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TEXT: 

The European Parliament follows closely Union policies concerning SMEs and micro-enterprises and has 

backed the Commission in its efforts to reduce the administrative burdens of EU legislation, particularly on 

SMEs. The “TOP-TEN” exercise is a useful effort in that it offers SMEs the opportunity to voice their 

opinion on what constitutes their biggest hurdles in EU legislation. However, Parliament has repeatedly 

expressed its concerns that SMEs have not, as yet, managed to tap into the potential of the single market and 

only 25% of SMEs export within the EU27. 

In view of the above Parliament requests the following clarifications: 

1. What is Commission doing to ensure that SMEs have greater involvement in intra-EU cross-border 

trade and in external trade with third countries? 

 

2. What is the Commission doing to remove the culture of gold-plating of EU legislation by Member 

States at national level? Is there any assessment on the impact that national implementation of EU 

legislation has on SMEs? 

 

3. Can the Commission explain in detail why responses from SMEs coming from certain countries were 

much higher than others? Was there any lack of awareness in certain Member States or other factors 

that might have distorted the feedback collected? 

4. Is the Commission considering developing a web-based application by which the administration 

indicates whether and to what extent SMEs are affected by upcoming proposals? 
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