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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that in 2011 the number of companies looking to invest in Europe rose 
by 5%, even though the average number of new jobs created per investment project has 
remained flat;

2. Stresses the need to harmonise and simplify regulations and fiscal and tax conditions to 
guarantee free and fair competition and patent protection and to simplify investors’ access 
to the EU market;

3. Believes that the EU’s future attractiveness relies on maintaining its reputation for quality, 
specialisation and a skilled workforce, while reducing business costs;

4. Insists, in order to attract more investment, on the need for the EU to:

a) become a leader in new kinds of economic technology, such as sustainable and digital 
economies, key enabling technologies and renewable energy,

b) invest in and support innovative businesses in becoming commercially successful,

c) launch urban infrastructure projects, including digital infrastructure, in all EU regions 
and innovative business parks with incubation units to guarantee technology and 
knowledge transfer, especially for SMEs and young entrepreneurs, fostering synergies 
between research, education and innovation,

d) secure a reliable provision of energy and non-energetic raw materials in order to foster 
the EU as an attractive manufacturing base;

5. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal for a programme focusing on the competitiveness 
of SMEs, but reiterates that the EU should simplify access to finance for SMEs, for 
example by structuring an effective EU venture capital system and by enhancing the role 
of private equity firms in financing long-term corporate growth.


