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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas climate change is a global phenomenon, and its impacts are unequally distributed 
among the regions of the world; whereas even the socio-economic aspects, costs and 
benefits will be different both in developing countries and more developed countries; 
whereas responses to climate change therefore have to integrate adaptation measures 
along with strategies to ensure an effective path towards sustainable development through 
clear and comprehensive action plans in all relevant sectors,

B. whereas mitigation of the causes of climate change, on the one hand, and adaptation 
measures to limit its impacts, on the other, cannot always be separated; whereas recent 
EU legislative initiatives on labelling of tyres, energy labelling and on energy 
performance of buildings as part of the energy efficiency package play an important role 
in cutting CO2 emissions, and also have to be integrated in future interventions for new 
energetic patterns at EU level,

C. whereas climate change will inevitably have an impact on both energy supply and 
demand; whereas weather conditions such as heavy rainfalls, increasing temperatures, 
heat waves, droughts, severe storms, floods and fires can cause significant interruptions 
and damage to energy supply infrastructure, therefore directly affecting energy 
production and transport and distribution to final users,

D. whereas the diversification of energy sources as well as energy suppliers is an important 
instrument in guaranteeing equal access to and adequate supply of energy, complying at 
the same time with the EU objective of enhancing the use of energy from renewable 
sources and reducing CO2 emissions,

E. whereas the Commission and the Member States should integrate adaptation measures 
when implementing and modifying existing and forthcoming legislation, policies and 
programmes,

1. Recognises that extreme climate phenomena together with the expected rise in sea-levels 
and higher variations of rainfall calls for adaptation measures even within the existing 
infrastructure systems which will generate high costs, but are nevertheless affordable as 
they are much lower than the costs of inaction over the medium to long term; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to provide in a dedicated national action plan, 
information on those costs and their distribution;  

2. Notes that, in order to prevent catastrophes, new measures are necessary in all industrial 
sectors such as increased security and energy-use or energy-production checks which 
extend existing harmonised standards for construction, such as Eurocodes for approving 
the use of buildings, including industrial buildings, that have to comply with Directive 
85/337/EEC, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC, and Directive 2001/42/EC concerning 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
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(SEA);

3. Stresses that measures concerning energy supply and access to energy have to be defined 
in a context of solidarity among Member States and that the EU should contribute to a 
global policy shift towards energy efficiency and ensure renewable energy sources in 
accordance with the timetable set out in Directive 2009/28/EC, calls on the Member 
States to provide by 30 June 2010 their national action plans according to the models and 
parameters laid down by the EU;  

4. Points out that the EU and the Member States should clarify the amount of their financial 
contribution to technology cooperation with partners, in order to enhance both private and 
public investments in particular in relation to their forthcoming Energy Efficiency 
National Action Plan and National Renewable Energy Action Plan and welcomes the 
Commission Communication pledging the essential increase in funds for energy research, 
in order to develop a sustainable energy economy;

5. Acknowledges that ongoing climate change has a substantial impact on economic 
development, and could create risks of major disruption to economic and social activities; 
considers that economic adaptation measures, including a shift towards more sustainable 
industrial production, require at the same time sufficient funds to be made available for 
adaptation and mitigation measures and that these measures must not be restricted to the 
use of ETS revenues, but need additional innovative funds both from public and private 
sources; 

6. Considers that (also in relation to adaptation decisions) impacts on one sector will often 
have implications for other sectors, and therefore calls on the Commission to take into 
account these interactions in implementing adaptation measures;

7. Calls on the Commission to consider the reinforcement of public funds devoted to 
international cooperation in the forthcoming 8th Framework Programme (FP8), both with 

a. developed countries, to increase the spread of renewable technologies,

b. developing countries, to support their fight against climate change affecting the most 
vulnerable regions in their countries;

8. Underlines that the necessary financial resources for R&D concerning climate change 
have to be increased, along with the Commission initiative to be established with 
Member States for an integrated and worldwide shared environmental information system 
in order to improve the availability of data on changes in the environment; since also 
other measures have to be taken into account such as considerable reinforcement of 
financing for mitigation and adaptation related to R&D projects and programmes;

9. Stresses in this context the great importance of initiatives at the local level to actively 
participate in the fight against climate change and points out the important role of 
exchange of information on good practices and appropriate information campaigns, in 
coordination with the more extensive initiatives undertaken by national authorities and by 
the EU.


