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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Partnership Instrument (PI) aims to implement the international dimension of Europe 
2020 strategy by supporting EU bilateral, regional and inter-regional partnerships, improve 
market access and develop trade, investment and business opportunities for European 
companies and increase EU visibility worldwide. It shall replace the financing Instrument for 
Cooperation with Industrialised and other high income countries and territories (ICI), extend 
its scope and geographic coverage to all third countries. By its set objectives and scope the PI 
is considered as an element of support for the external projection of EU internal policies. As 
such the future instrument should complement actions conducted under other EU programmes 
including Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, the 
Competitiveness and SME Programme which come into field of competences of the ITRE 
Committee.

While the geographic coverage and its general policy objectives are likely to make the 
Partnership Instrument very flexible, particular attention should be paid to avoid generating 
confusion among the potential applicants. The draftswoman has acknowledged the intention 
of the Commission to use delegated acts in order to adjust the areas of cooperation laid out in 
an annex of the PI. Although she agrees that this is a means to respond swiftly to future 
economic challenges, she reckons that the proposed wording of the annex is very 
comprehensive and drafted in general terms therefore making it possible to have it integrated 
in the text of the Regulation without impeding on its flexibility.

Having in mind the considerations above, the amendments proposed to the draft Regulation 
on the Partnership Instrument are meant to bring further clarifications as far as its ability to 
complement actions under other EU programmes is concerned. The Draftswoman considers 
that duplication of efforts should be avoided in order to maximise the effect of the financial 
support under the PI. Likewise, she suggests amendments to the annex of the PI which 
outlines the areas of cooperation as she believes that certain fields of activities within ITRE 
sphere of competence, namely, research and innovation, energy security, industry and 
enterprise or information and communication technologies need further emphasis.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International 
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) Furthermore, the Union has been 
strengthening its bilateral relations with 
other increasingly prominent middle-

(6) Furthermore, the Union has been 
strengthening its bilateral relations with 
other increasingly prominent middle-
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income developing countries in Asia and 
Latin America by expanding cooperation 
partnership and policy dialogues to areas 
and subjects beyond development 
cooperation. In the case of Russia, relations 
have also evolved, including through the 
Union-Russia Partnership for 
Modernisation, underlining the importance 
of Russia as a strategic partner for the 
Union both in bilateral relations and in 
global affairs.

income developing countries in Asia and 
Latin America by expanding cooperation 
partnership and policy dialogues to areas 
and subjects beyond development 
cooperation. In the case of Russia, relations 
have also evolved, including through 
initiatives such as the Union-Russia 
Partnership for Modernisation and the EU-
Russia energy dialogue, underlining the 
importance of Russia as a strategic partner 
for the Union both in bilateral relations and 
in global affairs.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) Actions under this Regulation can 
complement the external dimension of 
internal policies implemented under other 
Union programmes (such as the Horizon 
2020 Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation and the 
Competitiveness and SME Programme),
while ensuring that any duplication is 
avoided.

Or. en

Justification

It is important to create synergies between the EU and third countries, particularly taking 
into account EU programmes such as Horizon 2020 and other programmes for SMEs.
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Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) The Union is committed in relations 
with its partners worldwide to promoting 
decent work for all along with ratification 
and effective implementation of the 
internationally recognised labour standards 
and multilateral environmental 
agreements.

(11) The Union is committed in relations 
with its partners worldwide to promoting 
decent work for all along with ratification 
and effective implementation of the 
internationally recognised labour 
standards, multilateral environmental
agreements and the UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) Under this Regulation, the Union 
should support the implementation of the 
"Europe 2020" strategy, in particular 
objectives relating to climate change, the 
transition to a greener economy and 
resource efficiency, trade and investment, 
business and regulatory cooperation with 
third countries, and should promote public 
diplomacy, education/academic 
cooperation and outreach activities.

(14) Under this Regulation, the Union 
should support the implementation of the 
"Europe 2020" strategy, in particular 
objectives relating to climate change, the 
transition to a greener economy and 
resource efficiency, trade and investment, 
energy, business and regulatory 
cooperation with third countries, and 
should promote public diplomacy, 
education/academic cooperation and 
outreach activities.

Or. en
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Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) In order to achieve the objectives of 
this Regulation it is necessary to pursue a 
differentiated and flexible approach by 
developing models for cooperation with 
key partner countries which take into 
account their economic, social and political 
contexts and also the Union's specific 
interests, policy priorities and strategies, 
whilst maintaining the ability to intervene 
all over the world wherever needed.

(16) In order to achieve the objectives of 
this Regulation it is necessary to pursue a 
differentiated and flexible approach by 
developing models for cooperation with 
key partner countries which take into 
account their economic, social and political 
contexts and also the Union's specific 
interests, policy priorities and strategies.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) In implementing this Regulation, the
Union shall aim to ensure coherence and 
consistency with other areas of its external 
action, in particular the Development 
Cooperation Instrument for developing 
countries, and with other relevant Union’s 
policies when formulating policy, strategic 
planning and programming and 
implementing measures.

(4) In implementing this Regulation and 
when formulating policy, strategic 
planning and programming and 
implementing measures, the Union shall 
aim to ensure coherence and consistency 
with other areas of its external action, in
particular the Development Cooperation 
Instrument for developing countries, and 
with other relevant Union’s policies and 
programmes.

Or. en
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Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) support for actions aimed at
addressing the challenges of the Union's 
energy security, advancing the Energy 
Roadmap 2050 agenda and promoting
transparency and predictability on global 
energy markets and the transfer of 
technology;

Or. en

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – point e b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(eb) the promotion of partnerships, 
initiatives and actions designed to 
enhance the competitiveness of the Union
industry and of initiatives capable of
strengthening the Union's research and 
innovation performance as well as the 
advancement of its digital agenda;

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) the promotion of initiatives and actions 
of Union or mutual interest in areas such as 
climate change, environmental matters 
including biodiversity, resource efficiency, 

(f) the promotion of initiatives and actions 
of Union or mutual interest in areas such as 
climate change, environmental matters 
including biodiversity, resource efficiency, 
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raw materials, energy, transport, science, 
research and innovation, employment and 
social policy, sustainable development, 
including promotion of decent work, and 
corporate social responsibility, south-south 
trade and cooperation, education, culture, 
tourism, information and communication 
technologies, health, justice, customs, 
taxation, financial, statistics and any other 
matter pertaining to the Union’s specific 
interests or of mutual interest between the 
Union and third countries;

raw materials, transport, employment and 
social policy, sustainable development, 
including promotion of decent work, and 
corporate social responsibility, south-south 
trade and cooperation, education, culture, 
tourism, health, justice, customs, taxation,
financial, statistics and any other matter 
pertaining to the Union’s specific interests 
or of mutual interest between the Union 
and third countries;

Or. en


