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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

The European Parliament,

- having regard to Title V of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), in particular Articles 21, 
42, 45 and 46 thereof, and Articles 173, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 
189, 190 and 352 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and its 
Protocol No 10 (new),

- having regard to Directive 2009/81/EC on the coordination of procedures for the award of 
certain works contracts, supply contracts and service contracts by contracting authorities or 
entities in the fields of defence and security,

- having regard to its resolutions of 10 April 2002 on European defence industries and 
14 December 2011 on the impact of the financial crisis on the defence sector, 

- having regard to the Communication from the Commission of 24 July 2013 entitled 
‘Towards a more competitive and efficient defence and security sector’ (COM(2013)0542), 
the relevant Council positions, in particular its declaration on strengthening security and 
defence capabilities, various European Council conclusions, in particular those of 13 and 14 
December 2012 on the Common Security and Defence Policy,

- having regard to the proposal by President Herman Van Rompuy to hold a specific European 
Council meeting on security and defence issues on 19 and 20 December 2013,

- having regard to Rules 48 and 50 of its Rules of Procedure,

Introduction

1. Believes that, in the context of a changing world and an unprecedented crisis, Europeans, 
united by a shared destiny, need to be able to defend themselves and should recognise 
their joint strategic responsibility to take action on the international stage, and accordingly 
step up European cooperation with a view to developing world-leading military and 
security capabilities using the most advanced technologies, including those which draw on 
the latest research;

2. Welcomes the proposal by the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, 
to invite Heads of State or Government to lay down guidelines and overarching political 
priorities for the EU in the security and defence field;

Industrial policy
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3. Believes that it is time to put an end to the fragmentation of the defence market as regards 
supply and demand, and rules and standards; 

4. Takes the view that the very specific nature of defence markets should be recognised in 
view of the strict confidentiality requirements which apply and the fact that the number of 
companies supplying the market is limited and demand comes almost exclusively from 
governments;

5. Believes that the defence industry is likewise very specific in nature, given lengthy 
development lead-in times and the need to keep systems operational for several decades, 
the substantial and growing cost of programmes, and the fact that product marketing is 
controlled tightly by Member State governments;

6. Supports the dual-use potential of the products of the security and defence industries, 
particularly in the space, maritime and civil aviation fields;

7. Calls on the European Council to support those industrial and technological bases of the 
defence industry which are necessary for the production of certain equipment for which 
strategic autonomy and operational sovereignty need to be retained, and to promote the 
recognition of industries involved in the defence sector by granting them special status, 
such as that of European economic defence operator,

8. Believes that European economic defence operators benefiting from EU programmes 
should be required to meet criteria relating to jobs and decision-making and production 
sites within the EU, with a view to their protection, and to scientific and technological 
expertise; 

Research and innovation

9. Emphasises the importance of research and innovation in the security and defence sector 
and of the Horizon 2020 research programme;  

10. Supports the Commission and the European Defence Agency (EDA) in their joint efforts 
to ensure that the results of Horizon 2020 research can feed into innovation-related 
research in the defence field, and to optimise synergies between civil and military 
applications; calls, further, for consideration to be given to ways of using public-private 
funding through the creation of joint undertakings, in accordance with Article 187 TFEU;

11. Stresses the need to explore cooperation and pooling opportunities in the research and 
innovation fields at the highest technological level and to ensure that research results in 
the defence field are properly safeguarded, and believes that consideration should be given 
to a possible role for the EDA in this area;   

Space

12. Is convinced that space plays an essential role in the defence and security sector; stresses 
the importance of maintaining a space industry which is innovative and technologically 
advanced; 
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13. Welcomes the creation of European satellite systems such as Galileo and Copernicus; 
stresses that the development of a system of that kind will be a major boost to the space 
industry and affords an opportunity to develop a strong industrial base and 
specifically-European defence technology;

ICT and data security

14. Calls on Member States, industries and the Commission to ensure that IT components and
computer programmes are made in the EU so that they are less vulnerable to cyber 
attacks;

15. Calls on the Commission and Member States to cooperate with one another in order to 
ensure that cyber-security is an integral part of the security and defence sector;

Cooperation to promote interoperability

16. Believes that it is vital to ensure that optimum use can be made of European defence 
equipment in joint operations; 

17. Notes the importance of interoperability and emphasises that standardisation will have a 
positive impact on the competitiveness of the defence industry and the effectiveness of 
equipment;

Technology

18. Believes that the EU defence industry should be the most innovative in the world in both 
military and civilian terms; 

Conclusion

19. Calls on the European Council, without taking on a legislative role, to give the EU the 
impetus it needs and to lay down guidelines and overarching political priorities for 
strengthening the European defence technological and industrial base (EDTIB), which 
will be instrumental in giving the people and citizens of Europe, who are united by a 
shared destiny, a guarantee of peace, and will place Europe in the strongest possible 
position in the world so that it can live by and promote their values.


