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BRIEF PRESENTATION OF SPEAKERS' CURRICULA VITAE

Dr. Peter KOTAL
 Managing Director QTH Innovation Europe, ARKO Consult

 Enthusiastic entrepreneur and promoter of “open innovation” focused on:
(i) technology development and commercialization
(ii) fostering productive public/private partnerships
(iii)innovation platform design
(iv) strategy design and deployment

 Managing director and cofounder of ARCO-consult and QTH Innovation Europe

 Founder of several start ups dedicated to innovation in life sciences

 International executive with 15 years global business experience at the leading 
international innovation-driven company

 20 years international academic experience in research as principal investigator

 Natural team builder and leader of multi-discipline, multi-national and ethnically 
diverse teams and organizations 

 Published more then 50 scientific papers in peer reviewed journals, author of 3 
patents

 PhD in biochemistry and Doctor of Science (DSc) in biology 

Dr. Kotal has Czech nationality, lives outside Geneva with family and is a passionate 
participant in endurance sports
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Prof. Dr.-Ing. Reinhold E. Achatz

Corporate Vice President, Siemens AG Corporate Technology, 
Head of Siemens Corporate Research and Technologies,

Head of Siemens Corporate Development Center

Reinhold Achatz is Corporate Vice President of Siemens AG. In this function, he has been 
head of Corporate Research and Technologies, since Oct. 2006. He is responsible for the 
global research activities of Siemens in the area of Electronics, Energy & Environment,
Information & Automation, Materials & Hardware Design, Processes & Production, 
Communication Technologies, Software & Systems Engineering, SMART Innovation and 
Sustainable Solutions with over 2,200 employees, who are located in Austria, China, 
Germany, India, Japan, Russia, Singapore, United Kingdom and US.
In addition, Prof. Achatz has been head of the Corporate Development Center, since April 
2009. He is driving the integration of the product development process covering the whole 
product life cycle with the expertise of 2,600 software engineers worldwide, the majority of 
whom are from India and Central Eastern Europe.

Reinhold Achatz holds a degree in Electrical Engineering (Dipl. Ing.), from the University of 
Erlangen- Nuremberg (1979) and a Ph.D. in Information Technology in Mechanical 
Engineering (Dr. Ing.), from the Technical University of Munich (2009). In 2010, he was 
awarded advisory professorship from the Tsingua University in Beijing, China.
Prof. Achatz joined Siemens AG Automation, in 1980, as a software engineer. He held 
numerous management positions, including head of development for industrial automation 
systems (SIMATIC) before being named division president for the Automation & Drive 
Systems and Software Division, in 1998 (in addition to his development position). In 2000, he 
joined Siemens Energy and Automation (SE&A) as vice president and served as a member of 
the Executive Committee. Based in Atlanta, Georgia, he was responsible for Siemens’ US 
industrial automation and software business. In 2002, he was appointed vice president for 
Software and Engineering at Siemens Corporate Technology, in Munich and was responsible 
for software and engineering strategy and for the worldwide Software Initiative (SWI).
Prof. Achatz is a member of the Siemens Steering Committee Innovation. He has been 
honored as a “Siemens Top Innovator” for his outstanding innovations in software-based 
components for set-up, operations and execution accuracy of machine tools.

Membership of external organizations and institutes:
• Board member and vice president of the Open Connectivity (OPC) Foundation.
• Board member and chairman of the Networked European Software and Service 
Initiative (NESSI) platform.
• Member of the Fraunhofer Institute’s Board of Trustees on Experimental Software 
Engineering (IESE), in Kaiserslautern, Germany.
• Siemens Ambassador for the Technical University Kaiserslautern, the University of 
Saarland located in Saarbrücken, and the Johannes Kepler University in Linz, Austria.
• Vice Chairman of Münchner Kreis, Supranational Association for Communications 
Research.
• Member of the European Research Area Board (ERAB).
• Member of the Board of the Committee for Research, Innovation and Technology of 
the German
Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie e.V. (BDI).
• Chair of the Research and Development Executive Working Group for the German 
Zentralverband Elektrotechnik- und Elektronikindustrie e.V. (ZVEI).
• Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Bavarian Research Endowment
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Marc Schublin

Head of Mandate Management, Product Development & Incubation, European 
Investment Fund 

Work experience:

2008-present:  Director of MMPDI (Mandate Management, Product Development and 
Incubation): relations with main resource providers (EIB, Commission) and 
implementation of new products and mandates (Guarantees, VC, 
Microfinance, Tech Transfer)

2005-2008:  Director of “JEREMIE” (Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium 
Enterprises): management of Structural Funds resources devoted to financial 
engineering. Preparation and implementation of the initiative.

2000-2005:  Head of Coordination and Advisory Services, European Investment Fund (on 
secondment from EIB since EIF Reform of 2000):
 EIF Strategy and business development 
 Relations with the Commission and EIB
 EIF Corporate Operational Plan, Institutional issues, Board
 Responsibility of newly created “Advisory services”

1998-2000: Senior Coordination Officer, European Investment Bank (EIB), Directorate 
for lending operations in the EU

1994-1998: Deputy Head of the EIB Brussels Office (Liaison Office with EU)

1988-1994: Senior Loan Officer, EIB, Directorate for lending operations outside of the 
EU, Mediterranean Department: in charge of operations in Tunisia, Cyprus 
and Morocco

1985-1988:  EIB Secretariat General: Secretary of the Management Committee. 

1982-1985: Ministry of Finance, Paris: seconded to the Prime Minister’s Office in charge 
of inter-ministerial coordination on EC Affairs (SGCI): responsible for 
Economic and EC Budget issues.

Education :

Institut d’Etudes Politiques, master in History 

Languages :

French (mother tongue), English and German

Others :

Teaching activity at Institut d’études politiques (Strasbourg)
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Dr. Petri VASARA

Head of Global Consulting Practice in Innovation, Pöyry Management Consulting Oy

Dr. Petri Vasara is a consultant and expert in innovation. He heads the global business 
practice “New Technologies and Innovation” at Pöyry Group (www.poyry.com ), which is the 
largest Finnish knowledge industry company, with 7000 people in 45 countries, and an 
integral part of the Finnish innovation system.

Dr Vasara has worked intensely with companies, organisations and governmental bodies from 
North America to Asia on innovation, from identifying promising areas to creating actual 
innovations and the networks to build them. 

In his native Finland, Dr. Vasara holds positions in Boards and Advisory Boards of 
universities and research organisations in areas ranging from ICT to chemistry and 
biorefineries. He has been involved with Finnish innovation system building throughout his 
career. 

In the last two years, innovations in the actually surprisingy synergetic areas of and ICT and 
biobased materials and chemicals have been highest on Dr. Vasara’s agenda."
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Dr. Burton Lee

Lecturer, European Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Stanford School of Engineering; 
Managing Director, Innovarium Ventures

Based in Silicon Valley, Burton Lee leads Stanford’s European Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation program in the School of Engineering, where he has successfully developed 
partnerships with European national and regional governments and industry in Italy, Finland, 
Denmark, Norway, Ireland, France, Spain, Romania and Estonia. Dr. Lee also serves as 
Managing Director of Innovarium Ventures, a financial, technical and strategic advisory 
services firm based in Silicon Valley with technology startup, angel investor, investment 
fund, corporate and national and regional government clients in Europe, Latin America and 
the USA.  During 2009-2010, he served as the sole non-Irish member of Ireland’s national 
Innovation Taskforce, appointed by Prime Minister Brian Cowen. 

Burton’s professional history encompasses 15+ years entrepreneurial, investment and senior 
executive leadership and advisory experience in venture-backed technology startup 
companies; venture capital and private equity funds; angel investor networks; global 
technology corporations (Daimler, HP and General Electric); federal S&T agencies (NSF, 
NIH and NASA); the European Commission; research universities, and national and regional 
governments. He is a researcher and frequent conference speaker and media commentator on 
the US and European entrepreneurship, innovation policy, regional economic development, 
venture finance, university commercialization, innovation ecosystems, social media and 
product design scenes. 

Dr. Lee holds a PhD in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering from Stanford, and an MBA in 
Finance and Entrepreneurship (Cornell).


