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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Health for Growth Programme arises at a time of great challenges, linked with 
globalisation and the fragile economic situation, which is having a particular impact on the 
European Union. In the context of the 2020 Strategy and new financial perspectives for the 
2014-2020 period, the Commission is launching Health for Growth as a means of promoting 
innovation in healthcare, achieving more sustainable healthcare systems, improving the health 
of EU citizens and protecting them from cross-border health threats. With this programme, 
the Commission is complementing existing initiatives to build a dynamic and competitive EU 
economy. Health is thus perceived, in economic terms, as an essential, priority asset: the 
health and wellbeing of Europe's citizens is a solid investment in its future. 

Nevertheless, the Commission's proposal also presents - from the rapporteur's point of view -
numerous opportunities for strengthening the EU's priorities and action in other health-related 
areas. The scope of the Health for Growth Programme could be broadened to include cross-
cutting proposals for action. With this in mind, the rapporteur:

- highlights the need to take advantage of the Health for Growth Programme to promote 
medical research and coordinate it at European level, to ensure that the available 
resources are efficiently used. Development of the European health research field will 
encourage its growth and sustainability;

- calls for more attention to be paid to poverty-related and neglected diseases (PNRD), 
which are responsible for the high mortality rate and deteriorating quality of life of 
millions of people in the developing countries, and are becoming an increasing reality 
in some European countries due to globalisation and migration trends. The EU needs 
to increase its action in this area, while at the same time helping to improve living 
standards in developing countries and boost their economies;

- points out that Health for Growth essentially complements the flagship initiative 'New 
Skills for New Jobs', particularly in terms of white jobs (jobs in the health and social 
services sector). The EU needs to guarantee the necessary resources for providing 
training and life-long learning for workers in this sector, which employs around 20 
million people and presents a sound outlook for growth, mainly due to the aging 
population;

- considers that, with respect to training opportunities for health sector employees, and 
in order to modernise workplace tools and resources, it is important to exploit the 
possibilities offered by new technologies for fully developing the health services' 
potential and improving their effectiveness and efficiency. Advances in technologies 
based on radio-frequency identification (RFID), such as the Internet of Things, are of 
particular interest.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following amendments in its report:
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Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) About 20 million people across the 
EU are employed in "white jobs" in the 
health and social services sector, a figure 
which is expected to increase in the 
coming years due to the aging population. 
Training and life-long learning in this 
sensitive sector should be a key priority. 
Therefore, the need for white jobs and for 
investments in modern skills, such as 
using information technologies, has to be 
assessed more precisely.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To minimise the public health 
consequences of cross-border health threats 
which could range from mass 
contamination caused by chemical 
incidents to pandemics, like those 
unleashed recently by E coli, influenza 
strain H1N1 or SARS (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome), the Programme 
should contribute to the creation and 
maintenance of robust mechanisms and 
tools to detect, assess and manage major 
cross-border health threats.. Due to the 
nature of these threats, the Programme 
should support coordinated public health 
measures at EU level to address different 
aspects, building on preparedness and 
response planning, robust and reliable risk 
assessment and a strong risk and crisis 

(11) To minimise the public health 
consequences of cross-border health threats 
which could range from mass 
contamination caused by chemical 
incidents to pandemics, like those 
unleashed recently by E coli, influenza 
strain H1N1 or SARS (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome) or to poverty-related 
and neglected diseases (PRND), which 
affect alone about 1 billion people 
worldwide and which, through global 
population movements, are an increasing 
reality in some European countries, the 
Programme should contribute to the 
creation and maintenance of robust 
mechanisms and tools to detect, assess and 
manage major cross-border health threats.. 
Due to the nature of these threats, the 
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management framework. In this context, it 
is important that the programme should 
benefit from complementarity with the 
work programme of the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control in the 
fight against communicable diseases and 
the activities supported under the Unions 
programmes for research and innovation. 
Special efforts should be undertaken to 
ensure coherence and synergies between 
the Programme and global health work 
carried out under other Community 
programmes and instruments that address 
in particular the areas of influenza, 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and other cross-
border health threats in third countries.
Action under the programme may also 
cover cross-border threats to health caused 
by biological and chemical incidents, 
environment and climate change. As stated 
in the Commission's Communication "A 
Budget for Europe 2020", the Commission 
has committed to mainstreaming climate 
change into overall Union spending 
programmes and to direct at least 20% of 
the Union budget to climate-related 
objectives. Spending in the Health for 
Growth Programme under objective 4 will 
contribute in a general manner to this 
objective by addressing health threats 
associated to climate change. The 
Commission will provide information on 
climate change expenditure within the 
Health for Growth Programme.

Programme should support coordinated 
public health measures at EU level to 
address different aspects, building on 
preparedness and response planning, robust 
and reliable risk assessment and a strong 
risk and crisis management framework. In 
this context, it is important that the 
programme should benefit from 
complementarity with the work programme 
of the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control in the fight against 
communicable diseases and the activities 
supported under the Unions programmes 
for research and innovation. Special efforts 
should be undertaken to ensure coherence 
and synergies between the Programme and 
global health work carried out under other 
Community programmes and instruments 
that address in particular the areas of 
influenza, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and 
other cross-border health threats in third 
countries. Action under the programme 
may also cover cross-border threats to 
health caused by biological and chemical 
incidents, environment and climate change. 
As stated in the Commission's 
Communication "A Budget for Europe 
2020", the Commission has committed to 
mainstreaming climate change into overall 
Union spending programmes and to direct 
at least 20% of the Union budget to 
climate-related objectives. Spending in the 
Health for Growth Programme under 
objective 4 will contribute in a general 
manner to this objective by addressing 
health threats associated to climate change. 
The Commission will provide information 
on climate change expenditure within the 
Health for Growth Programme.

Or. en
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Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 16 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16a) An efficient and internationally 
competitive European research landscape 
is crucial for sustainability and growth in 
health care. This program should also 
help to ensure that the European research 
landscape is effectively structured, high-
developed, developing synergies and that 
the limited national and European 
resources are utilized efficiently. 
Necessary for this is a science-driven 
process in which a European concept will 
be developed on the basis of national 
activities, taking into account the needs 
and necessities of research and in 
particular of the health system. The 
development of such a concept should be 
supported under this program.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – point 1.2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1.2. Health innovation and e-Health: 
increasing the interoperability of patient 
registers and other e-Health solutions; 
support European cooperation on e-Health, 
notably on registries and uptake by health 
professionals. This will serve the European 
voluntary network on e-Health set up by 
the Directive 2011/24/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council.

1.2. Health innovation and e-Health: 
increasing the interoperability of patient 
registers and other e-Health solutions such 
as the Internet of Things (IoT); support 
European cooperation on e-Health, notably 
on registries and uptake by health 
professionals. This will serve the European 
voluntary network on e-Health set up by 
the Directive 2011/24/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council.

Or. en
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Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – point 1.3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1.3. Health workforce: develop effective 
health workforce forecasting and planning 
in terms of numbers, scope of practice and 
skills, monitor mobility (within the Union) 
and migration of health professionals, 
establish efficient recruitment and retention 
strategies and capacity development.

1.3. Health workforce: develop effective 
health workforce forecasting and planning 
in terms of numbers, scope of practice and 
skills including the ability to make use of 
new information systems and other 
advanced technologies, monitor mobility 
(within the Union) and migration of health 
professionals, establish efficient
recruitment and retention strategies and 
capacity development.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – point 1.4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1.4a European Health research 
landscape: developing science-driven 
concepts for an efficient and competitive 
European research system based on the 
national programs and aimed at a 
maximum of synergies.

Or. en
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Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – point 4.1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4.1. Preparedness to and response for 
serious cross border health threats taking 
into account and coordinating with global 
initiatives: put in place common 
components of generic and specific 
preparedness planning, including for 
pandemic influenza, and report regularly 
on implementation of preparedness plans.

4.1. Preparedness to and response for 
serious cross border health threats taking 
into account and coordinating with global 
initiatives: put in place common 
components of generic and specific 
preparedness planning, including for 
pandemic influenza, and report regularly 
on implementation of preparedness plans; 
bring innovation to patients for the 
prevention, diagnostics and treatment of 
so far neglected diseases (such as PRND) 
by strengthening research partnerships 
between academic institutions, non-profit 
institutions, the pharmaceutical industry 
and SMEs in Europe and worldwide. 

Or. en


