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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of resource efficiency to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 
strategy; underlines the fact that decoupling economic growth from resource consumption 
is essential to improve Europe’s industrial competitiveness and reduce its relative 
dependence on imported resources;

2. Points out that the success of resource efficiency policy greatly depends on its being 
consistent with all relevant internal and external EU policies and on the political 
commitment of Member States to implementing it; urges the Commission to come 
forward with clear targets to ensure that the flagship proposal will be successful;

3. Supports the Commission’s idea of shifting taxation away from labour towards resource 
consumption; welcomes the intention to encourage Member States to phase out 
environmentally harmful subsidies (EHS);

4. Highlights the fact that boosting resource efficiency requires a profound change in 
consumption and production patterns, achievable through new solutions for smart resource 
management; calls, therefore, for investment in product design, resource recycling and 
waste management, substitution and re-use;

5. Believes that a greater effort should be made to develop existing mineral, metal and 
forestry resources in Europe; stresses northern Europe’s potential to contribute to EU raw 
material needs and calls for the strategic and environmentally sound development and 
management of its resources;

6. Highlights the increased global competition for resources and ‘technology metals’; 
stresses that European ‘green leadership’ globally and the ‘green jobs’ potential in the EU 
are highly dependent on a secure supply of these imported resources; calls for an EU trade 
policy based on transparency, reciprocity and respect for democracy, the environment and 
sustainable development in exporting countries;


