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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Points out that the ongoing fiscal consolidation across the EU may lead to substantial 
programme cuts, shrinkages or delays for almost all Member States, which could 
adversely affect the European defence industry;

2. Underlines that the European defence industry is characterised by varying national 
policies, which could further aggravate the adverse effects on the industry; stresses 
therefore that the competitiveness and resilience of the defence industry need to be 
increased to minimise the adverse effects;

3. Notes that the absence of a common defence industrial policy has led to a deeper 
fragmentation of the defence market in terms of demand, regulations, standards and 
supply; recognises that a common defence industrial policy makes sense economically, 
but also threatens to undermine the sovereignty of the individual state; believes therefore 
that European defence industrial policy should promote multidimensional cooperation for 
the benefit of the EU, outlining the main industrial objectives, mapping the comparative 
advantages and strategic industrial sectors and emphasising the role of the EDA and 
NATO bodies in supporting cooperation among Member States;

4. Welcomes the directives on procurement and transfers, which aim to increase 
competition and facilitate the circulation of defence-related products; encourages, based 
on pooling and sharing initiatives, greater consolidation of demand through joint R&T 
projects or through bundling demand for shared capabilities taking into account the 
concerns of the defence industry; notes that on the supply side, less competitive 
companies that cannot implement an export-led growth strategy should pursue portfolio 
diversification, although some degree of supply consolidation is unavoidable.


