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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the achievements of the EU-GCC Joint Action Programme and the Free Trade 
Agreement, in particular in areas of mutual interest in the fields of industry, energy, 
research, education, science and technology, ICT, investment and climate action;

ENERGY

2. Commends the work carried out by the EU-GCC Energy Expert Group, in particular on 
natural gas, energy efficiency and nuclear safety;

3. Acknowledges that fossil fuels continue to meet most of the EU’s energy needs; notes 
however that EU oil demand is affected by several factors such as EU energy and climate 
policies, supply costs, price volatility and industrial developments, which combine to 
create long-standing uncertainties about future demand and upstream/downstream 
investment to expand production capacity and maintain current standards;

4. Calls for greater transparency in oil and gas data on the future demand and supply 
scenario for mutual interests in predictable oil markets; welcomes therefore the 
importance of the Joint Oil Data Initiative;

5. Recognises that the GCC’s efforts to increase potential in natural gas reserves and LNG 
accord with the EU’s desire to diversify energy sources and routes; stresses therefore the 
importance of increasing LNG exports to the EU and establishing pipeline links with the
GCC, either directly or by connecting up with current and planned pipelines such as AGP 
and Nabucco;

6. Recognises that the potential synergies in renewable energy sources (solar and wind) and 
new clean coal technologies offer considerable prospects for technological, industrial and 
policy cooperation between the EU and the GCC;

7. Emphasises that the EU has opportunities to invest in GCC energy production capacity, 
using the latest technologies in terms of generation, transmission and interconnection;

INDUSTRY & RAW MATERIALS

8. Stresses the importance of a reliable partnership between the EU and the GCC in the use 
of, and access to, raw materials; favours open markets for goods and the abolition of non-
tariff barriers; welcomes all efforts already made in free trade negotiations to ensure a
secure and sustainable supply of raw materials;

R&D AND INNOVATION

9. Highlights the importance of deepening cooperation with the GCC on research and
technology programmes, with special focus on new knowledge-based industries in areas 
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such as renewable sources, CCS, oil and gas derivatives and energy efficiency;

10. Reiterates the need to provide better information on the existence of EU exchange 
programmes such as Erasmus Mundus to GCC students and professors; encourages 
therefore participation by GCC students and professors in existing EU exchange 
programmes in order to deepen the cultural dialogue and to promote common 
understanding;

EU REPRESENTATION IN THE GCC COUNTRIES

11. Calls for improvements in the work on EU visibility carried out by the single delegation 
covering the 6 Gulf countries; advocates therefore the establishment of 5 new delegations 
in the remaining countries and the opening of 5 new offices.


