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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s plans to review the SGEI State aid rules with the objective 
of unlocking the potential of such services for economic recovery; recalls the potential of 
the industries that are defined in Member States as SGEI and their importance not only for 
the competitiveness of Europe but also as potentially emerging, globally competitive 
industries, realised first and foremost by a competition-based market for such services, as 
proven, for example, by the telecom sector;

2. Emphasises from this perspective, in the interests of consumers, the importance of cross-
border competition, new actors and investments, and new business ideas;

3. Recalls that the reform’s overriding ambition should be to secure high-quality services 
and affordable prices for citizens; is convinced that this ambition can be achieved, without 
limiting the opportunities for growth and competition, by State aid financing such services 
when appropriate, and not the providers;

4. Recalls the substantial investment needed to upgrade infrastructure, in particular in the 
areas of energy and telecommunications, in order to enable the provision of future smart
energy or broadband services; believes that future State aid rules must be designed in a 
way that incentivises private investment in new infrastructure without limiting 
competition and access to such infrastructure;

5. Acknowledges the need for a clearer distinction between economic and non-economic 
activities under the State aid rules but warns against the introduction of an EU-harmonised 
framework or definition as this would not only restrict the autonomy of local entities but 
would also hinder innovation and new business models, which are often introduced by 
SMEs;


