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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the overall direction of the Draft Budget 2011, which reflects current social 
and economic challenges and aims to turn the Union into a smart, sustainable and 
inclusive knowledge-based economy;

2. Stresses that one of the major objectives for 2011 will be to maintain, stimulate and secure 
the financing of research and technological development in the Union through appropriate 
funding of 7th Framework Programme, which will be the key contributor to the EU2020 
strategy;

3. Considers, that under subheading 1a, a number of issues are emerging, particularly the 
financing of ITER, for which the exact additional financial sources still need to be 
determined;

4. Recalls that the Lisbon Treaty´s profound extension of EU competences (for example in 
fields of space policy or innovation policy) and the strengthening of a number of existing 
policies will clearly need a budgetary cover;

5. Recalls that the strenghtening of a number of defined policies at EU level, including 
promotion of scientific, technological and digital advance, supporting innovative
technologies and sustainable development, as well as helping innovative SMEs, as well as 
standing for intelligent energy policies and for the development of energy infrastructures, 
and complying with our previous commitments from the EU enlargement  will logically
imply additional financial capacity for the Union;

6. Considers, that more budgetary flexibility is urgently needed to support new flagship 
initiatives, such as the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan), in order 
to cope with their potential financial impact;

7. Is deeply concerned, that the potential amounts at stake remarkably exceed amounts that 
are expected to remain unspent or uncommitted under the current ceiling of subheading 1a
and there are currently no additional financial means to fund new initiatives without 
severely undermining important existing programmes;

8. Calls on the Commission to make proposals to cope with the potential budgetary impact 
of new developments, mainly by finding the most appropriate, available and sustainable 
means, as soon as the extent of budgetary impact has been sufficiently clarified.


