enterprises are for the 
most part non-relocatable and are 
extensively involved in the social, 
economic and territorial cohesion of the 
Union and of its Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment 2
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the Commission's proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 

1. Welcomes the Commission's proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
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support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Marie-Christine Vergiat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the Commission's proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the 
field of social business could also be 
promoted;

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to recognise and develop social 
enterprises; calls on the European 
Commission, the Council and the Member 
States to take account of current 
initiatives in the Member States and at 
local level to develop innovative financial 
instruments, taking account of their 
specific, individual status, operational and 
organisational methods, and activities; in 
this regard, calls on the European 
Commission, the Council and the Member 
States to pay particular attention to the 
development of hybrid capital structures 
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corresponding to the ways in which social 
enterprises are financed1, including with 
respect to the development of different 
types of public social investment and the 
initiatives of ethical and cooperative 
banks, etc. ;
__________________
1 see the EESC opinion (INT/589) 
adopted on 26 October 2011

Or. fr

Amendment 4
Patrizia Toia, Angelika Niebler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; urges the 
Commission to put forward a legislative 
and concrete proposal as quickly as 
possible taking into account the 
innovative and social potential of this 
largely unexplored enterprise; points out 
that the introduction of new forms of 
financial support will be preceded by an 
analysis of current instruments in order to 
verify their efficiency; firmly believes that 
the proposal to create a system of European 
social entrepreneurship funds or European
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; points out 
that incentives should be given for 
solidarity issue bonds and takes the view 
that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

Or. it
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Amendment 5
Josefa Andrés Barea

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency; firmly believes that the proposal 
to create a system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory 
framework for introducing investment 
instruments at EU level; points out that the 
introduction of new forms of financial 
support will be preceded by an analysis of 
current instruments in order to verify their 
efficiency and for this considers it 
necessary to equip itself with the means by 
which to measure and compare the social 
return on the investments in order to 
promote the development of a more 
transparent investment market; firmly 
believes that the proposal to create a 
system of European social 
entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds constitutes a chance 
to develop social enterprises; takes the 
view that initiatives encouraging specific 
Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

Or. es

Amendment 6
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Considers that the definition of social 
enterprise in the Communication on 
social business initiative is a positive step 
towards recognising the specific nature of 
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this type of organisation, asks that this 
description is used in all the EU 
institutions; insists on the necessity that 
this description be used in the draft 
regulation on European funds for social 
business initiative, and the three key 
dimensions that distinguish social 
enterprises, namely social objective/aim, 
entrepreneurial activity and governance 
favouring participation are taken into 
consideration;

Or. it

Amendment 7
Kent Johansson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Emphasises that there is great 
variation among social enterprises in 
terms of forms, size, business activity, 
economy and co-operation. There are 
social enterprises that are leaders in 
development in their spheres and which 
have adequate capacity for their own 
development, but there are also those that 
are in need of know-how when it comes to 
establishing, developing and managing 
such enterprises. Therefore, it is 
important not only to create an 
international knowledge base, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

Or. sv

Amendment 8
Patrizia Toia, Angelika Niebler
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Emphasises that the concept of ‘social 
business’ is univocally associated with a 
democratic governance of an enterprise 
that fully ensures economic democracy, 
stakeholder involvement and transparency 
and enterprise change management in 
line with the principles of the European 
Union, the OCSE and the United Nations;
calls on the European Commission to take 
these aspects into account when analysing 
and identifying best practices and 
replicable models, and in creating a 
public database of labels and certification 
applicable to social enterprises in Europe 
to improve visibility and comparison as 
well as in its proposals to improve the 
legal environment;

Or. it

Amendment 9
Marie-Christine Vergiat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises 
can gain financial independence and 
engage in commercial business activity;
notes that, in many Member States, 
financial mechanisms force social 
enterprises to focus on obtaining grants and 
funds from governmental institutions, 
rather than on increasing the quality of 
their services or products, which would 
help boost their competitiveness;
emphasises the need to broaden access to 
debt and equity instruments, taking into 

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises, 
especially those operating in the social 
economy, can gain financial independence 
to engage in and develop their activity to 
meet needs of a general interest; notes 
that, in many Member States, financial 
mechanisms force a large number of
social enterprises to focus on obtaining 
grants and funds from governmental 
institutions to the detriment of 
guaranteeing and increasing the quality of 
their services or products to meet needs of 
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account the specific way in which social 
enterprises operate;

a general interest; emphasises the need to 
broaden access to equity instruments, 
taking into account the specific way in 
which social enterprises operate and their 
social purpose;

Or. fr

Amendment 10
Krišjānis Kariņš

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises 
can gain financial independence and 
engage in commercial business activity; 
notes that, in many Member States, 
financial mechanisms force social 
enterprises to focus on obtaining grants and 
funds from governmental institutions, 
rather than on increasing the quality of 
their services or products, which would 
help boost their competitiveness; 
emphasises the need to broaden access to 
debt and equity instruments, taking into 
account the specific way in which social 
enterprises operate;

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises 
can gain financial independence and 
engage in commercial business activity; 
notes that, in many Member States, 
financial mechanisms force social 
enterprises to focus on obtaining grants and 
funds from governmental institutions, 
rather than on increasing the quality of 
their services or products, which would 
help boost their competitiveness; 
emphasises the need to broaden access to 
debt and equity instruments at the 
respective stage of enterprise 
development, taking into account the 
specific way in which social enterprises 
operate;

Or. lv

Amendment 11
Patrizia Toia, Angelika Niebler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises 
can gain financial independence and 
engage in commercial business activity; 
notes that, in many Member States, 
financial mechanisms force social 
enterprises to focus on obtaining grants and 
funds from governmental institutions, 
rather than on increasing the quality of 
their services or products, which would 
help boost their competitiveness; 
emphasises the need to broaden access to 
debt and equity instruments, taking into 
account the specific way in which social 
enterprises operate;

2. Considers it necessary to create 
conditions under which social enterprises 
can gain financial independence and 
engage in commercial business activity; 
notes that, in many Member States, 
financial mechanisms and reduced 
procurements force social enterprises to 
focus on obtaining grants and funds from 
governmental institutions, rather than on 
increasing the quality of their services or 
products, which would help boost their 
competitiveness; emphasises the need to 
broaden access to debt and equity 
instruments, taking into account the 
specific way in which social enterprises 
operate;

Or. it

Amendment 12
Patrizia Toia, Angelika Niebler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Considers that to increase the 
competitiveness of social enterprises 
across Europe, it is necessary to 
encourage the creation of social 
innovation clusters, which have not only a 
local added value; considers moreover 
that social enterprises, through adequate 
incentives, can be vital for the 
employment of qualified workers aged 
over 50 who have left the labour market;

Or. it
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Amendment 13
Angelika Niebler, Bogdan Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz, Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Asks the Commission and the 
Member States to take necessary action in 
order to provide equal chances for social 
enterprises when participating in public 
procurement;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Josefa Andrés Barea

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Considers that the introduction of a 
common European framework for data 
publishing will guarantee clearer and 
more effective information on investments 
in social enterprises.

Or. es

Amendment 15
Marita Ulvskog, Jens Nilsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems in the social enterprises market 
is the lack of appropriate know-how when 
it comes to establishing and managing 

4. Believes that it is important not only to 
create an international knowledge base 
concerning social entrepreneurship, but 
also to ensure that advice, training and 
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such enterprises, and that therefore it is 
important not only to create an 
international knowledge base, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

information is available in this context;

Or. sv

Amendment 16
Kent Johansson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems in the social enterprises market 
is the lack of appropriate know-how when 
it comes to establishing and managing 
such enterprises, and that therefore it is 
important not only to create an 
international knowledge base, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

4. Emphasises the importance of the 
presence of social enterprise as an 
important actor in the social economy. 
Social entrepreneurship constitutes a 
central element of the European social 
model, is closely connected to the Europe 
2020 growth strategy and makes a 
valuable contribution to society. Through 
supporting and promoting social 
entrepreneurship, we can best utilise its 
growth potential and capacity to generate 
social value;

Or. sv

Amendment 17
Marie-Christine Vergiat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems in the social enterprises market
is the lack of appropriate know-how when 
it comes to establishing and managing 
such enterprises, and that therefore it is 

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems of enterprises is the impossibility 
for these enterprises to have their specific 
characteristics taken into account; also 
recalls the need to provide better 
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important not only to create an 
international knowledge base, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

information about the existence of 
international knowledge relating to the 
creation, operation and social or general-
interest purpose of social enterprises, 
especially those operating in a social 
economy, but also to ensure that advice, 
training and information is available in this 
context, including in the framework of 
initial and continuous training;

Or. fr

Amendment 18
Vicky Ford

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems in the social enterprises market is 
the lack of appropriate know-how when it 
comes to establishing and managing such 
enterprises, and that therefore it is 
important not only to create an 
international knowledge base, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

4. Believes that one of the fundamental 
problems in the social enterprises market is 
the lack of appropriate know-how when it 
comes to establishing and managing such 
enterprises, and that therefore it is 
important not only to share knowledge 
internationally, where appropriate, as well 
as in individual Member States, but also to 
ensure that advice, training and 
information is available in this context;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to develop vocational 
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training programmes, including those 
based on the use of communications and 
information technology, that are 
dedicated to businesses providing social 
services and/or goods and services for a 
vulnerable population;

Or. ro

Amendment 20
Marie-Christine Vergiat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Emphasises that is essential to change 
the perception of social enterprises through 
proper information campaigns; notes that 
in many cases the operations of social 
enterprises are hampered by awareness 
problems or by the stereotypes surrounding 
them; notes, therefore, that, in the 
Commission’s view, the top priority is to 
broaden awareness within local 
communities, as using local potential might 
help involve these local communities and 
at the same time increase the attractiveness 
of the social enterprises working in the 
regions concerned;

5. Emphasises that it is essential to create 
greater awareness of social enterprises, 
especially those operating in a social 
economy, through proper information 
campaigns, and believes that this objective 
requires greater visibility being given to 
the advantages and purposes of social 
entrepreneurship by drawing on other 
assessments and other indicators than 
those of a purely economic nature; notes 
that in many cases the operations of social 
enterprises, especially those operating in a 
social economy, are hampered by 
awareness problems or by the stereotypes 
surrounding them; notes, therefore, that, in 
the Commission’s view, the top priority is 
to broaden awareness within all public 
authorities, especially local communities, 
as using local potential might help involve 
these local communities and at the same 
time increase the attractiveness of the 
social enterprises working in the regions 
concerned;

Or. fr
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Amendment 21
Patrizia Toia, Angelika Niebler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Underlines the opportunity in the 
communication to encourage 
participation of social enterprises in the 
public procurement market. In this 
regard, calls on the Commission to take 
measures to encourage the use of social 
clauses or of procurements reserved for 
enterprises that employ disadvantaged 
persons;

Or. it

Amendment 22
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Welcomes the Commission’s 
commitment to study and consider the 
possibility of social enterprises using
sleeping patents to facilitate their 
development, and hopes for concrete 
action in the near future;

Or. fr

Amendment 23
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the Commission to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that the 
standards drawn up by European
standardisation bodies become more 
accessible to social enterprises;

Or. ro


