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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that cohesion policy is a fundamental instrument with which to attain the 20-20-
20 goal by 2020 and establish a coherent strategy for a European economy  with, in the 
long and medium term, maximum energy efficiency and low CO2 emissions; is aware that 
investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy projects is not moving ahead as 
expected; 

2. Asks the Commission to identify the obstacles preventing a higher percentage of these 
funds from being used in the energy sphere and to present additional measures remedying
this situation;

3. In the light of the review of cohesion policy and the EU financial perspective, asks the 
Commission to ensure that energy saving is automatically included as a condition when 
granting structural and cohesion funds and to earmark an increased proportion of funds to 
energy efficiency and decentralised renewable energy projects;

4. Recognises that many social and economic benefits are to be gained from the effective use 
of resources, particularly the creation of jobs which are not vulnerable to relocation, in 
both rural and urban areas, notably in the case of SMEs;

5. Highlights the important role of ICTs in encouraging efficient energy use and the social, 
economic and territorial cohesion of the EU;

6. Observes the unequal development of investment in the digital economy; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to raise their level of support for ICTs, encouraging 
innovation, and to redouble efforts to stimulate investment in new, open and competitive
high-speed networks to make internet access universally available and thereby narrow the 
digital divide among European citizens.


