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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on the Commission to ensure the product standards are a condition sine qua non of 
European internal competition, recognising that product standards are a key tool for high-
quality goods and services for consumer and enterprises, which can use innovative and 
internationally recognised standards;

2. Notes the need to improve the mutual evaluation process of the Services Directive in 
order to streamline the functioning of the single market; believes that existing 
unnecessary bureaucratic burdens for the Member States’ administrations at national, 
regional and local level, prevent the implementation of general rules for all the Members 
States;

3. Considers that the development of electronic commerce in the internal market has to
focus on problems faced by consumers in the digital economy and on the safeguard of 
equal opportunities for recipients of services who have different nationality or place of 
residence; underlines the need to set up a regulatory framework for promoting consumers' 
protection in the electronic commerce sector;

4. Believes that, in order to achieve the EU's climate and energy objectives, a new fiscal 
approach is necessary, by lowering the minimum duty rates on CO2 emissions and on 
energy content; asks therefore that the Commission ensure an appropriate balance 
between the taxation of energy and the EU's greenhouse gas emission quotas trading 
scheme, avoiding overlaps between the two systems;

5. Points out to the need for energy efficiency plans to significantly increase energy savings, 
and will closely monitor the implementation of the directives on eco-labelling, ecodesign, 
transports and infrastructures, in order to ensure a common European framework 
approach; 

6. Welcomes the proposal to amend the Small Business Act in order to closely link it with 
the 2020 Strategy, but regrets that the SME's role is not highlighted enough;

7. Highlights the need for the EU to achieve a stronger autonomy in energy supply and calls 
on the Commission to diversify energy routes by applying a regional approach, namely in 
the Mediterranean countries. Furthermore, asks the Commission to improve the 
integration of renewable energies and underlines the need of smart grids to become more 
efficient; is also of the opinion that issuing permits must become more efficient and 
transparent;

8. Emphasises the need for a stronger coordination and harmonisation of the use of the 
European Radio Spectrum; defends the need to take into account economic, safety and 
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public health interests; is of the opinion that the management of frequency must promote 
media pluralism.


