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Factsheet
On Metrology and EURAMET
 Metrology is the science and application of measurement. A fundamental contribution of 

metrology organisations is the traceability chain to the highest measurement standards 
which ensures trust in all measurement results.

 Worldwide five regional metrology organisations (RMOs) maintain the traceability chain 
to standard units with permanent comparisons as firstly agreed upon in 1875! 

 National metrology institutions and designated institutes from 37 European countries 
founded EURAMET e.V. with the first European metrology research programme in 2007.

The running European Metrology Research Programme (EMRP)
 In its seven years duration, the EMRP will fund more than 120 research projects (EUR 

340 Mio.) and approx. 330 researcher grants in areas as:

 Metrology for health improves health care (e.g. by earlier detection of diseases) and 
patient protection (e.g. from radiation), and fosters the competitiveness of related 
European industries and services. 

 Metrology for energy supports the successful implementation of a Smart Electrical Grid in 
Europe or improves efficiency in traditional power plants with a considerable impact on 
reducing energy consumption and reduction of emissions. 

 Metrology for the environment encompasses space-based measurements consistent to 
allow comparison with data gathered from other sources. Salinity measurements allow 
scientists to better understand the ocean´s circulation patterns. 

The new European Metrology Programme for Innovation and Research (EMPIR)
 The research programmes have ever increased cooperation among European countries. 28 

countries will participate in EMPIR, thereof 23 EU member states and 5 non-EU states. 

 Addressed themes comprise fundamental research, grand challenges in energy, 
environment, and health, industry and innovation, standardisation and capacity building. 

 EMPIR aims to increase industrial uptake and improve standardisation and underpins a 
sustainable and integrated European metrology landscape. 

 EMPIR is proposed with a budget of EUR 600 million. From the EC´s contribution, EUR 
90 million (30 % of the EC´s contribution) is reserved to non-metrology institutions. 
Member states will pay and take over the programme implementation (with a EUR 30 
million cash payment). 

Please contact the EURAMET Chairperson, Dr. Kamal Hossain, National Physical 
Laboratory (NPL), United Kingdom at phone: +44 20 8943 6024 or e-mail: 
chairperson@euramet.org for more information or visit the EURAMET website at 
www.euramet.org.


