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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recognises the creative and cultural industries (CCIs), which account for 5 million jobs 
and 2.6% of EU GDP, as one of the main drivers for growth in the EU;

2. Emphasises the importance of the swift implementation and success of the Digital Agenda 
initiative in order to enable CCIs to benefit fully from the opportunities created by 
far-reaching, high-speed broadband and by new wireless technologies;

3. Calls on the Commission, in the context of the Digital Agenda, to assist CCIs in their 
search for competitive and innovative online business models based on cofinancing and 
shared risks between CCIs and intermediaries;

4. Emphasises that intellectual property rights are a fundamental asset for creative 
companies, an incentive for individual creativity and investment in creation; calls, 
therefore, for schemes to help CCIs adapt to the digital shift via new online services based 
on new forms of rights management promoting authors’ rights; 

5. Stresses the urgent need for funding initiatives for creative businesses, points out that,
given the nature of CCIs, venture capital/private equity/business angel/mezzanine-type 
investments are the most relevant forms of financing, and suggests using the framework of 
the ECIA (European Creative Industries Alliance) to provide a platform for access to 
information and advice on investment readiness and long-term business strategies; 

6. Stresses the need for a more advantageous fiscal and investment climate, which would 
involve reconsidering current VAT rules (including the huge divergence between online 
and offline rates) and a widening of the scope of current tax shelter schemes.


