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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses that the Commission’s Impact Assessment Board (IAB) should be independent 
from the European Commission consisting of independent non-executive members 
accountable to, and appointed by, the European Parliament;

2. Believes that the IAB should be in a position to verify the cost calculations of the impact 
assessment (IA) and establish independent cost calculations with the assistance of 
independent experts where necessary;

3. Believes that IAs should be carried out systematically for any legislative proposal and 
calls on the Commission, for the exceptional cases in which no IA can be carried out, to 
always provide a reasoned justification why an IA is not performed;

4. Advocates that every IA include a consideration of policy alternatives and urges the 
Commission to set up a mechanism to ensure greater inter-institutional cooperation;

5. Stresses that IAs should be updated during the policy-making cycle, in particular to take 
account of substantive changes to the initial legislative proposal put forward by the 
Commission, and that the update be available prior to the final vote in Parliament;

6. Stresses that the administrative burden of new legislation to be imposed on business and 
public administration should be a key element assessed by IAs, and administrative and 
compliance costs should if possible be quantified; urges that the effects of new regulation 
on industry be thoroughly assessed and that the SME test be consistently applied to 
evaluate the impact of new regulation on SMEs in particular;

7. Considers that the methodology for the IAB’s impact assessment process should be 
regularly evaluated by an independent body such as the Court of Auditors; urges that ex-
post evaluations be carried out to show whether the policy has been effective and to 
optimise the methodology for IAs.


