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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgetary 
Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

A. whereas during the accession negotiations the Lithuanian, Slovak and Bulgarian 
governments committed themselves, as part of their Accession Treaties, to close nuclear 
reactors which could not be economically upgraded to the required level of safety,

B. whereas the decommissioning of nuclear facilities and the management of their waste is a 
technically complex operation requiring substantial financial resources and involving 
environmental, technical, social and financial responsibilities,

1. Notes that the polluter-pays principle should be applied to the financing of 
decommissioning operations and that nuclear operators should ensure that adequate 
financial resources to cover future decommissioning costs are set aside during the 
productive life of nuclear installations;

2. Notes that decommissioning operations can pose risks to public health and the 
environment if the necessary measures are not taken in time and that sufficient financial 
resources should therefore be made available at the appropriate time to ensure that the
decommissioning of nuclear installations is carried out in conformity with safety 
standards;

3. Recognises the importance of sound and transparent management of financial resources,
with appropriate external supervision, to ensure fair competition on the energy market;

4. Notes that decommissioning has a direct impact on the energy resources (and their prices) 
of the Member States concerned; believes that the development of alternative and 
competitive energy resources should be promoted and due consideration should be given 
to establishing compensation mechanisms to cover the costs of decommissioning;

5. Calls on the Commission to explore possible ways to harmonise approaches to the funding 
of decommissioning in the EU, taking into account the various strategies employed by the 
Member States, without compromising the safety and security of the decommissioning 
process.


