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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on the Commission to integrate the WTO principles (transparency, openness, 
impartiality, consensus, efficiency, relevance and consistency) in the legal framework of 
European standardisation;

2. Welcomes efforts by the European Standards Organisations (ESOs) to include all 
stakeholders;

3. Acknowledges the important role played by stakeholder organisations pursuing interests 
of the public good such as ANEC, ECOS and ETUI-REHS, as well as the essential role 
played by NORMAPME, and calls on the Commission to earmark some of the financing 
allocated to ESOs for Commission-mandated standards to these organisations particularly 
for standards within their remit;

4. Calls for each of these stakeholder organisations to be given a single vote when it comes 
to the formal approval of European Standards;

5. Acknowledges that the complexity and cost of standards can represent an obstacle to 
SMEs;

6. Calls on the national standards bodies (NSBs) to provide SMEs with bundles of standards 
for reduced fees and to provide online abstracts of standards free of charge;

7. Calls on the NSBs to simplify standards by reducing the number of references to other 
standards and providing user-friendly guidelines;

8. Calls on the Commission to develop technology-watch activities so as to identify future 
R&D output that could benefit from standardisation;

9. Requests the Commission to place particular emphasis on standards in its Research 
Framework and Competitiveness and Innovation Framework programmes;

10. Calls on the Commission to coordinate its standardisation activities with our international 
partners, particularly the United States.


