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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal on increasing access to financing for social 
enterprises by establishing a regulatory framework for introducing investment instruments 
at EU level; points out that the introduction of new forms of financial support will be 
preceded by an analysis of current instruments in order to verify their efficiency; firmly 
believes that the proposal to create a system of European social entrepreneurship funds or 
European venture capital funds constitutes a chance to develop social enterprises; takes 
the view that initiatives encouraging specific Business Angels to get involved in the field 
of social business could also be promoted;

2. Considers it necessary to create conditions under which social enterprises can gain 
financial independence and engage in commercial business activity; notes that, in many 
Member States, financial mechanisms force social enterprises to focus on obtaining grants 
and funds from governmental institutions, rather than on increasing the quality of their 
services or products, which would help boost their competitiveness; emphasises the need 
to broaden access to debt and equity instruments, taking into account the specific way in 
which social enterprises operate;

3. Welcomes the Commission’s move to simplify the accounting principles for SMEs, which 
will help make savings even more effective;

4. Believes that one of the fundamental problems in the social enterprises market is the lack 
of appropriate know-how when it comes to establishing and managing such enterprises, 
and that therefore it is important not only to create an international knowledge base, but 
also to ensure that advice, training and information is available in this context;

5. Emphasises that is essential to change the perception of social enterprises through proper 
information campaigns; notes that in many cases the operations of social enterprises are 
hampered by awareness problems or by the stereotypes surrounding them; notes, 
therefore, that, in the Commission’s view, the top priority is to broaden awareness within 
local communities, as using local potential might help involve these local communities
and at the same time increase the attractiveness of the social enterprises working in the
regions concerned;


