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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that Europe needs a stronger and more competitive agricultural sector in order to 
secure the quality and safety of food for European consumers and in order to meet the 
future challenges involved in creating jobs and economic growth and securing the 
environment; 

2. Recognises the role of the agricultural sector in delivering environmental public goods; 
furthermore, believes that there is a significant and unexploited potential of agriculture as a 
green energy provider; believes that the reform of the CAP should be geared to unlocking
the full potential of agriculture as a provider of environmental public goods and green 
energy;

3. Believes that investments in innovation and development of new solutions and modes of 
production are needed under the second pillar in order to create incentives for farmers to 
engage in energy production;

4. Suggests that farmers should be entitled to the greening component if they provide three
environmental public goods chosen from a list of 10 environmental public goods that are 
relevant in all Member States;

5. Underlines that the greening component should be mandatory for Member States to 
implement, but an opt-in for farmers; observes that, by making the greening component 
part of the first pillar, hence part of direct payments, it will be linked to greening and 
environmental initiatives and provide farmers with a real economic incentive for greener 
modes of production;

6. In addition stresses that the greening component must not lead to increased bureaucracy for 
European farmers: a simple and logical system is needed, and monitoring of fulfilment of 
the greening component should therefore be included in the existing monitoring 
mechanisms;

7. Stresses that the greening component must take the different starting points of the Member 
States into account to ensure that all farmers will have equal opportunities of receiving the 
greening component, which means that it should be permitted for greening elements 
already initiated to be taken into account;

8. Underlines that the environmental initiatives in the first pillar should be European in 
nature, and complement the environmental measures in the second pillar, which focus on 
national, regional, and local priorities and specificities; believes that the greening 
component must be a part of the direct payments in the first pillar to ensure that it 
incentivises farmers' environmental commitments and to secure equal implementation 
across Member States. 


