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ANSWERS TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMMISSIONER - DESIGNATE

Antonio TAJANI

(Industry and Entrepreneurship)

General competence, European commitment and personal independence

1. What aspects of your personal qualifications and experience are particularly 
relevant for becoming Commissioner and promoting the European general interest, 
particularly in the area you would be responsible for? What motivates you? What 
guarantees of independence are you able to give the European Parliament, and how 
would you make sure that any past, current or future activities you carry out could 
not cast doubt on the performance of your duties within the Commission?

Over the fourteen years I spent as a Member of the European Parliament and in my current 
role as Vice-President of the European Commission and Commissioner responsible for 
Transport, I have gained a good knowledge of the European institutions and their operation. I 
am no stranger in the world of politics, particularly European politics, and am therefore 
extremely sensitive to the needs of Parliament. I am determined, in my future role as 
Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, to pursue my efforts to establish close 
relations with Parliament so that we can achieve our common objectives.

Industry, with its challenges and hopes, is not entirely new to me. As Commissioner for 
Transport, a position I have had the honour and privilege to hold until now, I have had the 
opportunity to work with several key sectors of industry concerned with transport and space, 
for which I was responsible under the Galileo programme.

My time in the European institutions has taught me that, to achieve our political goals, it is not 
enough to work hard with determination and passion: above all, we have to understand the 
real interest and implications of European policies for the citizens of the Union, whether they 
be employees, entrepreneurs, travellers, tourists or consumers. This has been one of my main 
inspirations to date and will continue to be so in a field as vast and important as that of 
industry and entrepreneurship, which plays such a vital role in today's socio-economic 
context.

In order to do this and maintain the Commission's tradition of independence, I undertake, as 
Commissioner, to comply fully with the principles set out in Articles 17.3 TEU and Article 
245 TFEU, which are at the heart of the Commission's operation and the way it performs its 
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work. Given that the industrial sector has a direct impact on a large share of the EU's 
population, I attach great importance to taking note of all the opinions expressed and will 
always listen attentively to all stakeholders, in a spirit of impartiality and openness, to protect, 
with my departments, our common European interests.

Lastly, I undertake to respect fully all the requirements set out in the Code of Conduct for 
Commissioners and to keep up to date and publish my declaration of financial interests and, if 
necessary, any other relevant information during my term of office.

Management of the portfolio and cooperation with the European Parliament and its 
committees

2. How would you assess your role as a Member of the College of Commissioners? In 
what respect would you consider yourself responsible and accountable to the 
Parliament for your actions and for those of your departments?

As a former MEP and member of the Convention for the Future of Europe I am fully aware of 
the central role played by Parliament in strengthening the process of European integration. I 
welcome the recent entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in order to consolidate this role by, 
in particular, making co-decision the usual procedure for legislation.

The European Parliament is the only European institution elected directly. As such, it enjoys 
full democratic legitimacy as the representative of the citizens of Europe. It is therefore, in my 
view, vitally important for the democracy, effectiveness and legitimacy of the European 
Union that the Commissioner answer to the European Parliament for his actions, and for those 
of his departments, so that Parliament can exercise its democratic surveillance role 
effectively. I undertake to respect this principle, without prejudice to the principle of 
Commission collegiality. I am certain that, in close cooperation with the other 
Commissioners, we will be able to work well together as a team, with the various policies and 
instruments reinforcing each other, for the good of Europe as a whole.

Lastly, I believe that MEPs should have access to the Commissioners so as to guarantee close 
cooperation and a constructive political dialogue.  My aim over the past 18 months as the 
Commissioner for Transport has been to act in this way, and I promise to continue to do so in 
my new role.

3. What specific commitments are you prepared to make in terms of enhanced 
transparency, increased cooperation and effective follow-up to Parliament's 
positions and requests for legislative initiatives, also in the light of the entry into 
force of the Treaty of Lisbon? In relation to planned initiatives or ongoing 
procedures, are you ready to provide Parliament with information and documents 
on an equal footing with the Council?

Institutional cooperation is vital to guarantee the effectiveness, legitimacy and good 
governance of the EU's decision-making. It should be based on three key elements:
transparency, mutual trust and a spirit of cooperation. To this end, I undertake to fully respect 
the Framework Agreement on Relations between the European Parliament and the 
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Commission and the Agreement on Better Lawmaking.

As I have tried to do so far, I will make sure that Parliament is kept fully informed at the same 
time as the Council, so that MEPs can exercise democratic control, and I will do everything in 
my power to improve transparency and the flow of information.

During my term of office at the Commission, I have always considered the opportunity to 
attend meetings of the Parliamentary committees and the plenary hearings as unique 
occasions to establish and strengthen the political dialogue between the two institutions.
Should my nomination be confirmed, I intend to continue to make full use this opportunity in 
the future.

Policy-related questions

4. What are the three main priorities you intend to pursue as part of your proposed 
portfolio, taking into account, where relevant, the financial, economic and social 
crisis and concerns related to sustainable development? 

I will be assuming my new responsibilities at a crucial time: we have to deal with the impact 
of the financial crisis on industry. This is the time to undertake the structural reforms Europe 
needs so as to ensure greater productivity and growth, for the benefit of its citizens. We have 
to take into account the millions of European SMEs and help them to create jobs and 
innovate. In this context, combating climate change and effecting the transition to a low-
carbon economy represent both a challenge and an opportunity. A challenge that cannot be 
tackled without investing in innovation and the new technologies. And an opportunity, 
because the EU's innovation-support policies will help us to make Europe more competitive, 
creating at the same time new, high-quality "green" jobs in promising markets. 

My mandate is fully in line with the new EU 2020 strategy and the guidelines presented to 
you by Mr Barroso in September. The main aim is to transform industrial and enterprise 
policy and the functioning of the internal market to create an engine to stimulate growth and 
innovation.

My first priority will be to boost the competitiveness of Europe's industrial base, in line with 
the EU 2020 strategy. The challenge is to help the economy to recover by identifying needs 
and facilitating the restructuring of European industry. This will call for a new approach to 
European industrial policy. I intend, during the first year of my term of office, to define this 
new approach, and, following a thorough analysis and in consultation with all stakeholders, to 
prepare for the industrial change brought about by the economic crisis and the need to 
maintain our competitiveness by developing a low-carbon, more knowledge-based economy. I 
will establish a strategic framework for an integrated industrial policy, preparing for future 
needs in terms of skills, R&D, innovativeness, standardisation and regulation, which will take 
the economy back to dynamic levels of growth, develop new sources of sustainable growth 
and guarantee that Europe remains attractive to industry. Reinforcing the internal market for 
products and developing Europe's international competitiveness will be key elements of my 
approach.

Another priority will be to develop SMEs in Europe, in particular thanks to the 
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implementation and enforcement of the Small Business Act, at both European and Member 
State level. I will also work to develop a new enterprise culture in Europe, supporting SMEs' 
growth and internationalisation potential. Moreover, I will promote access to payments for 
SMEs, an important contribution to which will be the adoption of the Late Payments 
Directive.

Lastly, I firmly intend to profit fully from the new powers introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, in 
particular in the space and tourism sectors, and from the legal basis in industry, which will be 
subjected to the ordinary legislative procedure. More specifically, I intend to bring GMES to 
maturity, completing the transition from research to operations and ensuring the deployment 
of the Galileo system according to plan.  I consider tourism to be a very important opportunity 
to be seized. 

5. What are the specific legislative and non-legislative initiatives you intend to put 
forward, and according to what timetable? What specific commitments can you 
make regarding in particular the committees' priorities and requests attached hereto 
which would fall within your portfolio? How would you personally ensure the good 
quality of legislative proposals?

I will try to answer the questions posed by your parliamentary committees as succinctly as 
possible.

A new, integrated approach to industrial policy will be a key element of the EU 2020 Strategy 
for a competitive, greener and more interconnected economy. The aim is to provide a stable, 
predictable framework for competitive industry, the development of entrepreneurship and 
innovation. Once I have taken stock of the strengths and weaknesses of European industry and 
the challenges facing it, I will organise a wide-ranging consultation of all stakeholders. I 
intend to involve the European Parliament closely in this. 

We must stop industry and jobs fleeing Europe to go and add to pollution elsewhere, a 
phenomenon known as "carbon leakage". To avoid this, the Commission will be working to 
implement the ETS (Emissions Trading System) Directive and to prepare a list of industrial 
sectors that could receive, free of charge, a larger share of the emission allocations.

SMEs will be one of my priorities. I will therefore enforce all the undertakings made on the 
adoption of the 2008 Small Business Act (SBA) to promote entrepreneurship and enshrine the 
principle of "Think Small First" in policy development at both European and national levels. 
An in-depth study of the implementation of the SBA will be conducted in 2010 in order to 
measure progress achieved and identify new areas of action.

The crisis has made it even more difficult for European SMEs to gain access to funding. The 
European Investment Bank (EIB) has therefore undertaken to provide 30 billion euros in 
credit to SMEs for the period 2008-2011. I intend to work more closely with the EIB to look 
at how to enhance our impact in key sectors such as industrial innovation and clean energy.

Innovation is vital for achieving the objectives of Europe 2020. I intend to work very closely 
with the Commissioner for Research and Innovation to draw up a plan of action for 
innovation, which will specify what the Commission plans to do – in partnership with 
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Parliament and the Member States – to achieve these objectives. The plan will comprise four 
components: a broader approach to innovation, beyond research and development; 
concentrating the EU budget where it has a greater impact; improving framework conditions; 
and supporting innovation in the public sector. It should also introduce the idea of stronger 
public-private partnerships, in particular for the public and private funding of innovative and 
fast growing companies.  

The competence in the area of space conferred on the EU by the Lisbon Treaty can build on a 
long history of successes on the part of the Member States and the European Space Agency, 
to which the Commission has contributed. One of my priorities will be to implement our two 
showcase projects: Galileo and GMES. But I want to go much further. The EU must develop 
a strong space capacity to manage climate change. It must also protect its space assets and 
exploit their potential to protect Europe's citizens.

My other priorities will be science, space innovation and support for exploration for scientific 
purposes. These are in line with the priorities of Parliament and its 2008 resolution. This is an 
ambitious programme calling for good governance, appropriate funding instruments and a 
budget that matches our ambitions. 

I share Parliament's view that we must improve the benefits to consumers of the internal 
market and make the existing legal framework perform better.

The new legislative framework for product marketing aims to boost consumers' confidence in 
the safety of products on the market. This includes confidence in the CE mark. In this context, 
I plan to conduct a project to restore consumer confidence in products by way of information 
campaigns on the CE mark. However, this confidence is also dependent on the reliability of 
the system on which the CE mark is based. For this reason, I consider that all new policies 
concerned with market surveillance and the monitoring of products from third countries 
should be treated as priorities to improve the operation of the internal market. Between now 
and 2013, the Commission will be preparing a report on market surveillance. Thanks to the 
Toy Safety Directive, we now have an appropriate set of rules in this area. 

I also undertake to forward to you all impact studies performed by DG ENTR for the 
preparation of legislative initiatives. These will deal in particular with bringing existing 
directives into line with the new legislative framework for the sale of the products mentioned 
above (end of 2010), revising the legislation on machines, radio and telecommunications 
terminal equipment and the legislative framework on emissions in the automobile sector 
(2012 - 2015). I also plan to speed up the establishment of inter-operable standards, improve 
confidence in the European standardisation system and to submit to you a "standardisation 
package" to increase confidence in the system and contribute to innovation, whilst protecting 
the interests of SMEs.

I fully intend to pursue the objectives of REACH: protecting human health and the 
environment, competitiveness and innovation. The successful implementation of REACH is 
my priority, and 2010 will be a critical year, with the first deadlines for the registration of 
substances. I am also aware of the importance of the REACH review planned for 2012 and 
will work closely with the Commissioner for the Environment in this matter.
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I am aware of the difficulties encountered by business – in particular SMEs – in the operation 
of the substance information exchange forums (SIEFs). The latter is the responsibility of 
industry. The Commission, the European Chemicals Agency (ECA) and the industry 
associations will, however, do all in their power to help businesses to overcome any 
difficulties they encounter in the preparation of the registration files. 

The European Parliament has rightly stated that nano-materials must be covered by a different 
set of rules because of the almost unlimited range of applications for nanotechnologies in 
various sectors with their own specific features. The Commission will be presenting a report 
on the action undertaken in 2011. I will make sure that each of the Commission's legislative 
proposals takes nano-materials into consideration, in accordance with Parliament's request. 

It goes without saying that I am counting on the advice and support of the European 
Parliament to achieve in a spirit of collaboration all the points mentioned above.


