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Amendment 1
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Recalls that the Parliament already 
adopted the report on the role of EU 
cohesion policy and its actors in 
implementing the new European energy 
policy, and that this report also covers 
energy efficiency issues;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Stresses that cohesion policy will play a 
key role in implementing the measures 
necessary to achieve the Union's target of 
saving 20 % of primary energy 
consumption by 2020;

1. Stresses that cohesion policy will play a 
key role in implementing the measures 
necessary to achieve the Union's target of 
saving 20 % of primary energy 
consumption by 2020, and in paving the 
way for further energy efficiency 
improvements beyond that date;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic and social disparities 
between regions and considers that energy 
efficiency policies should not interfere 
with this objective; stresses that some of 
the EU's poorest regions may have 
different priorities and require investment 
in other areas first;

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic, social and territorial 
disparities between regions and considers 
that energy efficiency policies will help 
achieve this objective;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic and social disparities 
between regions and considers that energy 
efficiency policies should not interfere with 
this objective; stresses that some of the 
EU's poorest regions may have different
priorities and require investment in other 
areas first;

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic and social disparities 
between regions and considers that energy 
efficiency policies should not interfere with 
this objective; stresses that some of the 
EU's poorest regions may have different 
priorities and require investment in other 
areas first; underlines that the strength of 
cohesion policy lies in its flexibility and 
the decentralised administration of funds 
at local level;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Fiona Hall

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic and social disparities 
between regions and considers that energy 
efficiency policies should not interfere 
with this objective; stresses that some of 
the EU's poorest regions may have 
different priorities and require investment 
in other areas first;

2. Notes that the primary objective of 
cohesion policy remains the reduction of 
the economic and social disparities 
between regions and considers that energy 
efficiency policies will aid this objective; 
stresses that some of the EU's poorest 
regions will benefit most from investing in 
energy efficiency and the jobs and growth 
that this brings;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency has the potential to contribute to 
economic growth, employment, innovation 
and a reduction in energy poverty in 
households, and can therefore make a 
positive contribution to economic, social 
and territorial cohesion;

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency has the potential to contribute to 
economic growth, employment, innovation 
and a reduction in energy poverty in 
households, and can therefore make a 
positive contribution to economic, social 
and territorial cohesion; emphasises that 
the allocation of funds must be based on 
principles of proportionality, cost-
effectiveness and economic effectiveness 
and that it must not increase 
administrative burdens;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3
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Draft opinion Amendment

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency has the potential to contribute to 
economic growth, employment, innovation
and a reduction in energy poverty in 
households, and can therefore make a 
positive contribution to economic, social 
and territorial cohesion;

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency has the potential to contribute to 
economic growth, employment-
particularly at  local and  regional level, 
innovation and a reduction in energy 
poverty in households, and can therefore 
make a positive contribution to economic, 
social and territorial cohesion;

Or. ro

Amendment 8
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency has the potential to contribute
to economic growth, employment, 
innovation and a reduction in energy 
poverty in households, and can therefore 
make a positive contribution to economic, 
social and territorial cohesion;

3. Points out that investment in energy 
efficiency contributes to economic growth, 
employment, innovation, energy 
independency and a reduction in energy 
poverty in households, and can therefore 
make a positive contribution to economic, 
social and territorial cohesion;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Emphasises that bureaucracy and lack 
of procedural clarity have made access to 
the Structural Funds and the Cohesion 
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Fund difficult and discouraged those 
actors most in need of such funding from 
applying; supports, therefore, the 
simplification of rules and procedures, the 
removal of red tape, and increased 
flexibility in allocating these funds at both 
EU and national level; believes that 
simplification will contribute to the 
efficient allocation of funds, higher 
absorption rates, fewer errors and 
reduced payment periods and allow the 
poorest Member States and regions to 
take full advantage of the financial 
instruments intended to reduce regional 
and inter-state disparities; considers that 
a balance needs to be struck between 
simplification and the stability of rules 
and procedures;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that Member States should 
not await the final deadline for the 
implementation of Directive 2010/31/EC 
and should invest in the development of 
new and more energy-efficient materials 
and technologies for the purposes of job 
creation, industrial recovery and the 
increased competitiveness of EU regions;

Or. ro

Amendment 11
Fiona Hall
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Notes that National Energy Efficiency 
Plans and their implementation are 
reported on under the National Reform 
Plans and the EU Economic Semester in 
recognition of the positive economic 
impact of energy efficiency measures;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Underlines the potential benefits 
available under the JESSICA and 
ELENA initiatives for sustainable energy 
investment at local level, with a view to 
helping cities and regions embark on 
viable investment projects in the fields of 
energy efficiency and calls for the 
promotion of these initiatives;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Considers it to be of paramount 
importance to be able to use the 
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Structural Funds, the Cohesion Fund and 
other financial and leverage instruments 
to finance energy efficiency in particular 
in the housing sector; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
disseminate clear, easily accessible 
information on the financial instruments, 
incentives, grants and loans available to 
support energy efficiency service projects;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Andrzej Grzyb

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3d. Stresses the importance of integrating 
energy efficiency dimension into the 
research and innovation strategies for 
smart specialisation that Member States 
and regions will have to design in order to 
access innovation funding under the 
future cohesion policy;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Daniel Caspary

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Is concerned about recent developments 
in countries such as Bulgaria, where high
energy prices have caused social unrest, 
and calls for targeted measures to make 
energy affordable for ordinary citizens;

4. Is concerned about rising energy prices 
which have caused social unrest, and calls 
for targeted measures to make energy 
affordable for ordinary citizens;
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Or. de

Amendment 16
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Is concerned about recent developments 
in countries such as Bulgaria, where high 
energy prices have caused social unrest, 
and calls for targeted measures to make 
energy affordable for ordinary citizens;

4. Is concerned about recent developments 
in countries such as Bulgaria, where high 
energy prices have caused social unrest, 
and calls for targeted energy efficiency
measures, in particular under cohesion 
policy, to reduce energy bills for citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Emphasises in particular the potential 
social benefits of investments in energy 
efficiency as they can contribute to 
reducing energy bills for the socially 
disadvantaged;

5. Emphasises in particular the potential 
social benefits of investments in energy 
efficiency as they can contribute to 
reducing energy bills for consumers;

Or. ro

Amendment 18
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6
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Draft opinion Amendment

6. Recalls in particular the energy saving 
potential of public buildings and housing, 
which represent 40 % of the Union's final 
energy consumption and urges Member 
States to swiftly adopt long-term strategies 
beyond 2020 for mobilising investment in 
the renovation of residential and 
commercial buildings with a view to 
improving the energy performance of the 
building stock, as required by Directive 
2012/27/EU;

6. Recalls in particular the energy saving 
potential of public and private, residential 
and commercial buildings, which 
represent 40 % of the Union's final energy 
consumption and 36% of the European 
Union's total CO2 emissions, and urges 
Member States to swiftly adopt long-term 
strategies beyond 2020 for mobilising 
investment in the renovation of residential 
and commercial buildings with a view to 
improving the energy performance of the 
building stock, as required by Directive 
2012/27/EU;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Fiona Hall

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Recalls in particular the energy saving 
potential of public buildings and housing, 
which represent 40 % of the Union's final 
energy consumption and urges Member 
States to swiftly adopt long-term strategies 
beyond 2020 for mobilising investment in 
the renovation of residential and 
commercial buildings with a view to 
improving the energy performance of the 
building stock, as required by Directive 
2012/27/EU;

6. Recalls in particular the energy saving 
potential of public buildings and housing, 
which represent 40 % of the Union's final 
energy consumption and urges Member 
States to swiftly adopt ambitious long-term 
strategies beyond 2020 for mobilising 
investment in the deep and staged deep
renovation of residential and commercial 
buildings with a view to improving the 
energy performance of the building stock, 
as required by Directive 2012/27/EU;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău



PE510.482v01-00 12/17 AM\933727EN.doc

EN

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Points out that by  31 December 2020 
all new buildings must be nearly-zero 
energy buildings and two years before this 
new publicly owned and occupied
buildings must be nearly-zero energy 
buildings;  accordingly urges the Member 
States to step up  the formulation of 
national programmes for increasing the 
number of nearly-zero energy buildings  
and introduce provisions for the definition 
of nearly-zero energy buildings, reflecting 
the situation at national, regional or local 
level in this respect;

Or. ro

Amendment 21
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Stresses the importance of cohesion 
policy, and of the financial resources 
allocated to it, for the full development of 
smart grids and intelligent networks 
which result in more efficient energy 
systems across the regions, reducing 
energy consumption and energy loss;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Calls on the Commission and Member 
States to increase substantially under the 
2014-2020 financial planning period the 
structural fund appropriations that may 
be used by the Member States for 
measures to increase energy efficiency in 
buildings, especially residences;

Or. ro

Amendment 23
András Gyürk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Invites Member States to make full use 
of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion 
Fund to trigger investments in energy 
efficiency improvement measures;

7. Calls on the Commission to assist 
Member States to improve their 
administrative capacities and information 
channels in order to achieve a better 
targeting of existing funds; invites 
Member States to make full use of the 
Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund to 
trigger investments in energy efficiency 
improvement measures;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to increase the minimum 
share of funding for energy efficiency 
measures when negotiating future 
cohesion policy.

Or. en

Amendment 25
Fiona Hall

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
establishment of financing facilities for 
energy efficiency improvement measures 
to maximise the benefits of multiple 
streams of financing, as required by 
Directive 2012/27/EU; calls on the 
Commission to assist Member States in 
setting up financing facilities and to 
facilitate the exchange of best practice 
between the competent national or regional 
authorities or bodies;

8. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
establishment of financing facilities for 
energy efficiency improvement measures 
to maximise the benefits of multiple 
streams of financing, as required by 
Directive 2012/27/EU; calls on the 
Commission to assist Member States in 
setting up financing facilities and to 
facilitate the exchange of best practice 
between the competent national or regional 
authorities or bodies; stresses the 
importance of such EU programmes as 
the ELENA facility in giving technical 
assistance to regional and local 
authorities to make best use of the 
cohesion funds;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8
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Draft opinion Amendment

8. Calls on Member States to facilitate the 
establishment of financing facilities for 
energy efficiency improvement measures 
to maximise the benefits of multiple 
streams of financing, as required by 
Directive 2012/27/EU; calls on the 
Commission to assist Member States in 
setting up financing facilities and to 
facilitate the exchange of best practice 
between the competent national or regional 
authorities or bodies;

8. Points out that Member States may 
apply a reduced  VAT rate, which must 
not however be less than 5%, in respect of 
measures to increase energy efficiency in 
buildings and calls on Member States to 
facilitate the establishment of financing 
facilities for energy efficiency 
improvement measures to maximise the 
benefits of multiple streams of financing, 
as required by Directive 2012/27/EU; calls 
on the Commission to assist Member 
States in setting up financing facilities and 
to facilitate the exchange of best practice 
between the competent national or regional 
authorities or bodies;

Or. ro

Amendment 27
Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Urges the Member States to launch 
information campaigns regarding the 
benefits in terms of comfort and lower 
utility bills accruing from increased 
energy efficiency in residences; points out 
at the same time that it is with regard to 
buildings rather than individual units 
(e.g. apartments) that measures to 
increase energy efficiency are the most 
efficient;

Or. ro
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Amendment 28
Claude Turmes
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Is concerned about the recent findings of 
the Court of Auditors, which indicate that
cohesion policy investments in energy 
efficiency have not been cost-effective;

9. Is concerned about the findings from the 
2012 Court of Auditors report on Cost-
Effectiveness of Cohesion Policy 
Investments in Energy Efficiency on a 
sample of 24 energy efficiency investment 
projects in public buildings only, in the 
Member States of Lithuania, Italy and the 
Czech Republic across four operational 
programmes, which indicate that the right 
conditions in programming and financing 
had not been set to enable cost-effective 
energy efficiency investments; notes the 
reply of the Commission to the findings 
which concludes that sample size of the 
projects audited is very small and that one 
of the projects is from 2000-06 and 
therefore the results cannot be 
extrapolated to the policy as a whole, that 
energy efficiency policy has developed 
considerably in recent years since the four 
audited programmes were negotiated, that 
there might be a conflict of interest 
between the results of a 'cost-
effectiveness', as is the focus of the Court 
of Auditors' report, and a 'needs
assessment' approach, and that an 
assessment of needs might lead to a 
different prioritisation, that it is important 
to take an integrated approach for 
investment in public buildings and that 
deep renovations may need longer pay 
back times;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Fiona Hall
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Is concerned about the recent findings of 
the Court of Auditors, which indicate that 
cohesion policy investments in energy 
efficiency have not been cost-effective;

9. Is concerned about the recent findings of 
the Court of Auditors, which indicate that 
cohesion policy investments in energy 
efficiency have not been cost-effective due 
to the incorrect implementation and use 
of funds ring fenced for this purpose;

Or. en


